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MODERN EXPLOSIVES.

The compositions of some of the modern high explosives are as
follows :
Dynamite.—Seventy-five parts of nitro-glycerine and 25 of in-
fusorial earth.
Dualine.—Eighty parts nitro-glycerine
(gun cotton), ’
Rendrock.—Forty parts nitro-glycerine, 40 of nitrate of potash
or soda, 13 of cellulose and 7 of paraffine. ; 3
Giant Powder.— Thirty-six parts of nitro-glycerine, 48 of
Nitrate of potash or soda, 8 of sulphur, and 8 of resin or charcoal.
Mica Powder.— Fifty-two parts of nitro-glycerine and 48 of
Pulverized mica.
Tonite.—Fifty-two and one-half parts of gun cotton and 47}
Parts of nitrate of baryta.
. Blasting Gelatine.——Ninety-two par
eight of gun cotton. ; :
Atlas Powder.—Seventy-five parts of nitro-glycerine, 21 of
wood fiber, 2 of carbonate of magnesia, and 2 of nitrate of soda.
.Rackback.—77.7 parts of chlorate of potash and 22.3 of
hitro-benzol,

It will be noticed th

and 2o of nitro-cellulose

ts of nitro-glycerine and

at nearly all the above explosives are
fomposed principally of nitro glycerine ; and it is probable that
M most cases the other ingredients only act as_absorbents for
this liquid, and really add nothing to the explosive force. The
€composition of nitro-glycerine is practically instantaneous,
and the slower acting nitrates and hydro-carbons must be left
ar behind when the mass is exploded. The power of all these
Substances is due to the paradoxical element, nitrogen, which
iS by itself the most neutral and inactive of all the elements,

ut, when forced into chemical combination, usually (:m}fprs' an
iemeﬂt of weakness upon the entire molecule of which it forms
4 part,

LEGAL.

In the case of Lantheir vs. Ouimet, which came up for hear-
ing recently in the Superior Court at Montreal, the plaintiff
asked that the defendant be ordered to remove a certain building
which plaintiff alleged defendant had transferred from his (de-
fendant’s) house, and pl:tce.d_a_t one side thereof, and in close
proximity to the line and division between their respective pra-
perties. ‘The plaintiff alleged that by a deed of sale of the pro-
perty in 1884 the defendant eespecially bound himself never jto
erect any building in proximity to the portion of the property
thereby sold by defendant to plaintiff, which might be injurious
to plaintiff in any manner 'whalsoeve’zr.. The pretension of the
plaintiff was that, by removing the bmldmg and p]aung it where
it now stood, the defendant had violated the stipulation of the
deed, the bullding shutting off plaintiff’s view of the main road
and spoiling the appearance of his property. Fhe court was of
opinion that the weight of evidence sustained the plaintiff’s pre-
tension, and the judgment ordered the (lcl'_endnm to remove the
building, or, in his detault So to do, that it be removed by the

officers of the court.

PUBLICATIONS.

The Canadian Office and School Furniture Cc., of Preston, Ont., have
issued a new catalogue, which is attractively printed and contains numerous
illustrations of office furniture of various kinds.

Our thanks are due and are hereby tendered to Mr, H. Sayward, Sec-
retary of the National Association of Builders of the United States, for a
substantially founed copy of the proceedings of the eighth annual convention
of that organization.

Dr. Albert Shaw, editor of the Review of Re:iews, contributes to the June
number of that periodical an interesting four page illustrated description of
the new National Library at Washington and a pen-picture of the Librarian,
Mr. Ainsworth R. Spofford. The new building is fast nearing completion,
and another year will probably witness its occupancy by the greatest collec
tion of books on this side of the Atlantic.

————

VALUE OF A LABORER IN CON-
TRACT WORK.

There is no article that enters into con-
tract work of so uncertain value as that of
abor, In a1l the multitudinous things to
Y€ done on a large contract, labour is one
Of the most important for various reasons.

¢ conditions of every kind of work
fhange so that labor values can not be
ACcurately gauged. The times of year in
Which work is done, the class of work, and

€ experience of the laborer at the differ-
:int k_‘"dS of work, all make a case where
coe dls_(‘rimm:\ti(m of the contractor must

me. Into play to artange a system of
f’?‘“gmx the value of a man’s labor on any
slven work, Some contractors contend
that skilled jaborersat advanced prices pay
Ctterthan hiring indiscriminately any and
€very class of men who present themselves
Orlabor work, In hiring untried laborers
Much can be saved by having a live fore-
Man, who is good at forcing the men to
Work; yet there-are men of so stupid a dis-
POsition that getting work out of them 1s
next to impossible. A contractor of \\fxdc
expe.r'en("ﬂ says that he can, by intuition,
€llin a short time just what men are cap-
:hifk(')f doing, and that he can detect a
Mg n S‘hm't order ; as soon as !1e finds a

AN Inclined to shirk, that he discharges
em“ atonce, and finds that it has a salutary

€€t upon the others. The difference in
O:n amount of labor that one man can per-

h 1, compared with another of the same
Ené’S}Cal strength, is inthe same ratio when
4 accounts for the payment of the two

€0, that from ten to sixty minutes loss
Eg;rd.ay on a laborer would foot up in l'lje
hum:e of a week. In employing a large
iy of men, day in and day out, there

10 doubt a great variety of difference In

€ results of the labor perforned, and
st10se results depend very largely upon the

udy that employers and foremen give to
€ subject of labor. The loss of 10 cents
E::'r d‘?y on a man’s labor does nol appar-
tly amount to much ; but on a hundred
Men itis §10. Now 10 cents is a small
?):hm"“ to reckon as difference in value of

'€ over another for 25 cents would be
Nearer the mark. One can see when he
E(::r}:ts-dose attention to the labor on his

racts where one contractor comes out

g ad of another by close attention to lab-
T details. Quantities and qualities of
Material in contract work can be valued to

€ penny but labor cannot. —Eastern Con-
tractor,
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