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in herself the refinements which are the invari-
able result of long periods of organized social
and religious life. Every thing about the
Churoh indicates that the forces which have

roduced her have been operating for ages.

Eer architecture, her mnusic, her vestments,
her symbeols, as well as her orders and her
litargy. are all part and parcel of her isheri-
tance. To be outside of the line is to be depriv-
od of the inheritance, Itis by no means an
arbitrary arrangement which consigns & mem-
ber of a comparatively recentreligious organi-
zation to & poor and mean religious estate.
Their line is not long enough. However emin-
ent some of their more noteworthy leaders may
have been, they are necessarily few. They
have not had time to aconmulate an iutellectual
inheritance, Their writers suffer from stand-
ing and working alorne.

Of all dreams none can be wilder than that
which attempts to ret a religious influence of
one or two hundred wears over sgainst & reli-
influence of two thousand years. Weo might as

well expect a cheap dwelling reared to-day tol

compsre with the storied wealth of a castle of
the Middle Ages. It is bad enough to be out-
side of thisline, but to prefer 10 be outside of
it, much more to repudiate sud assail it, is like
repudisting and assailing civilizaton itself. It
is like bossting of the crudities of frontier life
as contrasted with the polish and elegance of &
New England or Buropean commupity. Hvi
dently, those who occupy this position are
slaves to the illusions of & singularly inverted
conception of things; there is no helpfor them.
When any olass of men .deliberately exclade
themselves from all the enriching influences of
the ages of organized Christian sentiment and
eadeavour, and announce that they like better
to bo grounded on & plstform of yesterday, they
have reached a hopeless intellectual vondition.
— Living Church

THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER

The Book of Cemmon Prayer was formed by
a compilation of old materials and with & care
fal observance of the order of the several parts

of the ancient services.

The component parts of it may be considered
as coeval with the first ages of Christianity, and
the greater portion of the prayers have been
continually used by our Church for more than
1,300 years. Christian Litargies were not at
first committed to writing, but preserved by
memory and practice. The period when they
were first writen was probably at the end of
the third century.

Uses.—Bofore the Reformation every Chris-
tain Chureh had the liberty, and the Bishop of
each Church had the power to improvehis own
Liturgy by the addition of new ideas, and in
process of time d:fferent oustoms arose and be-
came go established as to receive the names of
their respective Churches.

These customs were called ¢ uses;” heroca
The latost, which was sot forth before any part
we have the several “uses” of York, Lincoln,
Exeter, etc., and the most important of all—
that of Sarum, compiled by Osmund, Bishop of
Salisbury, aboat 1087.

Liturgy.—The word Litargy denotes any
public service, religious or secular. In the pre-

_sot day Liturgy is synonymus with the term
Prayer Book.

The Prymer.~—This was & manual of private
devotions, containing the first lessons of relig-
ious belief and practice, or * the first book that
the tender youth is ipstruoted in.”

For 160 years preceding the Reformation,
and probably for a much longer period, the
Prymer was the book suthorised by the Eng-
lish Church for the private devotion of the
pecple. -

The earliest known dates from about 1400 A.D.
of the Book of Common Prayer (except the

Litany), was published, waa the Prymer of
King Henry VIII. (1545). Edward the Sixth
Prymer (1553) was only a roprint of this.

Rubrics,—Every religious body has its rules.
There must be rules in every society, and the
man who keeps to the rules he has solemnly
promised to observe seems at least deserving of
rospect. The rules of our Church as contaived
in the Book of Common Prayer are ocalled
Rubrics, from a Latin word meaning ¢ Red,”
because they nsed to be printed, as they often
are now, in Red Letters,

They are framed to encourage revorence and
attention, and so are not only & guide to our
outward behaviour, but an heir to devotion of
heart, We learn from these Rabrics and also
from the custom of the Church when to stand,
when to kneel. when to be silent before God
and listen, and when to join the minister.—4id
to the Book of Common Prayer.

Br R A. Rogegs.

DIVIDING THE SERVICE.

Mr. Stone’s famous hymn, ‘ The Church's
Opne Foundation,’ probably as good a bymn as
we have, in two of its lines describes the Church
a8

*“ By schisms rent asunder,
By heresies distressed.”

These lines came into our minds the other
day when by great surgical skill one small
service was divided into seven parts, taken by
clergymen in nearly as many different styles
of surplices, most of which wore not a fit, An
old rale of rhetoric wounld do for divine ser-
vice.

Observe the unity of the subjeot.

When there is no grand fanstion to be car-
ried out, the best rale to be followad in divid-
ing a service is that it should be divided as
little as possible, and that for a plain service,
only the actusl officiants should be vested.
especislly if more clergy cannot be decently
surpliced. The clergyman is not primarily for
speolaoular parposes.

THE 0OMMUNION OFFICE.

To the best of our knowledge and belief, the
intent of the Communion office is that it should
celebrated entire as to all essentials by omne
priest. If a Bishop be presont in a sanctuary it
is only necessary for him to pronounce the
Absolution and the Bernediction.

If assistance is present it is traditional that
one olergyman may real the epistle and
another the gospel. while still another may
preach the sermon. The gospeller may suita.
bly read the exhortation, and the epistoller may
assist with the alms and oblations. The cele-
brant, however, should not commit the distri.
bution of the elements entireiy to his assistants.
There ia not & shadow of proper precedent for
gepigning the post communion ¢ffise to another
than the celebrant.—The American Church
Times.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

St, ANprew's BroreerHOOD.—This is prov.
ing & most vigorous and rapidly increasing or-
ganization in the Sister Church of the United
States, and we shonld like to see it more gen-
arally adopted by the Canadian Church. In
large centres, such a8 town or city parishes,
chapters would be found an invaluable aid.
The organ of the Society, the St Andrew’s
Cross, Chicago and New York, in its February
number says :

« A decided interest in the Brotherhood has
been aronsed among Canadian Churchmen, and

organizations having the name, object, and
rules as the Brotherhood of St. Andvew have

been organized in several parishes. Itis hoped-

that these organizations may band tbemselves

together into a Canadian Branch of the Brother”
hood of St. Androw, and that tho order may
spread throughout the Canadian Church as it
has done in the Church of the United States.”

Weo had the pleasure of recciving a calla
short time ago trom one of tho active members
of the Chicago Brotherhood (Mr, Oliver) who
spoke most onthusiastically of the good resulta
attending the work of the Society there, and
who assured us that the officers of the Associa-
tion in that city would be ready to give all ne-
cessary information to those desiring to organ-
ise similar soocioties in Canada, The Scoretary
is W. R. Stirling, Esq., 115 Doarborn street,
Chicago, and the President, James L. Houghte-

ling, Bsq , Chioago, either of whom will we feel
sure answer any onquiries. And to those who
desire to bo kopt en rapport with the doings and
progress of the Brotherhcod in the United
States, we recommond the Sf. Andrew's Cross,
published woekly at 60¢. per annum,

Teg Spirit of * pariy ' alter having been dor-
mant for several years seoms to have broken
out with additional! violence and viralende in
the Dioceses of Niagara and Toronto; and both
Church and secular papers appear to be doing
“ their level best” to foster and extend it by
publishing evory scrap of “news,” and insert
ing every opinion whirh may bo oxpressed.
Wae fearcd thut this rosult would follow the for}
mation in this country of an agsovistion similar
to the Church Dofenco Associntion (so oalled)
in England ; but we bardly looked for so early
and violent a developmont of the perseouting
and prosecuting spirit. 'We do not propose to
enter into the morits of the controversy now
being ourrisd on iu the Toronlo secular papers
regarding tho opinions (or supposed opinions)
of the Rev. Knox-Little on the subjects of Qon-
fession, Absolation and The Resl Prosence.
Whatever such opinious be, thoy aro only Ais
opinions; and if they do not conform to the
teaching of The Charch so much the worae for
tho opinions. But we do deproecato the discas-
gion of such subjecls as these in tho secalar,—
yos, even in the religious—papers ; and believe
that no good can result ; nor will the cunse of
Trath and the interests of The Church be far-
thered by this courso,

Nor will Tho Church be benefitted in oar
judgment by tho action of the Church Defence
Association of Niagurs., Bishop baiting is being
tried in England; bat it hos not met thore with
general favor, and will not, we believe, meet
with approval here. Thore are fow Bishops in
Cavsda aguinst whose adminstration the fault-
finder migzht not raise his voice, and that with
cause perhaps; and if ono Diocesan is supposed
to favour students from one Theological Col-
lege and to exclude those of another, (whioch is
one of tho grounds of complaint against the
Bishop of Niagara), others of different views
favour those alloged to boe excluded by his
brother prelate. And there is & ‘‘compensa
tion” even hero. Bat the bandying back and
forward of titles of ** Ritualist,” “Anti-ritnalist,’
« Romanizor.,” * Romanizing tendenoies,”
“ Protestant and ultra Protestant ” convinces
pone; affords pleasure to the enomies of the
Church; and does hor grave injury—retarding
seriously her progress, There is room within
her pale for * many men of many minds”; bat
there ought to be no room for the mere fault

finding persecating spirit,



