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appears to have reached its very
highest devclopment in the Con-
adian militia, for these cfforts far
from being encouraged have beent
met at every turn by official ig-
norance and departmental discour-
agement. And this, under a gov-
ernment owing its present lease of
power to its supposed devotion te
the Old Flag, with all of the re-
‘sponsibilities which fealty to that
venerable bit of hunting implies.

And now we are told that this
same aggregation of political wig-
dom and abnormally developed
loyalty has determined in cold
blood to still further lower the
standard of the eflicienicy in the
militia. Well, all we can say, and
we say it advisedly and with full
kuowledge of the facts and of the
feeling among the members of the
militia, is that any lowcring of
of the present standard of cfficieucy
will produce a force utterly beneath
contempt as a military body, a dis-
grace to this fair Dominion of ours
and utterly useless as a portion of
the defensive system of the great
cmpire of which this country forms
a part,

We are firmly of the opinion that
the present trouble is due alto-
gether o a failure on the part of
the government to devote that con-
sideration to the subject of national
defence that it descrves. “['he
members of the gevernment have
their time taken up with details of
administration they should hardly
require to meddle with, and would
not but for the desire to keep tie
departmental patronage under per-
sonal control. ‘T'hey have not the
time to devote to the consideration
of big questions like that of na-
tional defence The public, which

would otherwise compel the gov-

croment to act in the matter, is
ignorant of the true position of
affairs, and those who are alone
able to expose the roltenness of
the present system, the members
of the force, are gagged by law.
The only hope of a satisfactory
solution of the difficulty lics in the
possibility of sccuring the return
to parliament of a phalanx of able
representatives, posted on Uie y res-
ent position of the nnlitia, apprc-
ciating the immense hmportarce of
putting the force npon a satisfac-
tory footing, and determined thst
it shall be done.  We really cannot

imagine why, one er the other of
the great wnolitical parties of the
country dees not make militia re-
form a prominent plank in its plat-
form, for a vigorous militia policy
would be popular with the people
of Canada, who, apart altozcther
from sentimental  considerations,
appreciate the value of Dritish
connection and wouid be wiiling
to pay the piper,

A prominent retired member of
the militia force remarked the cther
day that he was surprised that the
Imperial goverrment did not inter-
vene to insist upoir the Doininion
governmetit doing its duty towards
the system of Iimperial defence by
maintaining  the militia force in
some cort of an efficient state. “I'he
mother country certainly has every
right to expect Casada to do her
duty in this respect, for at time of
confederaticn milliors o! pounds
sterling wortit of properiy were
Landed over to i Dominiion on
the express stipulatici that the
defence of tiie couutiy sheuid be
cliiciently  maintained.  \Vilai a
state of things an Imperial com-
mission would reveal !

The  TImperial ”l‘ll‘ul'itirs do
things in & quecer way s
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the army the amnmusition had not
been decided Thie wmilitia
departinent has inported wnel in-
stalled in the cartridge factory at
Quebee the necessary machinery
for making small hore cordite am-
munition, and our foree is still
armed withv onr venerabie friciel
the Suider. The covernment does
not appear to have decided yet that
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By the bye, what has bacome of
the money saved on last year's
estinites by Qiling Lo turn cut the
rural corps for camp? Tt was said
at the timie that the mosey was (o
be devoted to the purchiase oi the
first installment of a modern rifle.
While asking questions, too, what
has Lecome of the several theusand
stands of Martins-iTenry rifles we
wsed to have in militia stores, whieh
were seit to Inngland to he
verted into the disered i

forg ;\Irn'tim-Mct((»ﬂls‘.

The government organ at Ottawa
gravely suggests that an inquiry

ot
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be instituted to ascertazin why the
number of admissions to the Royal
Military College at Kingston has
fallenr off. The cditor of the Citizen
can easily get all the information
he requires if he will but turn up
thre militia list, 5sote what a small
proportica of the commissions in

the normanent force have been
alletted to graduates ol the Royal
Military Coilepe, amd then think

for @ mowent what the college is
nisintained for,
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The 27ih annual prize mce
Province of Quebec Ritle
will be held on the Cote St. Luke vanges,
sreal; begmuny on Wedaesday Aug.

ot isiing threedays. Theprogranine
as wili bz seea by the Dliowisg rewamd,
will e acvery attractive one, and shoald
maduce alaree attendaiee of catside viiz-

me.
‘The icducion in the number of jren
compesing the Carsiake rams o dive
men should bring down i pumber of both
weslern and castern riflemen, and thus
increase if possible the interest which
thismatch alwavs aroates.,
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Merchants, series A 7 shols ar 200
and ot (oo \.m-\ 200 yards kueelng, 600
vards usual, 10 DYIZLS \(l[l\( ‘)::;wo 151
i)l'iy" $20.co. lnt' mee fee $1.35.

Merchants, senies B, opznoniy tothore
'\ho enter and snool through the whole
series ul matchey andd \\'ho have never
won a $35.00 prize 1y |nu1(.m donin-
wnoor pm.mr [ .npunn‘ Jntrance fee
No. of prize 1c, value §6500, 1st
w7e $10 00,

RIS TERASTREN
500, and 10

Assocition- 7 shoty wt

shots at Coo vards g2 prives. valee
$23300, 15 [)Ii/‘ $2000, Nlso g team
prizes for teams of 5 1en, v alue 165.00,

15t prize silver cup pro seuted by Messrs,
Simpson, all, Miiler & Co.. and S20.00.
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price ooon. \o g teain prcts dor
teams 'lh men, value YO0o0o, 15t prize
2400

Corporation of Monireal Juinle Cup,
will be J.wardcd to Montreal tesui tiaking

Jugbest score in this match.



