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never before looked upon the sacrifices made either

by.the Herberta or the Maxwells bub a8 the per-
s fortdance of a bounden duty, in which they_‘had not
-“fajled ; but-when these sacrifices seemed.to be con-
-gidered in .the-same light. by him for whom they
. 'had been made, their maguitnde and their extent

increased in ber eyes.-The chevaller then inquired
" whether sha- had received news lately from the
. earl her husband. ¢ L .

Her eyes filled with tears, the inquiry was made
in so cold, 50 formal,& tone ;<% But once, aire, since
he has been & prisoner;? and had she at that mo-
‘ment/attempted & longer-sentence; her voice would
have failed:her altogether. "~ . RN

 We hope : that "the-worthy lord's- health con-
tinued nnimpaired by confinement 7 ..ot

Sbe struggled, with- her"feelinge, .and ‘rgph_ed,
« My lord complained not of any personal privation
or hardship, His thoughts were- all a8 they ever
kave been, for his king, his country, and his faith ”

« Tt is now many years since we once had an in-
terview with the Earl of Nithadale in Fianders;
and if our memory does not fail, we were then suf-
fering from this same aguish complaint which dis-
composes ns at present, Methings our-health is
always least fitted for exortion and fatigue when
circumstances call most imperiously for both! But
go it has ever been with us!”  He sighed, and bis
eyes instinctively sought the ground. Ther turn-
ing aguin to the conntess, * Is your ladyship’s geat
situated far from hence 7" he inquired ; for, a stranger
to Scotland, he knew not the topographical detaiis
of the country.

4 Please your majeety, I journeyed from my hus-
band's castle of Terrcagles near Dumfries.”

“We hope your journey was prosperous and
agreeable, although we fear in this weather it must
bave been somewhat tedious. Dumfries is some
Adays journey hence, I fancy.” . .

Lady Nithsdale thought upon the villages in
ashes, the desolate fields, and could not find words
for her reply, but contented herself with bowing
assent; when, turning to the Earl of Mar, the
chevalier remarked, that if the present severe
weatler continued, the Tay would goon be com-
pletely frozen over. ®In that case,” he continued,
S the river will be no longer serviceable as a pro-
tection and defence.”

# Neither will it be any impediment to the de-
sigo I have been explaining to your sanjesty,” re-
plicd the carl in a low voice.

Lady Nithsdale soon after retired from the royal
interview, discouraged and dissatisfied. She had
never found the desired opportunity of spesking her
husband’s sentiments conceruing general Forster;
aund she now felt intimntely convinced how wild and
hopeless an enterprise it must ever have been, to
replace on the throne one who was so little cal-
culated to conquer or to win it.

{TO BE CONTINUED IN OCR NEXT.]

FREEMASONRY.
(Concluded from our last.)
But, as we have intimated, it is not at all neces-
sary for the purpose in hand to visit Freemasonry
ia any degree with the sins of its kindred. Its
own sing are enough to convict it ten times over of
being—on the Coutinent, ot least—a society of the
most decided anti-social and anti-Christian tend-
encies. The proots accumulated on this head in
the two volumes under notice are simply overwhelm-
ing. Our ouly difficulty with them is as to which
we should select for repetition. The statements
which are dragged to light from the records and
organs of the lodges themselves, and which, in
every variety of phrase, proclaim waragainst Chris-
tianity and the Curistian State, are well nigh in-
numerable, Let us string together a few, It is
pretended that Freemasonry is merely a philan-
thropic institution : the Monde-Maconnique, & trusted
exponent, declares, on the contrary, that * benevo-
1ence is not theobyect, but only one of the charocter-
Astics, and the least essential, of Freemasonry.” Chris-
tianity is incessantly called in the lodges a ¢ lying
¢ bastard,” and ¢ brutalising® religiop, which must
be “nonihilated;” Catholicism #“a used-up formu-
1a,” & worm-caten fabric.” ¢ Iaffirm that the name
of God is s word void of sense,”” was the profession
of faith in the Liege lodge iu 1865, ‘¢ A true Mason
ought to die, as he had lived, a free-thinker,’ isthe
declaration of a Sovereign Grand Commander named
4 Brother” Ranwet. It bas been declared in the
Paris lodge called *“ The Rose of Perfect Silence,”
that all religious instructions should be suppressed
on the ground that  faithin God tnkes away the
dignity of man, troubles his reason, and may lead
him to the nbandonment of all morality”! The
Grand Orient of Belginm put forth in 1864 a projet
de loi, of which the very first article was entitled
¢ Suppression of all religious education.” The
sacred mysteries of Christianity were termed “pagan
phantasmagoria” by a Freemason named Faider,
speaking in the lodge of ¢ Fidelity,” at Ghent, on
July 2, 1846, XNay, in a Freemasons' periodical
printed for circulation amongst the brethren at
Altenburg, in 1823, the anti-theistic worship of
humanity is stated to be the worship of the craft;
<« We ourselves are God. is the exclamation of
% Brother” Mouthaan, Brother Helvetius, whose
memory was honoured with especial ceremony in
Paris, in 1773, held that the passions are never per.
nicions, but necessary, becauac, it appears, they are
only “the intensified expression of self-interest in the
individual ;" and as sensual love affords bappiness,
putity, of course must be abandoned! In an offi-
cial apology for the association in 1852 it is stuted
that ¢ Freemasonty teaches how to be virtuous with-
out thestimulus of hope or fear,” and that # the Ma.
gon looks for no future reward.” Iun the official
Dutch Freemason’s Almanac for 1872 the presence
of the Bible on the altars of the craft is declared to
be “ an empty form” At a secret Interational
Congress of Freemasons at Lugane in 1872, the
question as to what ought to be called religion was
introduced, and it was unanimously agreed to throw
into cetechetical shape the blasphemons bible of
the atheist Renan,and to make this compilation
¢ the handbook ot religion in the social and demo-
cratic republic of the future,” Barruel, whose testi-
mony is especially valuable, isasmuch as he wasa
Master-Mason, says that the grade of Kadosch is
“the soul of Freemasonry,” and that « tho final ob-
ject of its plots is the reiotroduction of absolute
liberty and equality through the destruction of all
royalty and the ubrogation of all religious worship”
It is pretended {hat Freemasonry bas notting to do
with politics, but Felix Pyat, himself bigh in the
craft, calls it  the Church of the Revolution,” and
M. Heanri Martin, the historian, who is also a Mason
terms it * the laboratory of the Revolution” Ba-
baud Laribiers, Grand Master in France, has cate-
goricolly asserted that * Freemasonry was intimate-
1y connected with all the first glorious days of the
Revolution” of 1789, At the great  solstitial feast”
0£.1854, in Belgium, when all the lcdges of the
country werc represented, one of the orators pro-
claimed, amidst enthusiastic applause, that politics
were not outside the proper sphere of the order, and
that Freemasonry had ¢ taken an active part in all
political struggles.” - In the Masonic assembly
which met at Rome in May, 1872, it was decided by
a large majorily that ¢ tne lodges had the right to
discuss questions bearing on religion and politics ;"
and when the conspirator Mazzini died, the Italian
lodges were not only represented at his funeral, but
went into mourning, We know that Prince Murat
was compelled to resign the Grand Mastership of
the French Freemasons because he had voted in
the French Senate for the Temporal Power, But
- the testimony of the Radical and Socialist Louis
Blanc ought of itself to be decisive ; “ Spreading
‘over the whole face of Europe," he says, speaking ot
Freemasonry, * 1t showed itsel? everywhere in the
light of an association resting upon principles dia~

gociety ;' and, in the disclosures of a certain Free-
mason on his death-bed, we find it stated that to
accomplish its objects the perpetration. of a crime
mey be an act of virtue! Hence we should not be
surprised that ono of its latest demoustrations was
that which took piace in 1871, when all the lodges
of tho Orient of Paris came out openly, with their
emblems, and symbols, and rites, in support of the
Commune, |After all this—~snd much more of the
sawae kind might bujadded—it will be easy to un-
derstand thay the plirages hebituslly in the months

ject of their sssociation is the benefit- of humanity
—are.not to be understood jn thefr: ordinary. and
unexceptionable meaning, or fo be, viewed in that
light in which a simple and. unsuspecting put.ah.c
would :be only too likely to regard them ; while' it
will not be easy to understand why all other Chris.
tian Churches as well as the Catholic Church, and
nll other rulers as well as the Popes, shonld not
have long since denouced the craft as an ever-pre-
sent menace to religion and society.

It will be observed, however, that none of theso
startling, and, indeed, horrible revelations prima
JSucie touches Freemasonry in ‘this country or in
England, They all concern: thé, secret society as
it exists on the Continent;.and now.a serious
question remains to be determined—is the con-
tinental society totally distinct, as it would seem,
from that which presents itself to ws? It issaid
that though Freemasonry may be a bad and wici_:-
ed thing abroad, here it i& quite innocuous, and is
little, if anytbing, more than a charitable institu-
tion. Io this opinion we would be disposed tho-
roughly to concur; for it is quite impossibile to
suppose that the generality at least of the English-
men and Irishmen of wealth, rank, and respecta-
bility, who are Freemasons, would kpowingly
remain connected with a body essentially atheistic
and anti-social. To those we, for our part, have
no doubt the craft appears simply as a friendly
confederation engaged in offices of mutual assis-
tance. Yet the fact remains that the Freemasons
themselves proclaim that * however scattered over
the face of the earth they all compose one only
body,” and that this was brought out special em-
phasis and distinctness at the installation of the
Prince of Wales last year as Grand Baster for
England, Moreover, one or the two Masonic
journals in London bave becn scarcely one whit
behind the Latomia or the Monde-Yaconnique in their
anti-Christian atterances; one of them baving, for
instance, declared that ¢ religious education was a
poison” Again, at a mesting last year of the Pro-
vincial Grand Lodge of Warwickshire, Brother
Parkinson, Grand Master of the Provincial Grand
Lodge of Middlcsex, candidly avowed that “the
two syatems of Romanism and Blasonry were not
only incompatible but radically opposed.” How,
then, are we to reconcile the unity of the whole
body with the innocence of some of its members ?
The translator of the German work under notice
answers—and we think reasonably—that the latter
have been deceived and continuein the dark. 1t
has been ohserved that all the children of Adam
are cither nine pins or the balls that knock them
down, and that those who are not the latter can be
made very uscful in the former capacity. In the
death-bed disclosures to which we have referred, it
is stated, with the most cyuical frankness, that the
neophytes in ¥reemasonry are divided into three
classes—the injuiring mionds, tho impetuous and
restless spirits, and the superstitious and credulous ;
and tkat the amouat of lore imparcted to vach must
be proportioned accordingly. “It is necessary,”
50 we read, “ to deal out to cach aspirant in a me-
agure proportioned to his receptive powers;” ‘‘ we
must at all times take care not to reveal our real
aim precipitately, since Weak minds"~that is, men
of virtue—“might be dazzled at first sight by so
brilliant and searching a light” And the docu-
ment goce on to state that dissimulation and hy-
pocrisy must be resorted to, if necessary, to make
such persons contented with their lot. That em-
inent Mason, Louis Blanc, quite as frankly conp-
firms this statement, “It seemed good,” he says,
“ to sovereigns—to Frederick the Great—to haundle
the trowel and to put on the apron. Why not?
since the existence of the higher grades was care-
fully bidden from them ; el they new of Freemas-
onry was that which could bs revealed to them without
danger. They had no reason for concerning them-
selves about it, sceing that they were kept in the
lower grader, in which they perccived nothing but
an opportunity for amusement, joyful banquets,
principles forsaken and resumed at the threshold of
the lodzes, formulas that had no reference to ordi-
nary life—in a word, a comedy of equality. Bat
in these matters,”- he adds, © comedy closely bord-
ers on iragedy; and princes and noblés were in-
duced to offer the cover of their names and the
blind aid of their influence to secret undertakings
dircct against themselves” It does not alter the
casc even if such men are found in Aigh grades;
for some of the very highest grades are honorary,
and are created for the special ben- fit of persons
whom it is desirable to dupe. What more is to be
said? Well,a good deal more, but where is the
necessity to say it?

It may be objected that the authenticity of the
ducuments from which the foregoing quotations
are madc, is not proved, or at least is questionable,
The objection is worthless. M. Neut, on whose
authority rest many of the most serious charges
brought against Frecmasonry, disposed of it most
thoroughly in a speech made at the Catholic Con-
gress of Malines in 1867. “I have everywhere
challenged Freemasons,” says M. Neut. “to prove
the unauthenticity of my documents if it can be
proved. I bave sent my writings gratis to the
editors of Masonic perjodicals, begging that they
would refute them, is this were possible, but they
fnvariably kept silence. Iam ready to guarantee
that everything I have printcd is perfectly genuine,
and I defy any adversary to show me to be guilty
of inaccuracy in this respect. I have clamorously
called for some notice, cven though it were of an
unfavourable nature, but all in vain; I have never
received an anewer,” Aud, as far as wo koow, he
has rot received an answer since. This is enough ;
but we must observe, in addition, that the Masonic
d:monstration in favour of the Commune—*the
modern Temple of Solomon,” as one of the breth-
ren termed that hideous and bloody aboition—and
some others of the worst aod most unmistakeable
acts of the craft arc matters of contemporary his-
tory; and that the writings of Louis Blanc (still
alive), Helvetius, Barruel ; the Masonic newspapers,
the Times, and many other publications that malke
the gravest assertion ou the subkject under discuss.
ion, are generally accessible. I is not denied, so
far as we know, that Frederick Prince of Orange,
the second son of William I, King of the Nether-
lnuds, resigned his position of natipnal Urand Mas.
ter because he was “a Christian and would ever
remain one.” To ask us to believe, indeed, that so
many documents—and documents so curiously
corroborative, though written independently, one
of another—as furnish the basis of these two works,
have not been forged, is just & trifle audacious.

To sum up ; a society the rites of which are in-
credibly childish ; which cnacts from its votarics
an impious® oath of secrecy before revealing to
them its objects ; which, by creating a secret state
within the State, and a family within the family,
endangers alike the State and the family; and,
finally, 0 many of whose lodges ring with anti-
Christian and anti-social anathcmas, stands self-
condemned, end can never be to men of virtue
who closoly examine it anytbing else than a bhea-
con-light to warn them of danger.

* Here is the Masonic oath, as it is given in the

Trish Ecclesiastical Record for April, 1875 :—I swear,

of the membera of the order—such ag that the ob.:

AX DITERRSTING PAPER.BY REV.T. A, FINLAY, 8.3,
A lerge meeting of the Essay and Debating So-
ciety of the Limerick Catholic Literary . Institute,

was held on Friday, the 3rd March, when the Rev.

E. T. 0'Dwyer, C C., President, occupied the chuir,
There -were besides:the "Bociety; numbers.of the
general members, so that the..Council ; Room,

where " the. proceedings were: held; was crowded.:
‘T'he buslness was to listen to ‘& paper.on-the “Irish.
War.of :1641,” by the Rev. Mr. Finlay, 8.7, dnda

more eloquently or beautifully’ written Essay hag
seldom,-if ever, been read on the interesting sub-

ject. . We have been favored with the paper, and

we have much pleasure in placing ‘it before gur
readers, St s T

Father O’'Dwyer, having introduced the Rev. Mr.
Finlay, stated with ‘what pleasure they welcomed
one of his illustrious Order amongst them, '

The Rev. M, Finlay then sald :—

Gentlemen, with extremse diffidence I have de-
ferred to the wish expressed by our President that I
should contribute to the instructive entertainment
provided at these meetings. I bad many reasons
for entering on the undertaking with reluctance.
I bad good cause to doabt my sptitude for the task
assigned me, and this feeling of distrust wae in-
tensifled when, upon addressing myself to it, T
found the subject alloted me required for its due
treatment more time and labor than I could com-
mand, '

The history of what is called “The Civil War of
1641," has always seemed to me the portion of our
country's annals best deserving of our attentive
study, Itsclaiwm in this respect I do not base up-
on the fact thatit aboundsin thosé incidents that
always lend a painful interest to domestic war. It
was, no doubt, a struggle for civil and religious
liberty—fierce, protracted, and sanguinary ; but not
any and not all of these characteristics would give
it special prominence in the history of Ireland. It
gave occasioa for the display of great virtues and
great vices; but,on the whole, the virtues were
not more exalted, nor the vices much more revolt-
ing, than those exhibited at other times and in
other lands, during periods of greatcivil commo-
tion, It brings before us some of the best as well
as some of the worst characters thit have honored
or disgraced our country; but, with one exception,
neither the good nor the bad are much better or
much worse than the exampics of heroism and de-
pravity we meet with elsewhere, It iz memorable,
too, for the strange vicissitudes of triumph and de-
feat between which the national cause alternated ;
but in this respect it will ind more than cne
parallel in the antecedent and subsequent history
of the same cause,

The special interest attaching to the Irish war of
1541 secms to me to be this. It presentsus with
the solitary instance in which the discordant ele.
ments that constitute the Irish Catholic body united
in the name of their common religiop,for purposes
of common defence. It affords striking proof of the
power such an alliance could wield; but, at the
same time, it furnishes proof equally striking of its
inherent instability. Furthermore, the history of
this period, is in a great measure, the history of the
one attempt at self-government which Ireland bas
made under the favoring conditions of & compara-
tively advanced civilization. Ireland bhad lost its
independencehefore the centralising influence of
advancing civilization conld render efiective by
making concurrent the vital forces of the nation.
At the time when feudalism or its cquivalent
agencies were :noulding into shape and consistency
the vast political systems that have since held sway
in Burope, a su:cession of invasions swept over her,
mnking iwpossible the development of a political
organism withinher, It was her fortune or her
nisfortune that these invading powers were never
able to absorb or assimilate the resisting forces they
eacountered. They were able to do little more
than perpetuate the state of anarchy they found,
by preventing the growth of a ceniral power,
strong enough to crush all rival pretenders to ab.
solute anthority. Once only in the course of many
centuries the control of the nation's destinics was
placed in the hands of a central national Govern-
ment. The attempt at self-rule was made with
the Lelp of an excellent system of popular represen-
tation; the opposition the hereditary enemies of
the country could ofter was enough to rouse, but
not enongh to impairits energies—and the sym-
pathy of foreizn nowers, which often found more
substantial expression than theamenities of diplo-
matic intercourse, encouraged the attempt. Made
under circumstances 50 favorable, the experiment
neverthelessresulted in failure.  How far it suc-
ceeded—wherein, and why it failed are questions
well descrving of examination. They caunot fail
to-have a high speculative importance for those
who take but a student’s interest in the evenis of
the past, and they must have an eminently practical
gignificance for those whom duty or inclination
leads to take part in, and to influence the events
of the present, Into a detailed history of the
events of the period it would be impossible for me
to eater. I shall confine myselfto such a summary
of them as shall serve to bring out the special
points of interest I have mentioned.

The war which began in Ireland in the year
1641, and ended when thecity of Limerick sur-
rendered to General Ireton, was, at the outset,
nothing more than a badly organized insurrection
of the Northern Irish Chieftains, The policy of
Jam' 8 the First had produced in Ulstera stut: of
things which could end only in revolt. He had
executed ou an extensive scale a plan of subjuga-
tion recommended by the common practice of con-
quering nations, and adopted to some extent by a
few of his predecessors on the English throne. At
& time of profound peace—¢ such,” gays a contem-
porary historian,“ as Ircland had never enjoyed be-
fore ” he seized the territoties of the chieftaing of
Ulster—the irreconcilable foes of English rule. A
trumped-up story of an improbable conspiracy was
the only justification urged for the wholesale spolia-
tion. The accused noblemen fled from the doom
that awaited them. They died in exile—the one at
some dato which no one has thought it worth while
to record; the other an old man, decrepid and
blind, who for years before his death bobbled to
the audirnces of Paul the Fifth, to detail there his
country’s wrongs and hisown, Their bones lie at

in the pame of the Supremc Architect ot all
worlds, never to reveal the secrets, $he signs, the
grips, the passwords, the doctrines, or the customs
of the Freemasous, and to preserve with respect to
them an cternal silence. I promisec and swear to
God never to betray auy of them by writing, by
word, or gesture ; never cause them to be written,

lithographed, or printed; never +o make public.

anything of that which has now been coanfided to
me, or of that which shall be confined to me in the
future, I pledge myself to this, and submit myself
.to the following penaltics if Ifail in keeping my
word : They may burn my lips with & red-hot iron,
they may cut of my band, they may pluck ous my
tongue, they may cut my throat, they may hang up
my dead body in a lodge till the admisaion of u
new brother, as a scourge for my faithlessuesg, and
8s o terrible warning to others, Then they may
burn it, and cast its ashes to' the winds, to the end
that there may not remain a single trace of the
memory of my treasen. So help me God, and His
Holy Gospel., Amen.” A society which thinks it
necessary to hedge itself with such a safeguard as
this fearful and horrible oath is, prima facie, ar ob-
ject of suapicion. The idea of a purely benevolent’
society bionding its members by such an oath is
droll and incredible. Nor is the idea less droll and
incredible of protecting the society in this fashion
against the very persons for whose welfare it pre-
tends to be working, .

‘where the first of the Popes was crucified, und Trish
visitors tothe Eternal City sometimes buy, ataper

modest slab that covers the last of the Princes. of
TUlster, “With them fell the ¢hieftaincies ot:0'Don-
pell and O'Neill, the most stubborn bulwarks of
TIrish independence, . The lands of the fugitive.
crown, and iwére appartioned ito " the heads. of the:

«gkinners,  ‘vintners,-grocers, and drapers of the

| gbod city. of s Linndon,” ‘who “volunteéred - on the’
perilous service of colonizing Ulster,” Of the ‘lwo-

million acres included in-the six..copfiscated coun=
ties, only. 800,000 were found fit for,cccupation by
the Epglish colonists. The rémaindér, bog, moun-
tain; and forest, was left to tho bomélesa “ Irfshry.”

| There they might make themselves lairs to famish

‘in, and thenca they might See the lands that -had
once been theirs, smiling with a plenty which
mocked their suffygings. It wasa grave mistake to
permit the existence of this outlawed population,
maddened by'the sense of wrobg, and goaded to
despair by the pangs of hunger.- According to the
time-honored laws of English colonization they
should bave been slaughtered on the yuins of their
wattled cabins. The plantatinns would then have
thriven in peace, and the English character for
clemency would in no way have suffered by the
deed. Allthrough the reign of James the outlaws
lived on in sullen disaffection, waiting the oppor-
tunity of redress. It came at last, ‘The quarrel of
Charles I. with the Scotch Parliament led to an
armed rebellion of the Scotch nation against his
authority. The rebels invaded England and wrung
from the Monarch the privileges they bad prayed
for in vain. The EnglishParliamert, which had
its own grounds for quarrel with the King, sympa-
thised disguisedly. with the malcontents, voted
supplies for the army with which they occupied
Epgland, impeached Strafford, the favorite Minister
of the King, and forced his master to sign the war-
rant that sent him to the block on Tower Eill.
The machinery of Government became disordered
by these dissensions, The mere relaxation of the
iron grip in which they were held, probably bave
been the signal for an outbreak ot the northern
Irish, Their resentment avd apprehension were
raised to a pitch which made war inevitable by a
well-founded 1eport that measures were being taken
for the utter extirpation of their religion (Life of
Ormonde, vol. 1, fol. 160); that #“a covenanting
army was ready tocome to Ireland under the com-
mand of General Leslie, to extirpatc the Roman
Catholics of Ulster, and leave the Svots sole pos-
sessors of that province, and to this end a resolution
had been taken in their private meetings and
councils, to lay heavy fines upoun such as would not
appear at their Kirk for the first or second Sunday :
and on failure the third to hang, witbout mercy, all
such as were obstinate at their own doors.”

Under the pressure of their sufferings and their
terrora they rose at last, Miserably armed, balf
clotked, and insufliciently fed, they boldly declared
war against everything that represunted Sassenach
power among them. In the freozy of the first out-
break they were neither very discriminating in their
enmity nor very temperate in their vengeance. It
was some time before they could be organized into
a disciplined army, and subjected to the cormmand
of men who understood and enforced the conven-
tional rules of war. In the interval not a few acts
of lawlessness was committed. These, magnified
by the excited imaginations of the frightened
planters who firat narrated them, have given rise
to the rtory of a general massatre of Protestants,
with which sensational historians of the past (War-
ner, Temple, Borlase), as of the present (Froude),
love to entertain their readcrs. The apologist for
the insurgents might plead, 1n palliation, if not in
excuse, of these flrst excesses that, cruel as they
were, they were provoked by outrages far more in-
human,

A mob of peasants with armed staves, scythes, and
pitchforks, “ not posseseing,” according to the testi-
mony of the Earl of Ormonde, * as many armsns
were in the hands of six hundred of the King’s for-
ces,” was no match for the troops at the disposal of
the Irish Executive, It was in the power of the
Lorde Justices to crush the rebellicm at the ontset.
They temporised, for cnds of their own, and this
disloyal policy strengthened the bands of the insur-
gents, and finally forced into an alliance with them
the well affected Anglo-Irish Catholics of the Pale.
Amongst these thero were little svmpathy for the
wrongs of their co-religionists of Ulster. In the
ardor of their loyal zeal the pentry of the East and
South execrated the northern rebels, and professed
themselves  ready to take up arms and with their
livesand fortunes endeavor to suppress the rebel-
lion.” It was, however, no partof the plan of Par-
gons aud Borlase (the then YL.ords Justices) that
order should be speedily restored; still less that
the Catholic gentry should beinstrumental in restor-
ing it, The vast scheme of plunder koown as the
“ Commission of Enquiry into Defective Titles”
had.but half done its work. Large estates were yet
poss:essed by native Irish proprietors, or by the
families of the first Anglo-Norman settlers. ‘The
confiscations which were sure to follow a general
ingurrection would be a more expeditious means of
securing to the Government officers these coveted
prizes than the tedious process of law. It wasthere-
fore determined that the landed proprietors of the
Pale should rebel, The Parlinment in which they
were pouring forth their protestations of loyalty was
suddenly dissolved they were bidden to retire to their
own homes on pain of death, and the arms neces:
sary for their protection against the insurgent bands
which now began to roam over the country, were
refused them. The troops of the Government under
Ormonde, Coote, and St. Leger were let loose upon
the Pale. The most servile loyalty to the Crown
wag no protection against their ravages. The lands
of the most devout believers in the divine right of
King Charlea to misgovern Ireland, end of those
who believed that King Charles had, in regard to
Ircland, no right at all, were laid wastc with ruth-
less impartiality.

The aggrieved Palosmen sent letters of complaint
to the Sovereign, but their messenger, Sir John
Read, of “the King’s Privy Chamber,” was acized by
the justices, racked in Dublin Castle, and the work
of pl\.u.xder and devastation went on as before. The
conciliatory messages which his misfortunes forced
the King to dispatch tohis suhjzcts of the Kingdom
of Ireland were interceptrd on the way; even
the slender hope that could be built on the kingly
promise of Charles I. was deniced the suppliants.
The time came atlength when there was loft them
but one rescurce—the last that remains to the op-
pressed—an appenl to the sword against the iniquity
of law, They threw in their lot with the Old
Irish, already in the field under the banners of the
native chieftains. From this coslition sprang the
national Jeague known as the Confederation or Kil-
kenny. The gcoession to the ranks of the insur-
geats of the Catholic nobility and gentry of the
Pale was the condition of their immediate success,
but was the guage of their nltimate ruin.

. The new allies of the Irish had some experience
in state craft, and immediately upon the union of
the two parties measures were taken to introduce
the order of fixed government into the Confederacy.
The constitution which wis framed respected the
claim of the English monarch on the obedience of
Ireland ; its authors desired to be independent of
the government, not of the crown. No.blind at-
tachment to antique national usnges prevented them
from recoguizing the superiority of thé ‘Bnglish
legal system, “Magna Charte, and the , common
and statnte laws of England in all points ot con-
trary to the Roman Catholic religion, or inconsistent
‘with the liberty of Ireland” were declared ¢ the basis

at.the ncighboring monastery to burn it on the:

 aristocratic and popular elements were

chiefsand their dependents.were ;esobeated to-the:

Irish Execitive, and’ to .éntertain - sdventurous.

was representative, The legislutive authorit
vested in:a general assembly of the nation’g T
sentatives, the executive power was entrustedem
supreme.conncil elected by this assembiy
Sentéd in. the' Confederate Parliament, cfil::lg ;e‘-““
;,y!g.'q__gfven'-to-tli’e;b'oﬁnsels.of tbe: Church apq ey
quate provision made for-the. expression of t -
The system of a divided authority entrusted ¢, leo,
tive magiatraies wag continned dowrn to the le“‘
departments-ofithe administration—elective b::“
discharged the datiés of judgs of assine. apy
«of justices ofjthe pedce. ;| Having drawn p e:e.n
‘form of government; theoretically faultlngg pnh!‘
«cally most unsuited: to their requirements :‘.he"cm'
federates, protesting all-the while their devoteq
legiance: to- il English: Sovereign, Pproceedeq o
establish a civiland wilitary administrution distj b
from-and adverse’to'the one that claimed to be b
Well \appointed armies, under the Commang ¥
veteran captains who had been trained in the Inf
lian and Flemish wars, were raised for the defey
of the provinces. The castles and forts of the kinte
dom were wrested fiom the king's forces and wyro.
soned with Confederate troops, and vesscls of :’ .
carrying the Confederate colors cruised off the o "
for the protection of the ports. A silver cur:enait
% of the value and gooduess of English money? wt<
issued from the mint at Kilkenny. 'The great s;:[
of the supreme conncil, bearing the Crosg, harp apg
crown, and the legend “Pro Deo, rege, ct patriy
Hiberni unanimes,”—(for their God, their Kine ang
their country, the Irish united) became the w:'mm
of aathenticity for all documents emanating {rom
the Irish government. The great contincatal coet
received with diplomatic honors the representatire:
of the Confederation, and in their turn sent ambgg,
adors to represent their view at the seat of the pe,
government. For the first and the last time ig hey
long history, Ireland was a nation.

The Confederate generals were soon ready to ta}
the field. Their successes were, at first, not g nlL'
proportioned to their superiority in point of numi
bers over their opponents. Preston, the Leinste
general was defeated successively by Moncke Lm&
Ranelagh and Ormonde, and it wag some lin'm be.
fore the combined forces of Barry and Castlehavey
could check the marauding expeditions of Inchiquir.
and St. Leger in Munster, Jo the province of {1,
ster alone the consummate military skill of its cop,.
mander gave the Irish forces a supetiori ty which a:
long as they were led by him, they uniformly main.
tained. Like Epaminondas, he opened for s
country's arms a career of victory which lasted g
long as he led her troops to battle, With him, s
with the Theban general, the light of his conntry’
military glory went out never to be kindied ap
more. He was oneof the few Irishmen whe ip
their land, bave displayed a high order of militags
genius. He had learned the art of war on the battl
fields of Picardy and Champagne, and there had
won the admiration of friend and foe by his ralo
and adflress. Throughout his long campuign i
his native land, where he commanded not well dis.
ciplined, perfectly disciplined, perfectly cquippec
legions, but troops of half-naked, half-starved pea-
sants, where the business of raising, disciplinipy.
and maintaining bis forces devolved wkolly 11po°:_-
himself, where he had to contend with the secret
uf,a_\ousy of his own clansmen, and the avowed hos.
tility of a powerful faction in thc government L.
aerv_ed ; crippled by the poverty and wretchednes
of his followers, and thwarted at every step by his
enemies at the council board, he displayed o lofty
courage, o singlencss of purpose and a fertility ¢
resource which, exhibited on any other stage, wonld
bavewon him a high place among the famons soldi 15
of history, His character has little in common
with the typical Irishmap, with wbom we areql:
familiar. Cool without apathy, cautious without
being dilatory, patient without being despondent,
affable but not familiar, personally brave but never
rash, & dexterous politician and a consummate go)-
dier, such was Owen Mac Art O’Neill, Contedemtc
General of the Province of Ulster—in my judgment
the greatest Irich man who bas played a part in the
histery of Ireland,

Oo assuming the command of the d isorganized
multitede that called itself the Ulster Army, (’Neill
found himself in face of the most formidable enemy
then in the field against the Confederates. Genen!
Leslie and Msjor-General Munroe had been detach-
ed from the Scotch army, with a force of 11,000
men, professedly to defund the Scotch plantations
in Ulster against the rebel Irish, in reality, to safe-
guard the interests of the Parliament ugainst the
King aud the Irish alike. Against such adversaries
great strategic skill alone could enable O'Neill to
hold his ground. He was equal to the requiremen-s
of higsituation. For years he avoided a pitched
battle. Allthe while be was unceasingly active,
t::aining bis wild levies to the nse of musket and
pike, accustoming them, in unimportant skirmishes
to meet the dreadful curassiers and pikemen of the
Parliament, and inspiring them with confidence in
him and in themselves by uniform success in these
engagements, Leven, then Commander-in-Chief of
the Army of the Covenant, had warned Munre.
when leaving him in command of the Scotch forces
in Treland, that he'would be defeated by O'Neill if
that general succeeded in getting an army together,
The event justified the warning. In the fourth
year of the war, the Tllster General at the head of
all his forces, offered battle to the Scotch besideine
little village of Benburb, on the borders of Tyrone.
It was accepted and on the evening of the 6th of
June, 1646, the flower of the Scotch Army lay deal
beside the Blackwater, their colors, artillery, am.
munition and provisions were in the hands of their
victorious enemies, and their leader terror-stricken
and bare-headed, was flying from the pursuit of
troops of Irish horee, to seek shelter bebind the
walls of Lisburn, With the incidents of that day
the history of the Scotch oceupntion in Ulster con.
cludes.

In the other provinces the military operations of
the Confederates were neither directed with such
skill nor attended with such success. The Letnstes
and Munster commandants wers again defeated by
Ormonde and Inchiquin with much less numerous
forces, and morc than once the rapid advance of
the Northern General nlone saved them from the
futal consequences of their incapacity. In spit
of these reverses, they were at lenpth able to
possess themselves of most of the strongholds of
the South and East, and to shut up Ormonde in
Dubiin and Inchiquin in Cork. The cause of the
overthrow of the Confederation lay not in its mis-
¢hances on the field of battle; they were intrinsic
to the Confcderation itself, they grew up spon-
tancously and inevitably withiu it, and would bave
brought it to a disastrous and inglorious end with-
out aid from the external agencics that tended to
the same result.

Neither the first English settlers in Ircland, nor
their doscendants, ever became Irish in sympathy.
They came as colomsis of an alien power, sod
such they continued to be. It is true that in some
cases they adopted the dress and language of the
population about them, nud that when self-interest
required jt, they could mnke light of their al-
legiance to the Eoglish Crown. But even with

these occnsionnl points of resemblance to their

neighbors, they never becnme identified with
them in national fecling or shared their national
inspirations, During the great religious revolution
of the 16th century the English settless, after the
example of their Celtic neighbors, clung firmly to
the ancient Faith, but this.community of religious
belief did not beget any bond of political fellow
ship, Catholic or Protestant, the Anglo-Irigkman
regarded the country from which his ancestors bad
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