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g;
very g "lonuus emlireuce to look do“n from ; but lact is useful,

portable applicable, always alive, always alert, .1I\va)s market-
able’; it ie the talent of talents, the availableness of resources, the
applicability of power, the eye of discrimination, the right hand of

intellect.>*-—-Ibid.

———— e ——

JESUS CHRIST, A WITNESS OF THE TRUTH.

Ta this end was I born, and for this cause came [ into the world; that ]
should bear witness to the truth. John, 13: 37.

We are told by our Apostle, that it behoved Christ to be
inade in all points like wnto Ris brethren, that he might be to
them a faithful High Priést in things appertaining to God. Men
are so frequently required to appear in the character and eapacity
of a witness, that one of the laws of God, included in the tables
delivered to Moses by Jehotah, on Mount Sinai, is to this effect :
that men should not in the discharge of the daties of that office,
forget at any time the presence of the Supreme Judge ; and bear
false witness against thelr neighhour. And so dishonourable does
the breach of this law .lppear in the eye of reason, that no ho-
nourable man would be feand to plead guilty to it, were it
charged upon him.  Indeed such a charge is deemed one of the
hlrrhest insults which we can offer to a fellow man, and he ac-
cordingly arouses all his energies to resent the aﬂ'ront Yet in
society at large—in Christian socu.ty——and among tue most Ao-
nourable men, so little pains is taken to ascertain the truth, par-
ticularly in regard to religion ; and so much shrinking is mani-
fested in the statement and defence of it ; that whether we con-
trast ourselves with the requisitions of our Lord, or his example,
we find that most of us, even of the classes mentioned, full con-
siderably short of the stundard to which 1hev should have arrived,
as witnesses for the truth. : \

What, then, can we do better as a moral exercise, than to ex-
amine carefully the character of our Lord Jesus—as a witness
for the truth ? ‘and with equal care to imitate him in the discharge
of our own duties, in this departinent.  Tn prosecution of this in-
quiry we do not find that our biessed exempiar ever compromised
the honour of Almighty God for the sake of worldly fame or ad-
vantage. The pursuit or offer of these advaniages is to most
men a severe temptation, and doubtless was to him a trial of
Yet in resisting it, as tn all other instances, he

- was fuithful’;, and: accordmwly victorious. Here‘, where many of
~ “thé rmghty hdv‘. e fallen, he was. mvulnerable 'Sécbndly —Weido
ot find: tlnt ke kept back from hlS d15r:1ples any po'tlon of truth

sottie. magnitude.

' ' whrch it w..ts desrreab}e or proper for them to be acquamted wrth

1t is true, ‘he did not inform them of all which he might, that he
left many truths unrevea]ed or but partly revealed ; but this was
in reference to their incapacity at that tine to receive them, or to
the future work of the Holy Spirit, as their guide into all truth:
it in fact supposes, nay more, it proves, that these were truths,
" which at that stage of their advancement it was neither desiruble
nor proper for them to be acquainted with.  Thirdiy,—We find
that he so stated what he did communicate, as to encourage and
reward the diligent inquiries of his hearers.  Not making his in-
structions so chvious as to remove the distinetion which should
subsist between the indifferent and the interested hearer,—Dbe-
tiveen the man who manilests a blameable recklessness, or at
most but an hereditary fundness for religion, and his fellorv, who
ingenuously inquires after her institutes, as things of vital iinpor-
tance to the world at lurge, and especially to himself. Fourthly,—
When truth was vecessarily of an offensive character, owing to
the wronz dispositions of his hearers, we do not find that he on
that account concealed or misrepresented it. He reproved sin,
cven the most popular, in the most candid and upright manner ;
regarding not the presence of men, but only the importance of‘
truth and the value of their immortal souls.  And to judge of rhis
conduct by its effects, there can be no doubt that, though in se-
veral instances the ill pussions and demeanour of nien were ex-
ciied into inereased activity by his fuith{ul remonstrances, in se-
veral more, their conviction and salvation were owing to the just
line of conduct pursued by this fuithful witness tewards them,
Fifthly,—He stated old truths of importance, in a more explicit,
iiteresting, and influential manner. Men may regurd truths of
the highest lnportance in such a custorbary und unawakened
manner, as to be unaflected, and consequently unreformed by
them. And insuch conditions as much good may be done by an
explicit and manly promulgation of the kind of truths in question,
as by an entirely new revelation. This often constitutes the main
work of the reformer ; and a refortner of the Mosaic econniuy was
our Lord. Tn this capacity he bore an exemplary witness to the
truths of antiquity ; he anmnounced to his prejudiced countrymen
that he came, not to destroy but fulfil the law ; and never was it
£0 magnified and lionoured as by his lips and life. - His Sermon
on the Mount is an amp]e vindication of these remarks.  Now it
was by thls deliverance of the truth of the old covenant, coupled
with his benign invitations and encouragement to action, that lie
gathered together and preserved so great a flock to his praise,
and the honour and enlargement of a visible church of God on
. ear‘th’ Sixthly,—He revealed many new truths of capital import-
ance ; ‘and in this particular he was a prophet and benéfactor of
. khe ﬁrst order. Tl he came, men were not properly or fully ae-

| to benefit our. friends, and conciliate*our enemies; -

qu.unted with the &octrme cf the (hvme nature—of the cnpaclt) of
the human nature for koliness—of the forgiveness of sins and the
new birth—of the nnmo"mhty of the soul—of the resurrectmn,
and eternal life—of the destination of departed souls—ofthe final
judgment—of the privileges ‘of thé saints—or -the ‘state of 'the
church triumphant. " These, and - & great many more manifesta-
tions of truth, were - carefully unfolded by him, who * alone is
worthy to take the book of divine revelation, and open the seals
thereof.”” On the whole, and in rcference to truth in general,
it may undoubtedly be aflirmed, as was affirmed by his enemies;

never man spake like this man, Let us behold him,—for whe-
ther we regurd the truths he prnmulged the eondescension and
urbanity with which he unfolded them, the manifold effects of his
deliverance of trath, or the unbounded advantages which have re-
sulted from his testimony, we are constrained 1o immortulise the
great Judean Preacher in our hearts, and our kearts themselves
to respond, never did man spealk like this man,”

But as Christians we ought to admire—but ot merely admire,
we ought to imitate in this: particular our great exemplar, Far,
suid he, *“ Thave given you’ an example, that. ye should do as 1
kave done to you.”” We ought, therefore, not only to speak the
truth,.whenever we do sjﬁeak, but in sach a manner as to recom-
mend the truth spoken. By these means we should endeavour
¢ Deuth and:
life are in the power of the tongue,” aud, Christians should - nat
only avoid all eul speaking, but constantly strive, by the cultj-
vation of rermous knowledge, and religions tempers, ‘and a cor-
dial love for.our fellow men, ®especially those who are .of the
household of fuith,”’ to reprove, convince, edify and gain them
and to be of the number of those who *offerid not in word,?
which, says the Apostie, ‘¢ are perfect men, and able to govecffn
the whole body.”” The Scriptures of truth show, (so important
is the use of the tongue,) that when man speaks, God should be
praised, his neighbour edified, and the speaker himself advanced
in hohness, usefulness, and meetness for heaven.

W. T. Tevrox.

CHILDREN’s QUEsTIONS.~It is commonly said that a child’s
questions are often of all others the most difticult ; and this is quite
true ; simply because they go to the depths’ of truth, whereas we
are accustomed to draw water for our daily use lrom the surface
only-—a. surface in: gener&l from its exposure, full of all kinds.o
foulness---and therefore softer and of better accnmmodahon to our

services than the pure and clear, but snmewlmt hard genumeness :

ofthe sprln«r. -But thetrquestlons of children : ire often not’ onlv
very difficult, but very dlsplensmr a}so ;. and 1lus from the sume
cavse, from their tendency to the very root, thelr sheer radicalism.
As, for instance, a little boy will asls, Why does papa eat so' many
nice things-—so much nicer thanthe poor people? and, Why does
he go about dressed so finely, though he never works ? and, Why
do the other men let him have so much land, when be says that
I ought not to have for my own garden any more than I can dig -
with the little spade ? and, Why do the poor people work for hitn
all day, and then take their bats off to him, and call him Sir? Why
don’t they take it in turns to do it, he one day and they the next ?
Nosw, thesc are home-thrasts ; they are not to be parried. The |
only way to meet them is the hard, stiff, impenetrable, ass-hided
callousness of custow ; and aceordingly this is dove. Don't be
so troublesome ; don’t ask questions about what does not concem'
you ; nobody ever inquires of aliitle boy about such things, and |
therefore you need not know them; or, if any answer at all be
given, it is generally in the form of what the lawyess call a horse
plea—I suppose because it runs away from the question ; a'silly,
parsley-bed evasion-—a frustation instead ol a reply. The child
feels at once, for children are keenly sensitive of ridienle, that the
purpose is to make fool of him ; and the purpose is often'gained.
e is made a foo! indeed, not merely for the moment, figuratively,
but perhaps also, if the practice be continued, actually and ever
after. Such is the encouragement given to the really commenda.-
ble spirit of curiosity, the inquisitiveness of the child after truth
and right principles. The fact is, that wherever there is corrup.
tion and preversion of custom, truth and principles are the most
inconvenient things imaginable. The less that is said about them
the better, at least for dominant interests. But it is long hefore
children can be made sensible of the convenience of such oblj-
quities---they cannot cusily shuffle themselves into the loose social
habits. They know nothing of conventional plirases and opinions

they are nosophists, and therefore, in many cases, they are the
best and truest of philosophers.—Self Eormation. "

. BY THE INDUSTRY.

NEWS FROM CANADA

Throughont yesterday and to-duy our city has been very machi
excited in consequenca.of the seizure and hurning of the Curoline,
and the killing of one our citizens at Schlosser. The feeling
generated by these ucts is aftogether’ different from the p.:trlotlc
excitement which has prev. ailed here. The taking of the’ life of

Durfee, and the wounding of other. citizens, and the burning of|!.
-despa!ches to lhe British: (:overnment: one” from

the (‘dro!me are acts for which our government is ‘bound to: de-
mand the fullest and ‘most ample atunement. The Caroline clear-
ed from thls port on the forenoon of Friday last, for Schlosser,

‘manded his passports.

»Island is reported

borne'by a Lower C.mada ‘I‘amot for whos
‘were offered. ,

showing hf,r culuurs, in - consequence 'o “breaki
Al evening - she hauled - up along the-dock’
Schlosser, and was miade fast.. " ‘

~Several persous who wore there’ at the time, ; ,
tain lodging for the night, went aboard the hoat:t -4
this number, we uuderstdnd ‘were some volunieers- for, Navyl
Island from Rochester. The ofly mrms on. board were’ u-few"
pistols, and an old musket. A littleafier mldmght the bonts rom. -
Chippewau came slongside,~~they. .contained inz4fl from 80 to''50
men, As they approrched. the Carofine they weré -hailed, but -
withoat stopping to pnrley. they rushed upon, her dsck,: mmed' L
with pistols, boarding pikes and cutlusses, and a «renerul ‘melee =
ensued. ‘The-affair Iusled but a few minutes ;. the boat was soon
cleared of her crew and lod"ers. towed into . the. stream and set:
on fire. She went blazing into the rapids, but probably broI\e o
pieces before going over the fulls,

Of the 33 persons who ‘were on board in the evenlng, 9 'lre:
missing. 1t is not ascertained with absvlute certamty, ‘that any .
except Durfee was killed. He was found lying on hls buck - on.
the deck, with a ball through his furebead. :

A M. King is severaly wounded by a sabre eut in the shouldar
Capt. I]nrdmg, of the brig Indiuna, has a cut extending from tha " -
left corner of the fnrehend to lhe,nose. A negro. is. also desper- - :
nlely woouded. But two persons. were taken_ 3 onea boy oflhlsf'f? ;
cny, and a Canadian fromn Grand River. 5 S

The faneral of Durfee was uttended by upwards of 2000 per-‘
sons.. . ‘ -

- Sir: I‘ranus Head was at ’I‘oronto when it look placa nnd 80 wh Bt
presums was Col. MENab, who'is Speuker of: he House of As—
semhly —Buﬂ'alo Com. .ﬂdvcr tiser. ‘ ST

The U Canada Leqzaldturc met on the 28th Decembcr." :
The Speech of Sir Francis ITead is of unusual length, and treals "+
fully of the disturbances of the Province. Afier alluding o tho -
death of his late Majesty, and the accession of Queen _Vrclorm,
Sir Francis enters inlo the political differences of the Provinee,
and the cohspiracy which existed to subvert the British Constitu-
tion. MHe allowed, he says, the conspirators tu matere their plans
unmolested, and allowed the Military toleave the Province, de-
pending on the strength of the well effected.  He next alludeg io
his surprise at the actual insurrection, to the meeting with the in« -,
surgents, and to the loyalty and bravery of the Nllma. The en- -
tre test of insurrectionary principles, their complete defeut, and
the return of Tranquility ure next dwelt on, and while the Pro-
vince was in this state, the appearance of fresh lrouble is Lhus s
stated: e
1 regret to inform ' }ou, that lhe peacr- of; lhh provrn(;e wa
suddenly invaded from a quarter from which her Ma Jesty’s su
Jjects in this provmce ha(l certainly y mever ‘calcnlated upon r
ingan: attack! & - L
| ‘fbuch are the feelmg oﬂlhe Bntlsh peopl towar
orm }ou,thut in
2d- [} shlp, honsnde bl
r:c.ms, revnrdless of the , commmed RS
graded clmracter of the:man, have: sympathlz
pul rebel,- who has- lately: dbsconded asa’ crumndlvfrom our land,
lreglet to inforn’ you, that Amencm citizens of influence a R
arenl wealth have come forward to coerce the brave and inde- "
pendeut people of Upper Canada, to change laws and institutions
which they have lately, by open dnd alnost universal suﬂrune
publicly declared that they prefer. :
“Such has been the popular excitement, that not only has a ho-
dy of Americans headed by Ameritan leadorq withina few duays,
taken possession of Navy Island, (which I)Llonua to the British e
s)mpuc,) but a Proclammition has just been issued from this spot,
declaring that the stundord of libeity is planted in Canada—that o
provisioual government is eslublished there—that a reward of five
hundred pounds is oflfered for my upprehension—thit three hun- . |
dred acres of her Majesty’slands wiil freely be bestowed by this:
provisional government upou any volunicer who shall personally
assist in invading our freedom 5 and it is added that ** ten milliony -
of these Janis, frir and fertile, will speedily be at their disposal;” ¢
with'the other vust resources of a country more extensive and rieh;. . ;-
in natural treasures than'the United Kingdom or old Frzmce

«I am isformed that Americans from various quarters are hnsten-“j P
ing from the interior to join this standard of avowed plunder and’ -
revolt—that cannon and arwa are pubiicly proceeding there—and: 7
under these circumstances, it becomes my/painful duty to inform .«
you, that without baving entertained the shightest previous- doubt 5
of the smceruy of Amenc.m alliance, the mhubltunts of this pro-- -
vince may in'afew days becalled upon by me to defend their ™
lives, their proparties and their libertics, lrom an attack by Ame-" * *
rican citizens, which, with no desire to ofiend, I must pronounca\
to be unpurr.dlcled in the history of the world.” e
Sir Francis then expresses the firmest confidence in the brnrer_y h
and loyalty of the Inhabitants ; he remarks on the flagrancy of
the threatened intervention ; on the natari strengtih of a Country - %
in resisting invasion, and on the assistunee which Grest Britwn. -
will afford to her subjects in that part of the Empire.  Sir Francis -,
concludes on this tepic by exp.e=smu an expectation that the Am-_
erican Government will promptly vindicate its character regarding
these transuctions ; and by, stuting that he kud cowmunicated
with the Governor of New Yorl\, and with_H. Majesty’s I Minister- . .
at Washingion, on the subject,-—and that he had reinforced the
Militia on the frozmer, and hid prepared for a general cull upoﬁ
the militiz. His Exceliency then adverts to the remuneration
which shonld be provided for losses &nd injuries suffered "by- the:
msulrer‘tmn Lo measures of ltiture prolet‘tlou uud to remstance {0
aggression orﬁhc terr uor) of lh(, Prowncc. i :

——

It is said, that the British Hmnsler at \Vashmﬂton ]
vain pressed the intervention of the U. States Govc.rnm nt
press the hostile acts of its citizens reapeumg Canaa.z, 9,171

o

‘An unsuccessful attack nf the U Cunuda force

b

r at-Washington, one from Canada in’

Miui great 1p'eed

e 16 1\»‘

whither s.le went, and during the day made sqveral tnps between




