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THE LIQUOR PROBLEM IN AMERI-
OAN OITIES,

By Robert Graham.

@emp_sqnms f’%uln_mn.

THr world over, there is no pro-
blem which moére stongly engages
the atiention of thoughtful mun than
the condition of hfe in lirge cities.
One of the most putent factors in the

tuestion is the all-purvading bar
room ; and ¢f ali the cites on the
Americin  continent, the ¢ 1s  none

where its ranifications are so great
as in New Yok, with Lhe excepuon,
perhaps, of San Francisco.

The thirteen isolated colonies of
pre-revolutionary days have, in the
space of a century, developed into
fifty States and Territories ; wealth
has accemulated m cqual or greater
proportion, and the populatiun has
increased from four and a half to sixty-
three milkions. '

This has not rprung from a natu-
ral increase, but froma vast wave of
widespread and practically unrestric-
ted immigration greater than the
world has cver before known,

The process of absorp 1on has been
rapid ; the pyocess of asinnbution
stow.  Irish, German, Daban, Polan-
der, Hungarian, Bobenian, and Jew
yet retain, inall their or ginal sharp-
ness, their national charncterisiics,
The national life, as doveloped
the great port of cntry-—New York
—is a huge crucible into which have
been dumped, in overwhehning mas-
ses, the sweepings of Faropean cities
The scum at the top, thedregs at
the Dbottom, we wail with anxiety
the slow process of national assimila-
tion which shall fuse with the old
Dutch and Anglo-Saxon sweck, the
stolid German, the mercunial French-

man. and the fierey Celt, and, out of

the compound, present the American
nation of the fhure.

GROWTH OF OUR

The trend of population has been
and is steadily trom the counuy to
the city.  In 1850, the percentage of
city to country population was 12,5
in 1860, 16 1 in 1870, 20.9; in 1880.
22,05; and in 18go, 2g.12. The
State of New York contains twelve
cities of more than 20,coo inhabi-
tants, and 1, thercfore, becomes a
matter of deep and pressing moment,
how the great problem of the centu-
ry in the United States, vie., the ho-
nest, cheap and effective aduminis-
tration of the aflairs of large cities,
18 to be accomplished.

The large city presents, in sharp
contrast, volossal wealth and grind-
g peverty;  palatial homes and
squalid tenements which, whether in
New York or San Francisco, Chicago
or New Orleans, Boston or Cincinua-
t, present the sam: features,  Tne
question for tie stitesman, the philan-
thropist and the pohtical economist
to solve is, how to bring Dives and
Lazarus together to their mutual ad-
vantage, and how, without pauperi-
zing intluences, the human cab-horse
may be set on his feet, and enabled
to draw his load without being unne-
cessarily galled by his collar,

THE AMERIUAN BAR-ROOM.

The Hoflman House and Shang

Draper’s saloon are the antipodes of

CIT RS

Pneral and district political mectings

each other. They represent swell-
dom and gutterdom respectively.
‘T'he one vends €hampagne wine, the
other [ersey lightning.  T'he function
of each is to seli lLquor at a proht.
Political economists :ay that the de-
mand creates the supply ; lut, n
this case, the laws of legitimate trade
are reversed, and the supply creates
the demand.

It has has grown like a fungus.
from u poisonous tap-root.  Wher-
ever poverty is deepest, the bar-room,
alike its cause and its effect, assumes
the largest rumerical poiportions.
In ¢ Liquordom,” in 1683, 1 presen-
ted a chart in which, on one bicck
in Cherry Sureet containing  ten
houses, nine were licensed for the |
sale of liquor. The narrow quarters, |
the stifling rooms, and the desire for”
companionship are the germs f.om
which spring the bar-roon. |

In 18806, { gave chapter and verse |
showing that m that year, in the city
of New York, 4,710 chattel mortga-
ges on saloon fixtures, aggregating
close on five millions of dollars, were
given, and that the great bulk  of
these were- in the Lands of twenty
firms.  The retail dealers are, there-
fore, puppets in the hands of their
masters ; and, as concentrated, can
beused in any nceessary  direction.

THE LIQUGR POWER IN POLITICS, ©
In darge cities the cradle of the pri-
mary Is the Hygoor saloon.  In New
Vork City, in 1883, out of 1,002 ge-

held, 633 were held in saloons, 86 in |
roons adjoining or inter-communicat-
ing with saloons, and 283 inindepen-
dent places.  The hguor  saloon-
keeper is the boss of the primary,
and directly controls 40,0c0 votes.
The trade 1s perfectly and completly
organized, and, for political purposes,
levies an assessment on cach brewer
and manufacturer pro rafa with the
amount  of his  Dusiness.  Of the
4,000 members of the Tammany Hall,
6g.4 are liquor dealers ; aud "Famma- |
ny Hall apportions the municipal
oftices amony its partisans.  Whiskey,
therefore, rules New York ; sweeps
its  strecets, builds 1ts sewers, and
absorbs its taxes.  [tis a rich pas-
ture for the professional  politician.

The whiskey-dealer is Irish, the
beer-seller German,  Americans are
not in the business.  The Board of
Aldermen of 1883, who coutrolied |
the Ixeise Commissioners, consisted
of ten active and two ex liquor dea-!
lers, four professional politicians and
cight following  othar occupations.
It needless 1o say he 15 not a type
to make municipal government hon- -
est, cheap or cficetive,

THE REMEDIES OF PUBL R OPINON AND |
LA,

When it is definitely grasped and |
understord thatthis is a dangerous |
trade, and doubly dingerous because !
itis political, and that it i, there- |
fore, 10 be restricted and  controlled E
just as the sale of dynamite and opi.
um is, and that supervision's firm
hand is never to be relaxed, the citi-
zensof New York will have mastered
the first step in remedial agencies.

A part from the doctrinaires who
will listen to only one renwedy—prohi-
bition (and which is ineffective where |
it is most needed, viz,, in large cities)
—the following may be laid down as
the salient points in the remedy by .

Ylaw
t

(1) Prohibition of sale an Sunday.

{2} Prohibition of sale to minors.

{3} Prohibition of sale to drun-
kards.

(4) Restriction of liccnses to one
in soo of pepulation. .

(5) High license of tax of onc
thousand  dollars on each license.

(6) l.ocal option for counties.

 USEFUL TRACTS

—FOR —

Parochial Use.

PATIIWAYS TO QUR CHUCH
By the Bev. George W. Shinn, D.D.,
T

16mo,, neat paper cover, 10 cents.

Whittaker, No YL

Contents: The Growing Church, The
Decay of Projudice, The Study of History,
The Recption of the Chureh Ides, Hs H':m-
ple Bebets, Its [Inllowed Liturgy, 118 Won-
derful Cemprehensiveness.

Anattractive little brochare for general
clrenintion. I nat fall to send for 1 copy
for exnmination, The pamphler I8 attrac-
tive withoul as well as within.

THE PRAYVER BOOK REASON

WY,

A Text Book of Tnstructions on the
Doctrines, Usages nnd History of the
Clinrch as sugwesteld by the Liturgy.
By the Rev. Nejzon 1. Boss, M.AL, 16
mo, <ufl paper covers, 20c. net. Same
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pihlicher,

The derinng ol the work 18 threefold: (1)
To turnich econelsa gnd ready Answers fo
the populas objeetious so commonty raised

acuinst the Churelh and her serviees by
those not mmiar with her waya; (2 To
briow vl elenrly aud conelsely some of the
principies of historic Christiantty which
distingutsh tha Ept copal Chareh from all |
ather religlons bodtes; and (3) To cou vey |
in the briefest spuee, 10formation on the i
history, doetrines and usnges of the Charch .

Cwhich every jayman, and ospecially every

tencher o ught to hiuve, '

CHURCH OF ENGL:"‘.NDl
TEACHING.

By the Very Rev. Jus. Carmichael,

N. C, L., Dean of Montreal. Paper 10c.

Drysdale & Co., Montreal,

The Trucl was written t» mect the need
n{ the nany persous drifilig Into the
Chureh trem vtner Cnaistisn bodies, with-
out # clear reallzation of the creat iand
marks ot [1ey distinctive teaching. I con-
detnaes nio & rmall and readnble space
Whal ¢ ver'y une proessing 1o belong 1 the
Cuuvreh of Engl.ond albould na urany realize
and undesstand.

THE APPOINTED GUIDE.
A necessary lirudition for these
times, Dublished by ¢ The Church
Critic,” New York. Paper.

Intended to show the aathoritative teach-
ing vi \he Church.
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Chureh of England 1n Jerusalem aund the
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