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stone wall,” was the dry rejoinder of the shrewd young stripling.

“ [leaven forbid,’’ exclaimed the other, **that your feats
should. have aught of truth for their foundation ! But, tell me, of
whom are the drugs purchased wlich Vivaldi prescribes 2"

v Of Grasso, the little spothecary, by the church yonder," was
the answer.

« An honest man and a true,”’ remarked the stadent. <<}
know hins far one who would not put his bund to so dark a deed
as that you hint at.  But, tell ane, who is despatched for the me-
dicines 2’

«t Mysolf,”” replicd the page,

“*Then, perhups,”’ resumed his companion, ¢ you cannaine
the ingredients.”’

“Nay,"* said thoe boy, ** it passes my humble knowledge to
read tho cramped seraw! of the learned physiciun ; but there,"
he added, drawing a paper from lis bosom ; * read it yourself!
J am even now on my way for another supply.”

Leonardo eagerly snatched at the paper ; but after a glance at
ity contents, ho remarked, ** Well ! there is nothing here to il
One would think that Vivaldi, having been called in,
deemed he must do something for his fee ; and, therclore, has
prescribed that which will do neither good nor harm, while he
trusts to Natare to work the cure of an unimportant silinent in her
rQwn way,”’

“ But ere you sure,’” snid the page, *“that it is not the mere
vehicle—-menstruum 1 think you dortors call it—of some perni-

cious drug, intended to work the mischiefl I apprehiend?”’
““Shrewdly put;'my youngsir,”” exclsimed the other; ¢ bul

now el me, into whose handsdo youdeliver the mixture when
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Or cure.

it in ohtuined ?

“ o the nurse,” was his reply.

“ Who, of course, administers it to the pauem ** resumed
Leonardo.

“Nu,” said the boy, ¢ thatoflice, by special arrangement—
wherefore, 1 know not, exoept for the purposeof implicating e
—is reserved for me; nnd as the portion i3 not taken until noon,
when iy lady has quitted her chaniber, there would appear to be
no reason why I'should not perform it.”’

T'he stndent made no immediate rejoinder to this remark, but
scomed lost for some mements in profound meditation upon the
agal'tliu1g intelligence which hnd been communicated to” Lim. At
Inst he ssid, “Reluctant as I am. to b@[ie\'e_ that thero dre three
persons in Padua base and wicked enough to entertain so diaboli-
cat a project, 1 confess there is that.in what you have told me
which has given me cause for unensiuess, if not for suspicion.
Yot wlat to do in the inatter passes iny poor judgment to decide.
Do you, however, keep your awn counsel, until this mystery be

fucther developed, in order to which, do you procure two phials
'{‘nf the mixturce this cvening 3 delivering one to the nurse as'usuval,
snd secroting the other on your person ; “and you have much less
daxtority than I give you creditfor, if, whonJuu are abopt 10 per-
form your oflico ufj]mcul.lpean capbeurm, you -cannot exchango
the bottles, and _giving your lady the contents of the concenled
bottie, secure "ur me that which had prenously been in the cus-
Loy of the nurse.  Will you undertake to do lhm m :
o OThat will 1,07 waos \hq answer, ¢ though the eyes of t\rrvu-
~eere upon mie the while!

"The Council of Two ndjonrned their sitting until the fol!owmw
c\'cunm; and having arranged to meet at the same lmm “the

page proceeded on his errand to the apothecary, snd thence return-
'Llln the paluce of the marchese, whoese .umct; at the situation
of his only child it is impossille to l]pacnhc, aggravated as were
his approlicusiona by the singular and distressing (Bﬂt.(/l:-(!f the po-
tion which had been given the day previous. It was nccordingly.
with the utmost ipatience that he waited for the arrival of Vi-
valdi .ou the following worning. Tlhe learned physician, how-
ever, listened to. un acconnt of the effects produced by the medi-
cino with grent complaconey 5 assured the marchese that they
were prucisely those which he expected nnd desired, and that if
the course ndopted were persevercd in, he should have not the
slightest doubt of the resalt bring cvery thing that he counld
wish, ‘

During (his conference, Vinzentio was waiting in the ante-room
of Guilietta’s chamber, out of which the nurss followed the phy-
sician an his taking leave, probably for the purpose of some com-
uunication on the subject of their patient, with which, huwever,
‘the presence of the page nppeared to interfere. The looks ex-
changed by the warthy pair tended to confirm him in his opinion
us ta the cxistence of a confederacy, whether fur good or for evil,
und he resolved to be more than ever on the alert.

As on the preceding day, Vinzentio was summoned to adminis-
ter the unweleome dose o his lovely niistress, in whom he waas
greatly shocked to perceive an alteration, which, prepared for it
as he was in some manner, he conld not lave sqpposed wauld
lave ocenrred in so brief a space. A moment’s thought, how-

ever, on the inportast part which he was conscious of playing in
tho druna—he hoped it would not prove to be a tragedy—restor-
~ed lisself-possession. The duplicate bottle was concealed in
hjs sleeve, nnd with n nerve and hardilioad scarcely 1o be looked
far t his years, but which, nevertheless, was esseatial to the sae-
coss of his manauvro, he effected the exchange at the very me-
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his test ; *¢ thero is foul play here!

‘| blessing and your help, I yet trust to do.

ment that he was staring the narse full in the face. = This piece of
audacity he subsequently justified by alleging that had he torned
from her during the operation, he could not have been sure that it
liad not Leen watched, while the attempt at concealinent would,
in itsell, have excited suspicion.

Giulietta turned from the nauseous misture with a shudder, oc-
casioned by a recollection of the effécts of the first she had tuken ;
hut encouraged by her favourite page, who ventured to hint that
the same consequences Imight not result, she swallowed he
draught, observing, as she did so, that there was a slight differ-
ence in the taste, which she thought not quite so disagreeable as
that of the foruier one. This remark was not heard by the nurse,
who was engaged at the window of the apartment, and Vinzentio

was not sorry that it hud escaped her.

Punctually at the hour of nine was cur trusty page at the deor
of Leonardo,.to whom he delivered the phial, the contents of’
which had been intended for his mistress. The liquor in it was
perfectly transparent, and to all appéarance in the same state as
he had received it from the apothecary. Our student, having ex-
tracted the cork, put the bottle to his lips, and then replaced it on
the table before him. He then rose, ard taking from a copbonrd
a small mahogany cabinet, of exquisite workmanship and curiouns-
ly inlaid, he opened it with a key which, suspended round his
neck by aribbon, had been concealed beneath his vest.

““'I'his,”* said he 10 the page, ** was presented 10 me by a ce-
lebrated German chemist, to wham it lay in my way to render
some slight service. It is a valuable collection of what we call
technically tests und re-agents, and consists of some very rare and
costly drugs.”’ ’

As he spoke, he tonk from the ‘cabinet a small bottle, from
which he transferred a single drop into the phiul already men-
tioned. e then, with fixed attention, and apparent anxiety,
watched the effect for some minutes, but it was scarcely percepti-
ble, the transparency of the lignid remaining undisturbed.

"The student shook his head, and resorted again to his cabinet,
whence he drew another small bottle containing a powder, of
which he took a few grains on the point of his pen-knife, and
dropped them into the medicine. The effect of this experiment
was not immediately discernible ; bat after the lapse of perhaps
two minutes, the liquor in the phial became slightly clouded--
and-in the course of another mihule its transparency was utterly
sone,

A slight c_]nculntlon escaped Leonardo at this stage of the ex-
periment, but-he made vo_remark, eontinuing to watch the pro-
cess with'intense anxiety as - ‘before.  Another minute elapsed—
probably a shorter space, for time moves heavily while we are
looking eagerly for a result—when the vpacity of the liguid dimi-
nished, and shortly afterwards, its transparercy waa restored, with
the exception nf a whitish sedinent,which extended about the six-
teenth pitrt of an inch fiom the bottom of the phial. -

-+ You are right, boy,” excliimed the student at the close of
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“ And my poor mistress is murdered !’ returned the page, with
a cry of horror. -

« Not yet, at any rate,”’ replied Leonardo ; *¢ but if she be not
murdered, the failure will not be at the door of Vivaldi.”?

“1 will denounce him instamtly to the marchese,’’ said the
youth, inuan agony of indignation aud grief, at the same time
seizing s cap.

“Yon will do no such thing,Vinzentio,”” responded the student,
““because you will bring yourself into the awkward predicament
of making a charge which you have no means of sebstantiating
evenin foro conscientie, much less in a courtof justice. I see—
or I sreatly wrong Vivaldi—the game he is playing—which is to
destroy life by degrees ; so that when death occurs it should seem
to be the conscquence of discese, and not the result of a conspi-
racy,which it is hard 10 conceive even the devils in bell could form
against so fair and amiable a being. The powder which you per-
ceive forms a sediment in that bottle is & déadly poison, and ad-
tinistered even in that minnte guantity, would, in the end, as
surely destroy life us the pistol or the dagger. Nevertheless, it is
sometimes used medicinally ; und were you to denounce Vivaldi
at this early staga of his plet, he would justify himsslf upon that
ground."”’

“ But in the meantime,’” inquired Vinzentio semewhat indig-
nantly, ““is my poor young ludy 1o be sacrificed to these fiends
in the guise of humanity **

““ Not if Tean prevent i1, replied Leonardo, ““as with God’s
You say she had taken
bot one dose of this devil’s elixir 2’ be continued.

““ Bt one,” was the answer.

** Then the evil ends with the temporary inconvenience to which
it subjected her.  Nature will soon reguin her balunce, and our
care must be for the future,”

Thas speaking he again resorted to his cabinet, and opening
another divisian in it, drew forth a bottle nearly full of a powder,
which he remarked, as he displaced the stopper, was as precious
28 gold ; but he added, ** Were it my heart’s blood, the preser-
vation of that dear girl would consecrate the sacrifice.”’

’l!e than delivered the bottle to Vinzentio, and with it, taken
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from a small drawer of the cabinet, a series of very minute silver

cups one within another, forming, whatis technically called, a
nest of measures, of course of different eapacity.

*This powder,’”’” continued the student, *isin usclfperfectly
innacent,”’ of which, .he added, filling the largest cup with a por-
tion of iL,-and placing it on his tongué, ** be this the proof. Tt
hias, however, the quality of cofnteracting many wmineral poisons
and especially that to which Vivaldi hus had recourse. Now with
the dexterity which enabled you to substitute ene phial for uno-
ther, yor will be at no loss to drop a portion of this powder ‘into
the cup from which the Giuliettu takes the draught. The
potion will.then be as inMoxioua as that which you udministered
to her thig morning, and thus she will recover in spite of the phy-
sician—and that is saying something in moat cases, and a great
deal in this.”

« But which,”’
lo use?” .

¢« Begin,*’ replied Leonardo, ¢ with the smallest ; then use
the next, and so on—increasing the quantity every day; for
doubt not that when Vivaldi perceives that his medicina fuils of
its desired object, he will go oh adding to the portion of the per-
nicious ingredient in each successive dose. Now,”’ asked the
student, ** can I trust you to do all this 2’ '

¢ Ag implicitly,”’ responded the page, ¢*as you would one
whose own life depended on bis fulfilling your instroctions to the
letter.”’

“Theuto you work * said Leonsrdo; ¢¢ which may God'
prosper, and thus shall - we- foil the conspirators with their own
weapons.” The duumvirate counei! then separated. :

On the following duy the physician- repeated his call at the pa-
lace, wlhen he was met by the marchese, who, his eyes sparkling
with joy the while, announced to him a material improvement in
his daughter. Vivaldi, with an expression of satisfuction on hié
lip, which however was belied by the perplexity of his looks, pro-
ceeded to the apartment of Giulietta, whom greatly to his surprise
if not to his delight, he found in much better spirit
bearing the appearance of improved bodily health. ,

The first question propounded by the doctor was whether the
last draught had produced effects similar to those which followed
the former one ; and on being answered by the patient in the ne-
gative, a cloud passed over his countenance ; and shaking his hend,
he expressed hig disappointment, as well as his feurs, that mat- .
ters were not going on as he could wish. '
He took his leave, followed by the nurse into the ante- chumber
where as vsual, was ‘l!lc ;ndefqtlgab’le page, lool\lng 23 stolid nnd'
stopid as kis naturally handsome and intelligent features would al-
low him to do. - Ilis quick eye, hoivever, was upon them the in-’
stant'that theirs were rémoved from him, and hie perceived Vi- |
valdi direct a look of inquiry at the nurse, which the latter an-
swared by an affivmative gesture.
Thus matters went on for some ume, ‘the. docter becoming
every day more and more mystified, and pronnosucatmg the worst
consequences from tho disappearance of the symptoms which fol-
lowed the first draught, and the patient declaring that she did nut‘
care a rush for what the doctor said, for she felt that she was
everyday getting"better, and referred to the returning roses on her
fair cheeks as avidence of the fuct. )

Vivaldi said nothing to- ber, but by way of damping the mar-
chese’s exultation on the occasion, hinted at ¢* hectic bloam,”’ as
indicative of that disease which he feared, since his remedies fail-
cd their effect, it was pastthe power of medicine to cure.

In the mean time, the Council of Two met at irregular inter-
vals, when Vinzentio reported progress, and Leonardo nnufgzed
Vivaldi’s nostrums, of which the page, bv way of caulion, occa-
sionally brought lim a sample acquared by a repetition of his ruse.
The investigation in each case bore out tho student’s prediction,

asked the page, * of all these measures, am I |

&, and certainly
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that the proportion of poison would be gradually angmented. The

smplmw to whom the sight of Vivaldi, and the harridan his confe-
derate, wns an qbomlnauon, wasg impalient to play lhe_ game ont
as he termed it, and thus bring matters toa erisis,by denounncing the
He waus, however, continually restrained by his graver
and more cautions companion, who counnseiled him to wait for an
opportunity, which the chapter of arcidents would at no distant
day afford him, of striking a blow with effeet.

Giulietta had borne what she rightly deemned her unnecessary
confirement to her apartment for a reasonable, or as soma,woul;]
say unreasonable, period, without & murmur, as well as without
any perceptible diminution of her cheerfulness or good humour.
At last, however, shie began to grow impatient, to sigh for a canter
on her grey palfrey, and for her accustamed drives ; and we will
not pledge ourselves, that her impatience was not increased by a
desireto kinow whether a certain student of Padua looked as merry
—shall we add, a8 handsome 7—as he waa won! to be. That ah—e
had some curiosity on the subject is to be inferred from the fuct of
her occasionally putting a careless question on the sabject to h¢r
page.- ' '
Vinzentio, however—it being no part of his policy in tha pré- ]
sent position of aflairs to acknowledge any very close intimacy
with the student—displd}ed a very remarkable, and to her ex-
tremely provoking, ignorance of the individual 10 wihom her in-
quiry referred. ¢ Was he a pale yoang man, with a snub noea
and red hair 2=~ No.>" Thpn perhaps, it wasa pock,ggnrked
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crimigals.




