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Well Worth Wlllllîg.
CHAI'TER V.-PIC)on Loîî,..

Whihu tire memniage service vas geing ou
in thé quîit -cburch, Ndrs. Loiu st at homne
with a' look ot amxieîîs uxpuctancy ou lier
ceieurluss face, Iisteîîuîg te every sonnd in
the stru<-t. iiîié loeked years eider. A cab
drew up, anîd she rose anid vaiked hclf.wuy
acresi tire drcuu'iig.rooin te muet a atout
gentlemaun, of liigily distnrbeîl and even
irritstcd expression et couîîstenaîîcu, vho
ontere.

.Wcll, Mr. Vautier ? Mles tell méaet
once l

Bfut Mr. Vantlen depesitéd Iîimséif iu thé
first chiair lie met and claspedj lus heud3
across9 lus ample clîest. Mirs. Lerniîg st
dovn tee vithout nuevitig bier eyes frein lits
face*

I wisu i kuca' it, te tell yotu eit once,"
hie seuul 'viti imnpatienice. " Theré it ta,
somnewhere arouîîd, et moincnts al.sst palp-
able and 1 <anuet put my baud uupon it. loin
cenu'ineed in un>,ove mimd your ter arc
toe Weil touînded ; huit thé miaclîlet isa that
vu cannot ustablisît the tact. Whiat ustoe 
doue, thoen ?"

Shu bosve, luer lucad and clasped lier
]'iaide. Il If it vero guet tor lMaud," se
said witît a montu, Il 1 thimk 1 slhuîld net
cane. Ifer iemiage takes place te-nierrosu,
amd oree is offiy Ibis eue (la), Id.t!

IlTuat's the m-orst et il. WVe ueut aise
memembur tliis, J tli;t," tihe gentleman gravé-
)y suidei, Il tîtat, regar'ling Ilhauiî, va are
muniîg serions riskis. If yen hl proot te-
dav thiat wliet yeuî toar is trac, yoen %voul
break tie centract et nitarri îgc' Of course
3-eu vouhd. Net havuîîg sunit preef, hiaving
only yenm cvii feens, %vluclî may or tiry mot
ho rcclhé'd-hie qunestion may nover bu
clearedl up, iii fact-iave yen courage te
say tn thora No ; tîîis must bu post-

"No," Paiil Mme Lorimig. "I slaould liane
tu go tîrtlber, and say whly I svcnted e post-

i qîlite iiietaiJeui. Doua it net
appear te youî, tbcîî," lue iuiquired kindly,

-that it tîtiglt hé hest te ignore suspectons
svliclî ovc arc net able tu prove, sud let
evei*yuhuiig 6o on as already armanLed l Th
deubt, 1 kilow, ivilI bu o-ery terrible te Yeu;

but yoî 'Vi"i spare Yeir cîtlu by bearig it

imns. Loniuug hou cd hier licad tor e long
svbilc in eue ot tire serest siruggles a %voulais
eould hc- calhed on te go tlirougîi. I tîîink
y ou are niglît," sIte- said et lest. '' it is

butter te malte ne sign ; it vilI ho botter
for Mau.ii aud if îuîy foui- is turnied
mute cci îaînty afieseruis, peu-liapa ar-
rangemnts ccii ho madie te keep the trntl
trout lier knowledig.-. My-îusbend ceeld
go abrocil ; anid 1 colilîl g.o aîud lis-o sith btem,
seitÂmout bioakiii- the silecec. ]'erbaps the
ttiu;b-vlicli tîtso oitecoursewoouid be stre

"Ho kuows it uow."
'-miglit inake lîiî more kind te hls

vutu."
Shé Baid ail tItis iii, aolf-cornuuniug

inner, tire vends following tise motion et
hiem thenglîts. ]t ail tîmustît tluis thut, atart-
led by lier itushand's admîissien et e prier
marriage, an admnissiomn nocessary te enabie
bis sou te iuuarr- NIaud fsv elle un Imis ove
naine, Mme. Lorin.g hl privateîy male iu-
quLis-es ceurceriiug t l Ilatc eftLire fimatwsifesa

ouatl, autlund fî>tal!l lieumet, on thée leva et
her child's mierria-v librire te ascertaisi thé
exa-at date. Tiuai, Utc vetiîi vas deuil thtere
vas tue doéhi tlist Henry Loriug beliévedl
ber te b" dcad at the titreof etlis second
marriag,! vu tquzaîly unîlnuîbtedl ; but thet
this uves reaiîy te caséý, MNrs. Loriug vas ut
the iuois.nt utuiille to obtain uvidence: te
prove. Tii' tact tiuglt bave been taken for
gramtéd, uuly for certain tutit wIiic hadl
ariuen un tube ceursecf tîtiuugquirv, andIwhicb
cucul Det ile, Rpecufied luc. One, hoeveor,
vas that, eithot- tîtmougu umaccuuracy of mu-
mery or ig.oracc et tf act, Hienry Loring
samd ]lis seli bacî givet duiont dates. Site
unred net urouso LlIeir suispicieons by bctray.

ing er ovu.
1Mis. Lorng gnome titan suspecteil tiat thé

fatherén d oeit mncit to malte a division et
luer ehild's fort-une ; huit being iersot % ich,
tItis treuhdud ber littie. Itvasulecn, neyer-
thelusa, tiret if sh'. Iud the poer, the sacri-
fice et thme morr.)Il t.beld nettame place.

Il cen't quuite absolv-e mnyscîf," said Mr.
Veuther unennste tubiy. "'I tltink I oelht
muet te havé given rny consent se readiîy.

-- 'ou are mou. te bMaire ut, aIl, Mn. VQant-
1er. Von ucré juaitifiédiluactiuug on myad-
ice."

-- Perliaps 1 vas. Ail thé saine, 1 vish
nov i diuîî't. Buit ibere-wlia'a the~ use ?
It cani't lue holeieulIl

"lNom deiuîyed," aed urMm. Loring vitb a

aigh il husbaud Jiu procnired a speciai1
censc:1 ;\2e ef t that doath.warrant ou' hisstudy table this rnorning, vicera wo coid

se it."I
Il ' it thero now?" Mr. Vantler asked

ivith qui.ck interest.
I1eu sea," alha answered, looking at

hmwitlîan.guid curiosity. ««Yeu de not
want to sec it?"

"Suppose, Julia, "ho aaid, ie a whispor,
I put it iu rny pocket-or in the fire-

thore could bue no marriago to*rnerrow ? A
day ,or two gained might bie of value."

lbo oldîtess ef the quggestion sturtlod
lier, aîîd beore its inîfluence liadt time te
cool, Mr. Vantior roIe bil snd made for the
study. MIrs. Loriiig followed hin - but
they wvere both disappointed, for the muar-
riage license was not to be fousid.

I bad bicou certain cf its bcing on tnit
tablé after hie left thé house ; and ho has
not been back since."

A diligent seerch was moade, but without
resuit. Pcerhapbs, on reflectien, neither fait
thé disappointmennt very serioiisly. Mailing
away Ilviti tire licenso miglit net have becît
attended witb desirable conseqiiences ailter
ail.

A servanit caise ini witlî a card on a saîrer.
Mr8. Loring read thec nanie with a start af
surprise-ltLwas tlîat of IlMr. Arthunr Lor.
ig Priera oritlg,' only tire lebst two %vords

werc crossed out in pencil.
Arthur Loring eiitered tire roisi, Borne-

what, fusbed, ad with the woddiîig faveur
still in bis hut:oi.hloe. Thie lady rose, and
Iooking gravely at the visiter, observed :
IlMr. ý'antler %ili excuse us for a while if
yeu want te speak te me partictilarly, Mr.
Loring?"

Ile follewed lier te tire next roisi, whcre
libre st dowu. as on the former occasion,
sî'îtl lier brick te thte window, and placcd
Mîin in cxactly tire saisis position egain. Tibesi
elle waited.

"lPerhaps," lie cemmenced, taking addi
tienalI cou rage frein the recollection cf thé
last inîter'view in tîtat reoin. I may begiîî
wvhat I ]latve te say by referring te then
luat occasion on wlîiclî 1 sais vou ini thIs
rooin, i rs, Loring. 1 îîeed net recel i vliat
passed. 1 have net sau, uier atterriptell
te see, yeîîr daugliter aince thon,subtil tlié merniîig. 1 wes iîivitcd
by Misa Lavelle'a maid, anmd by the
young mari wlîe is now bier linsband, te
attend at tîteir marriege. Until yeur
danglktei arrived at tle chîirch door h adl
ne suspicion that site was te bu thuré. If I
hl hll sech a suspicion," ha added,
aftr panaing, I 1 hould have absented
mysoif. '

,àîrs. Loriug inclitied lier lied un sileut
acceptauce of isviord. Bat it eppearred as
if soînething in the yoiiig man's inunner-a
third party, if present, ceuid net imagine
wliat-mudce lier begin to fuel norveus.

IAftur what 1 told yen et our lest inter.
v'iew," liu coitiînued. I iîeed not, 1 tbink,
go ito tire sensationîs with which I huard of
your datîglter's epproacliing murriage te-
iiierrew, hMr. Lering-te a man for wliou
elle lias ne love, or uven rus pect, eaid who
cames just as little for lier. 1 kucw the nu-
turc of thîe bargain, Mrs. Loring, by wlîich
Mud wvas seld te rny uncle's seu, iu order
thet mils uncleas dir4grace, as the muin ef
liuudrcdsofconfldiîig and dccîvud iniveators,
mig lit bo everted tilI lie hall timu tu make
lhi préparations. Fifty tlîousand pentade
wvill but '"ay dis, smash for a little while. "

'You roter te the Annuitants' Assucia.
tien ?" she said stecdily.

I1(Io, M rs. Leriiig. It is ou the lirinlc et
disastor, anîd is pat aaàving. Tlîat, liowevcr,
is not uîy concern. IÇnowiiig Malud, if 1 lied
nue warmer feelinîg tlîaî sucli more k-newledge
ivas ualculiseo te inspire, could I--ceuld
amy persoli-havo a heurb uinived by tdie
spectacle et se eold-blooed a deaiug with
lier iappimese'"

The celer swuplt scrobs the rnetler'a face,
for slle fuît thie aiarpucas of thé unink-
tentional tlimnat.

I l lot dwull on otlier things-de.
liberate outrages aiîned ut myseif by tliosé
two euts. Yen $eid the lest time I vas hoire,
tîtal yen emild notnndcratandyonrhuaband
throwimg IlNIad andl me togutlier aa waa
done-your liusband, whoia îny unrolcnting
osemy tîcaise I arn thé son of My
mothor ami father' Sital 1 tell yen why,
Mra. Lorimg? It vas ini order te malie mu
sufrur by givi'ig lier te this other man before
my eyea. liu wlbuld bring me, if bu conld,
te sute tire sas ifice, se s te li1i the cep of
bis vindictiveness te the erims Il"

"1For }Téavem's sake," Mra. Loring burat
onît, almost amgrily, "1cornu te thé undi I
knew aIl that already Il'

Unpruparce for tItis avowal, ho crîmsoued
te thé reuta cf bia bair and etood sup with
definant eyee. "lVery Wall; medamn, 'lie re-

p ljied. ', 1 %vll corne te the end, at otite. 1
lave takcii thé advantage vhicli fortune put

iiite zny baud, und I airs ready for the ceuse
quenua. Atthé bnrch, yoesr daiighbter'

.n.id placoed in uay bîande a inarriage liccuse,
for the marriage ef Arthur Lering and
Maud Lavellu, Thé end ln, thon, that Ar-
thur Loring and Msaud Lavello made use et
the liconse and got married."

Mnî. Lorimo feil baek in bier chair, staring
at the Young mnan vithfiréd eyea, white face,
and parted lips She vus poýWerfuIIy affectcdl
by the uatounnding anueuneoment; but the
crack of deorn, Arthber Lerîng believcd,
weuld nbt have béée able te liftthie veil ef
inscrutability frei ho!r fuatures.

IlMuud," ohu aid ut leugth-'" uy daugb
ter-is your vift?

*1Mand la my wifo. It wus riglit that 1
sbould cerne ut once and infom yeu. For
the presunt, 1 have taléen ber te iny uncle,
Ralpb's." Hé aîed théstreet ud number,
but shle appoared to puy ne attention.

Thoera vas anether panse-a very dia.

agribeabié one to the nowly-made busband.
eo lisd dont, a&Il that hoe had coule te do, and

vas impatient te rut ti il. e bowed coldl Y
and tnrned te the dooer.

"lYen havé donc a seriens thiug, air," se
thoen ssid, Iland I wili net forecat thte con-~
sequences. Yen muet deal with thenu. Tire
liceuso vas trandnleutly obtuiuud, and
fraudtsie:tly used."dute

.GatdMrs. Loring. Yourdar
iever, is rny vite &Il thîe samc-witi lier

owu cîttiré consent."
"My dauihbter is e inter. 1 arn lier

guardiati; aund the gentleman iu flie next
rent la huer trustes. I muet cenfer vith
hum bilon this nexpected situation. "

".Vcrv Weil, Mrs. Loring. 1 muan ne
diarespect te you -for yen arc Mand's
mother, nd site loes yon-bnt Meud is
novu my wifé, and aIl thé guardians aud
trustées under héaven saah net take her
frein me."

IlYen havé aise yeux nle te del witb
but et course Yeu keew that. Atter 1 bave
censulted vith Mr. Vantler, yen shall have
eur deciaien communicsted te yen. "

Ru bowed again, uudv.s glad te leave thé
lies.

Arthur Lering'a beart, ut twenty.two,
svîth Maud nov hi, owu, vas net disposed
te tae in treublesa; and theughi tliere wure
auxietiés enough uhéuad cf hlm, lie vent
heck te Maud with a bounading stop and a
bnight face.

1 bey veré ail there -lier aveet face& vas
et theo window vhen bu caile np thé atreot
-and lie kissed ber Whu Iéo eîitered as
reptureusiy as if hoe vas the buarer of e mes-
sage et reconcilietion. It vas amytlîiug but
that, as thé reader knows; but hée made
liglît et it.

"ITook it vcry celmrly, Mend," lic vhis.
paredl te thé auxiena bride, "but cf course
kupt lier sentiments deep as a Wel. The
trustee-Vantler-in there, se vo shahl
iîear in duo timu."

Mutters in Ralph Loring'a recuis were
ratîtereurbarrassiug, hosmever, punding thé
arrivai et that gentleman, vbem Arthîur hll
tolegrephed for. Nothing conid surprise
thas. gentleman's amazernent en arriving te
fi nd t ose two pairs ef marricd pep le c-tnally and indnuiitably nier ried peesi, tes.t
freina the cxperienced aud propitieus haballe
ef the Rev. T ornas Tliornton,astéstificd by
documenta beariug bist umplîetic signature
-ccupying bis modest. Sittingreern. Liké
eue in a drearn, Raîpli Lering liatuîîed te
thirecitaloifKitty'sabstraction of the liceuse
freint Mr, Henry Loring'asatndy, as e apecu-
Iatun ;and 1mw successtuill thîe speculation
hl turneil ont, as provudl beyeud question
by the tact that Art hur sud Meud werc nov
minan d wite.

Ralph seumed teei duuitounded te lied
utterence fer bis émoctions for twe or thrcu
minutes ; then fixing bis eyca more in sor-
row thtan mehuike riera Mrs. IIernby, hée suid
te that Yenng vemen : IlKitty you'll get
twéuty yeara fer titis day's doings "

IlLaw, Mr. Loring !" she replied, tessirug
lier bonad, Il lut us have soinoething cheerfuller
te talk about. 1 don t wuan't te louve Jeck
a widower till 1 arn thirty-eight."

IlWhatualittle heatheu,"s3aid Ralpk; "site
bas ne révérence for thé lava cf tlîulaîd" I
The tirnes arrived Whoeu Mr. and Mrs. Horuby,
iudfui et certain expetant friende await.

lng tbem ut Vuxhall Pierf thé festivitiés, it
appearcd, wéréi te ho hold down lire river ert
a tua.garden, fumud emouîg seekers of pieu.
sure,) hud te départ; andilu kissîng the arnaîl
bride ut the doer, Mr. Ralphexchanged wtth
bier certain mysteieus signir of ple-isuru and
congratulations, wliicl, te a liucher sorcep.
tien than that ci John Hornhly, Weuld havé
made it, citer thut Raipli lied boon an ac.
complice ie thé plot oonnéctedl witb the
marriage licunse.

"*New,yeungpursoes" hée said. returning,
"nov that yen lie lakitin ti plunge, whut

a ta lie donte net 1"
.. For my part," answered tice bnuulegrom,

laughing, 1*I thick a ride otaide aus omni.

bus -OUI(, bé qito in accordanco with pro-
auîît vays su une."'

IlNet Wheu yen hiave a bouse ci ycnr ove
te taile your wife te, Arthur. You wonld
hé the first ef yenr fumily thut didn't taise
bis bride te Priera Loning."

"Priera Loning isa not miné, nci."
"For thé turne boing it is yonr mother.

in.law's; but mnotliors-iii-lîtv are net se
black as tley are puinted. She wen't turu
Voas ont during thé boneyunoon.'

At that, moment a message urrivedl front
Mii. Loring. It Woas a lino addrussed te
lier duugbter: Ibl -ltST MAUD--COi te
meiout once, and bring your hîtsband."
That vas ail. Thé vritten vends sient
hopes nnd fuars-chiéfly thé iatter-tiyiug
tbreugh botb ; but Arthur qnietly placed
lis antu areund Mand and kisas.d lier.

IlTîîat's tire vyAithur," said Ruipli
approvingly. ce.a it a allumions freont
Cadegan ,3quare?"

leIlYes," repliud the Young Iînsbend. ' 1
ift Mmei. Lcrie and Manid'e trustée taking

cosnsel.-Cîîîo eleng, lMeud," hoe addéd
clîéorfully, 'l and let ns gét it ovér. It
will bue casier thun yen suppose. Thun vo
wili coe back sud conquit witb VUnle
Ralpl. ,

"lNo, -yeîî won',.," obsenved that guntié.
inu iti ecision. " Uncle al phb ilImot
hé hore. HIe will be, weiting et St. paneras
Station te fling an eld ables atter yen. "

White Maud vas putting on lier jacket
and btut, Raipi took bisroplîew isstethé uext
roecu. IlNow, Arthur, my boy, just oee
iverd. Yen havit won the victeî-y, tuke nîy
word for it. Pin your faith te your tuethér-
tu.lJav-you will find lien triuas steel when
abse l ne longer ie férar. Cive lier that, vîten
yonr interview is ever," hée said, placing a
sbealed esavelopé iu hia band. IlThcy abonld
bavecerne te me animer in thé sauter. Itilathe régister et thé deatb et Henry Leriaga.
tiret vifc-vhcu elle hadn't a triéud cft--
ccd It sets yonr wife's tuother truc frein bier
honduge. AIl will bu Weil nov."

The Young félw accrnsd hardhy Le coin-
prcllend.

"'Net a verd te Maud about it, Arthutr.
Fer that bit et puper clone shu suid yeu wiii'
lue receivcd vith open arma. Takle rny word
fer it, aed go et once. Meud is waitin«.
Off with yen ; and I saîal bu uat, St. Paneras
te set yoni avay by the five-thirty train.
God bleus yen "' The old n'en suent dovu
ssjth theons te the dieur, bidding thein hé of
gond cheer and net ferget the fivé-tbirty
train.

At haif-pat six o'clock that evénisîg Mr.
Hlenry Lorieg sud blis soit venu leengiug on
e terrae on thé west aidé et Priera Loriug
lieusse, smoking cigars alter an eamly airs-
lier, and leokiug ietensely sutisfiéd. Thé
declining sain abone over a vide expeese et
old timber, wbiclî the eider gentlemen ap-
peured te regard svitli special inteneat.
Tbey bcd been ovur thé Park sud cs-eny
reom ot the maussiet, and vére therefome ils
a position te revîew their gond fortune in a
comprehieusivé mariner.

"lYen are géttiug it choaply, Arthtur, ut
lit ty theusaud," said Mr. Henry Lerng.
IlAter puying off thé mortgngés, yen vii
liaveseventythousaeudclearetyonr bankcr's.
11ev rany men in. Euglsnd will bue in a Eike

t:aitien? And Maud , sa a vite, is net te
coisnted for a littlé- abé is a rar-e girl"

The other smiléd-not ut thé rufurence te
Maud, but uit tbist te the" mrnetgagea. "
Hfenry Loring oves inch'sdiug bi1s en secoud
rnertgagé ofthirty tliousuud il las calcule-
tions-;bumtthe dutiful sou was quite reseuv.
ed. te disappeint hirn in that matter-vhén
the time camé.

IlThat tituber needa thiung," the other
couitintied. I kuov soetlîng about
tituber, and yen eu easily cnt dove tun
tlàouad pouda' Worth witheut iujuring
thé appearancé et thé a't-ate. I aisould ses
about this ut once.",

1I intemd te do se," vas thé reply.
"And vo vili have a miuîing engtneer

devu ç' eotat delay, for 1 arn ciuvinced
thème is aîîy quautity of coul end iron on thé
preperty. Sincé cornmelldand pastures
don't puy," lié obsiemved vith a grim, Il wé
wiii sacrifice thepicturesqué te thé practical,
and se what thé amilieg fields have got un-
d.reeatli. Ian't that it T"

IlThnts it-utdonhtedly."
Thé coringprepniétervas quit., iu accord

vits the "l duvelopinent" of thé nid estate
by thé propesélid methodis. But ho képil ls
ove counsel, until tu-mrrevs éivent vast
ever, on eue part cf titeprogramme: thisovas;
thecpurtceuuprised in the proee, -we. As
salon as Mm. Artbur wu in pessession, hia
parent snd benefiactor sliboi recéive a

sturttiug sud usapléuast surpmise;, there
shonidhle but cee master ut Priers LorngAt thiS point thé cen"émaation stiffoeod a
aurnpriaing, ansd tor a white inex-plicable, in-
terruption.' Thé belle ot the village cbsurois,
abolit hall a miile off, bégui te rnge witb
iivély vigour. The diatnait soumisu of iuay


