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life being heavily weighted with duties,
the drain through laxw.'lon goes on . n-
creasing simultanecusly witn the de-
crease in wealth. In 1886 Mr, Gladstohe
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£6,350 per penny. ' Even allowing for
the exemption of incomes between £150
and £160 a year granted under Sir
William Harcourt’s reform,the decrease
indicates a considerable decline in Irish
wealth during the past disastrous dec
ade.
FPECULIAR PCRITION QF AFFAIRS,

It will be observed, bowever, that
though Irish wealth has decreased and
. Irish taxation increased since 189586,
" our grievances, according to the ordinary
definitions of 1t, has heen lessened. The
excess taxation in 1895-6, according to
the estimates of the Royal Commission
Report, was £2 826 038 and according to
Meears. Sexton, Blake and Slattery’s
#£4,714,000. There has, therefore, been
effected in the excess a reduction of over
*.£200,000 according to the one estimate,
“and of £164,000 according to the other.
This has been effecied by increasing
taxation in both countries! So that if
even more additions were made to our
burthens we may have even less reason
_to complain! '

NOT MORE THAN £28,000,0C0.

" The taxable income of Ireland is now
not more than £28 000,000, and is prob-
ably less. -£12000,000 of that is con-
sumed by taxes und rates. It is clear
that additions to that load of taxation,
even though made in due and fair ratio
%0 the additions made to British taxation,
must_absolutely destroy the possibility
of lrish progress. Great Britain could
more readily make ont & revenue of
£300,000 000 than Ireland can & revenue
of £12,000,000. The more closely the
question is examined in the jlight of
what has happened since the Com-
mission reported, the more clear does it
become that Ireland's fscal union with

main drainage works, of which Mesgars.
Martin are contractors. Mr. Walsh
swam across the Liffey in August last,
and saved the life of a would be suicide.
The address contained the following
reference to the gallantry of the deed
performed by Mr, Walsh :—"In appre-
ciation and recognitiv: ©of bis manly
and hercic act in swimming across the
river Liffay from Arran quay on the 5th
August, 1897, and saving the life of &
would-be suicide,”
* & &

The Dublin Nation reports the follow-
ing shocking case of inbumanity :
Last week Dr. Wm. Sexton, coroner
for Weat. Clare, held an_inquest at the
Kildysart Union concerning the death of
s woman named Bridget Leary, whodied
while being conveyed from her home to
the workbouse. owing, it is alleged, to
the carelessness of the officials in not
supplying & proper mode of conveyance.
A man named Donohue, in reply to
the coroner, statei—I am an inmate of
the Kildysart union. I am employed as
carter. I remember being told to bring
the horse and car for Bridget Leary.
arrived at her house at twelve o’clock.
I put Bridget, Leery into the car. She
was weak, but was well able to talk.
A Juror—Whst sort of car had you?
Witness—A dung-cart.
Had you a bed? No.
Had you a female attendant? No.
And you put the woman that was 80
‘weak into a dung-cart, as 1f she were &
dead pig? [ carried out orders.

Who ordered you? The relieving
officer.
Was he present? No.
When dil you ascertain that she was
dead? I knew she was zlive till I was
near the workhouse. I settled the shawl
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