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thoughts with directnes and freedom on the
moral and social questions of the day. If the
olergy are to lead their people, this leadership
must discuss the matters which bright people
in the congregation are thinking about. The
pulpit is not always the best place for this,
tbough it is the place if no more convenient
opportunity eau be had It l a diffloulty very
seriosly felt, and felt more and more as time
goes on, that no special provision is made
among us for the higher education of our lay
people in a great many mattera about which
tbey ought to fel botter informed. Perhaps
our laity are botter oduoated in many religions'
moattera than the people of other religions
bodies ; but too little attention bas been given
in the parish to the instruction of people in
Ohurch matters who, if they understood better
the spirit and movement of The Church and the
work that we have to do in this country, would
be far more efficient in their eo-operation than
they are to.day. We have had so much to do
in all our pariahes, and the dutios of life crowd
se mach upon capable people, that it is not
easy to find thoroughly trained Churchmen
even in leading parishes. It was said of the
late John Caswell, who was for many years
one of the vestrymen of Trinity Church, New
York, that when ha was oonfirmed ha made a
thorough study cf the history and principles of
the Oharoh, and propared himeeif for ail tho
daties which a Cbristian layman might be
called upon to disoharge. It was characteristio
of the laity of Connecticut two and three
generations ago, in the sharp disputes between
Congregationalists and Churchmen in those
days, that they were the best educated laity in
our communion in this coantry. Yon could
not corner one of these Connecticut farmers on
any point that was within his reach; and the
vitality and strength of conviction which these
mon had in feit far and wide in the COurchman.
ship of the west as well as in steady old Con-
neotict,

These instances are ufflient to show that
where the laity are properly trained in Ohurch)
teaching and in the related topie which con
noût the Church with Society, they exert an
influence in the parish and in the community
which i of the firet importance. The question
is how this special training may be undortaken
and carried on. The rector is already over,
workedin the larger parishes; but it is believed
that the instruction of bright and influential
persons in the things that an influential Chris-
tian layman ought to know and believe, would
be time well spent even by the buaiest clergy-
man, if hé has due regard te the work which
the Church has te do in the care of souls and in
giving direction te public institutions and
social life. There seems to be no way for giv
ing thie training except through the individual
clergyman who is persuadod that it is one of
the most effectual means of using the Btrength
of individuals for seouring large results. It
was suid of one of the most successful rectors in
Masachusetts that he educated his laity and
thon fonund ont what each man and woman
could do best. In this way ho inoresed his
own strength many fold, and ho lett a parish
which had in it the permanent prin.iples of
growth. He counted no effort tee great if ho
could only bring mon and women te see what
they could do for Christ and His Church, and
te enpe thoir minds and hearts te al that the
Church had to say ta them. Some of the best
work in our parishes to-day is done in the
rural districts, where the olergy faithfully and
thoroughly instruct the young mon and women
in the spirit and method of the Church ; and
prepare them se that when they go into larger
fields they are able to use their gifts in a large
way te promote Christian ends. A good
Cascia newspaper, where the rector is beyond
reach, is the best companion which a Church
man eau have after his Bible and Prayer
Book.

la the larger parisheS something is neoessary

alse to sava our educated mon from the deaden-
ing effect of agnosticism. The new oriticism
of the Bible has in many cases blunted the
edge of their religions life; they know just
enough about it te create uncertainty, and this
doubt will not be removed until they know
more.

This matter is of interest alseo from another
point of view. The Church specially nee
those educated laymen in order te multiply the
agenoies for the thorough instruction of the
young; and the laity who are carefully taught
by the rootor or othera in classes or as in.
dividuals are alimost sure to bc his infi.aentiaI
assistante in teaching and in the development
of the parish life. We have not begun to out.
tivate the field which is here opened ; we have
hardly touched its borders, but it i believed
that haro e one of the agencies for Church
work and growth which will be more fruitful
in results than any one can estimate when it i
properly developed.-The Churchman, N. Y.

THE IKPOR'ANCE OF BELONGING TO A
TRUE CHURC.

I have sometimes heard it said that ' it mat-
tera little te what body of Christians we attach
ourselves,' that ' it does net eignify to what
earthly Churoh we belong, so that we get to
heaven at st.' But il dees matter a greatdeal.
It in true that when a building is erected the
seaffolding le no longer needed. Wheu a grain
of wheat is ready for the garner the hisk may
ho thrown away; or when a nut is fullyripe its
shell is of no further use. But would it not be
unwise te indo the scaffold poles whilst the
house is being built, or to st away the husk
before the harvest time, or te strip of the shaoi
before the kernel within ie fully ripe ? Even
so it is with regard to the outward Church. As
the scaflolding is important while the atones
and the timber are boing put into their places,
and the husk and the shael are net only valu-
able, but aven necessry, in the formation of
the grain a d of the kernel whieh they contain;
se we should value the outward Church during
the time whon our souls are being bailt up and
formed for eternity-as long as the repenting
process for heaven i, going on. It hae a very
important purpose to serve. And thon, when
the présent state of things comes te an end, the
outward help and the outward covering, as it
were, will be laid aside. and the life within will
alone romain. It must therefore be of the
greatest importance where we cast in our lot,
whether in a sound or an unsound Church.
Suppose we wore called upon te make a peri-
loue descent down one of the oliffe of Diver,
and our chance of safety consisted in attaching
a rope te some pont at the top, would it not be
of immense importance to select a strong rope
and a soand post? No effort of ourown would
make us secure if the support on which we
depended proved worthless. Or, te take
another case; suppose we wished te make a
long voyage, and we were to go to one of our
seaports in order te secure our passage in a
trustworthy ship. We might see, porbaps, in
the harbor three or four Ill bound for the ane
port. But if one was pointed out to ne thathaa
already made the voyage, and had conveyed in
safety thousande of passengers-one that had
weathered many a storm, and had shown itself
thoroughly seaworthy-should we not At once
say, ' This i the ship for me ?' It is true there
may ho others of a newer and more attractive
appearance , but te this vessl I will trust my-
self with the fullest confidence.' And so we
may trust with confidence to The Church. O1
course she cannot save us; Christ alone eau do
that. But she is a sound rope by Ahich we
may hold on te Him amidst the perils of the
world. She i a vessal of safety, in which we
may embark with perfect confidence on the
voyage of life. she has borne out othera uafely

to 'the haven where they would be,' and safely
tee will she bear us, if wc are faithful to her,
and trust to ber guidance. . . . It le uot
merely the clergy who should be earnest in the
Church's cause; the people should be earneet
tee, aven the very huamblest of thom. Our
constant enquiry should be, is there any way
in whioh we can serve her? Can we do any.
thing to promote ber interests? Thon lot us
do it with alil or hearts. Let us bé more faith-
ful to cr Church. Lut us not ho ashamed to
stand up for her when spoken against. Lot us
speak of her as those who fecl eartily thankful
that they belong te such a fold. Other Chris.
tians are not ashamed of their creeds, why
should we be lune zealous than they ? We do
not claim perfection fur our Cauroh. She may
have many faults, and so huas everything in
which man is concerned. But has @ha not been,
and is ehe not still, a vast blessing te the world,
and especially to this country ? Sue has given
us a weLl translatod Btble and a Scriptural Lit
urgy. She bas bean honorad by a noble army
et martyrs, and a glorious company of devoted
servants of Christ. May her boundaries be
cularged, and her usefuilnessextended, and may
thousande have reason te cali ler watls salvation
sud ber gates praise f Lok upon your Charch
thon As s nursery for heavén. Ba not only
anxious to sea many flooking into it, but be still
more anxions that those that are already in it
should be mon and women whose hearts are
givon ta God, and whode tressure and homeare
I aboyé. What we want is thât our mojubérs
should ba faithfut and true of heart; mon a id
women who are walking with God here, and
are growing meet for Ris présonce horeafter ;
who love the Caurah in which they have found
peace and resi; the home in which they are
tarrying for a while; the oship, as it ware, whieh
is bearing thora on their way, but whoso eyes
are etcadîly fixed on that laud te which every
wave is bringing them nearer.'-Enrit from
Our Ohurch and her Services.

OUR PRAYER BOOK.

It ie well for us ail e read aur Bibles mach
more than we do. Wa cannot afford to b
ignorant of them. ialf the empty nonsense so
often hoard on religion would bo replaced by
common sense if we read the Holy Book more
devotionally and carefully; or in fact if it were
daily read At all.

But this is truc also of the Prayer B>ok.
One of the crying neede of the hour ie fuller
acqaintance with the grandest of devotional
worka. Like the Bible, froma which thrée
parts are taken, it muet be read and pondored
well. In it, from offlue te offloo, the seheme of
salvation gradually uniolds itself. The princi.
pIes of the faith are practically applied, The
very snil of worship aseumes its living forai,
and the child of God walks o'er the sacred path
long trodden by ransomed millions. Oh i what
associations cluster aroand this grand Old
Prayer Book as it leads the saint along from
bill and valoe, from every scène and town, until
it carries him te the great temple of Jerîsalem,
its glory and its God. For in its antitype toail
propbecy and shadows, it reveaIls the great
reality in its Eucharistie worship te whioh al
paths lead, and from which alL blessings fow.
A.mid the good things coming by and by, I
certainly would number, of earnest, devant,
and daily Prayer-book readers a great and
noble army.- West Indian Guardian.
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