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CALENDAR FOR NOVEMBER.

lst—ALL Sains,

61h—22nd Sunday after Trinity.

«  131h—23rd Sunday after Trinity.

« 20th—24th Sunday after Trinity.

« 27.h—1st Sunday in ADVENT. [ DNofice of
St. Andrews.

30th—Sus Anprews, A.&M. (Athanasian
Creed).

Nouv.

113

[
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From a Sermon by 1he Rt. Tev. W, C. Magee,
D.D., Lord Li:hep of Peterborough.

A DEFENCE Ot CREEDS.

“If thou thult cornfess with thy mouth the
Lotd Jeeus, and shalt believe in thive heart
thut God huth raiscd Him f1om the dead, thou
shalt bo raved. Ifor with the heart man be-
lieveth untorighteousness ; and with the month
confession is made unto sulvuation,"—Rum. x.
9, 10.

“With tho beart man bclieveth unto right.
cousness ; and with the mouth confession is

mude unto salvation.”

It is quite clear from tbeso words that the
Church to which they were addressed must
" bave had a creed, must have bad a pull ¢ con-
fession of faith, a furm of words in whi h men
with the mouth confess their belief in Jesus
Christ. Even if thero words do not tell us this.
wo know as a matter of historieal fuet and
certainty that this Church and ull tho carly
Churches had their creeds, their public confes-
fesion of fatth, had that faith ounce delivered
to the saints, that ciced which the Apostle
Bays wo are earnestly to contend for, hud some
form of woids ruch as he rpeuks of also a-
given to the ruints. No doubt beyoud any
muuner ¢f question the only Churches fiom the
very tfirst hna cuch one ot them a public con-
fersion ol fuith. Bat theso words of the Apos
e nre remarkable, not mercly for telling us
what wo might bave known from other sowr-
ces, thut alt the curly Churches bad creeds,
but for teliing us something very remarkuble
wbout the importance and the neceseity of
creeds, for telling us how vitala d bow essen-
ti.l o thing it is that a Cbhurch should have o
creed. 1t you observe, the Apostle says,
“F¥or with the heart a man believelh,” but that
is not enough for ralvution—with the heart he
is to believe uuto rightloousness, and with the
mouth confession is muade unto sulvalion. The
Apostle hero distinetly tells us that salvation
is, if not entively, lurgely dependout upon the
fact of a public creed, tor by a public confer-
sion of fuith muu's sulvation is helped. That
" is what tho Apostle tells us here.

A Church, \heo, a scciety of men who shall

‘_ believo- in Him, the Founder of thut Church,

was the way Christ pleased men should be brought
to salvation. It might have pleased Ilim

otherwise to make each man believe on Him,
but it did not s0 please Ilim, and, in order to
:ake men out of the world and suve them, Ie
founded a Churech.

A Creed, then, is the very idea of Christ's
raciety or Church, forsurely a religious society
founded on the rock of confession, of Jesus
Cbrist's divinity, that He is the Son of God,
must have that for its very basis of existence.
[t must bo a Courch or soci. ty that belioves in
[lim. In fact, we cannot conceive to ourselves
uny snciely or associution thuat has not some
central principlo mennt to distinguich it from
othor societies, You could not form a societly
to-morrow politieal or wocial, thut wonld not
have its creed. Now the Linrd says, Mysociety
has its ciced, its fixed principle and basis of
helief, and that is to be publicly professed by
those whbo jrin. And our Lnrd says buptism
is to be tho entrance to Hix Church: “Go ye
and teach all nations, vaptizing them in the
namo of the Father, and of tho Sun, and of
the {Iuly Ghost.” Therefore by the law which
Christ impressed upon His Church from the
very fiest, it had its creeds, for in this law we
rcad there two things, that man to bo saved
according 1o the ordinury rule of God’s dealing
in the mutter must enter the Chuich of Christ
through baptism, and thut those baptized into
tto Chureh must believe in the nume of the
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, ard must, thore
fore, in their baptism make a public profession
of theiv belief. The Apostle, then, is ouly
proc'aiming the busis of Christ’s Church when
be suys thut the mouth confesees sulvation,

Then go further, and seo how this profession
of beliel in the IMatber, Son, and 1loly Ghost,
is not only tho law of Christ for 1lis Church.
Lut wo will kee in what way it is helpful to the
rulvation of men. Fivgt, it is helptul to them

if it i3 nece-snrv for them to be raved, that!

they should think rightly of God and Christ.
and it is Bo pmecessary. If that be nocessary,
surely it is no small holp for them that they
are not left to tind out for themsclves whal
they are to beliove cf God and Christ, but from
the very first they are certainly taught in
Christ’s Church the great fucts which thoy are
to believe. Those who disparage crocds are
commonly in ihe habit of saying, “I belicve in
no ciced of man's invention ; 1 believe in the
Bible, and nothing olse.” My good friend, be
vory thaukful to God that is not your case if
you think it is—you are not [«{t to find out for
yourrelf your creed from the Bible. There ir
not & man in this world who believes in a crecd
that he or rhe hus learned from the Bible. You
learned your creed, I hope, lung belore you
read 1be Bible, from your parents, from your
Sanday-school teachers, learned it by heart
and repeated it in Chureh ; if, instéad ot that,
you hud bkeen left to search out for yourselves
all these facts and doctrine of the Creed, the
probubility is that your creed would huve been
too long and too sbort, that it would have
included many things unnecescary to salvation
and lelt out somae thut are. Men talk of presch
ing the Gospel, the pure Gospel, of believing
only the Gospel, and not troubling them-
selves with creeds and formulas, and they are
really ignorant that thoe Gorpel taught by the
Aporties was little less or little more than what
we call the Apostles’s Creed. It was a great
fuct that the Father in heaven, and the Son on
earth, and the great Spirit came down from
heaven ; it was the o great facts ot the Creed
thut was the Gospel that the Apostles preached
St. John spcaks of hix gorpel.  What was it ?
'Christ rose on the third day according to my
gospel.” The Gospel wus the Creed; it was
the great truths of faet, of Christanity, and we
cannot be too thankful for this, that we have
them in tho Crued, and are not left to gather
them for ourselves. True, and most true it is,
that these rest on the authority of the Bible;
true, and moat true, as our Church tells us,

they are to be received because thoy can be
proved by God's Holy Word. But proving
a truth and discovering u truth aro not one and
the same thing, They are taught ui by the
Church first; we prove ov test them by the
Bible afterward, just as in the early davs of
the Church the Creed preceded the New Tusta.
ment part of the B.blo, Men learned creeds
and were baptized, and were admitted to the
Holy Communion before a line or u lotter of
goapel or epistle was ever writton; but the gos-
pel und the epistio are the ducament in which
we prove aod learn to understand fully all the
deep meaning of our Creed; and, I repeat it,
it was not the pu.pnse or intent of G that we
wero to learn our Creed from the Bible, cach
ono of us for ourselves. Wo are thankful,
then, for tho help to salvation that our creeds
are to us, and thit wo are not left to tind ont
our fuith for ourselves.

Next let us seo how this publicrepetition
und profession of the Creeld help our salvtton.
By repeating for years the great truths of the
Christian Church, learnod not in later years,
when the mind is distracted with the eares of
life, but in carly youth, when the mind is wax
o receive and maurble to retain impressions;
on the racred knees of a mothor the ehilld ia
tuught, and vemembers them ever after; deep
prited on the child’s heart, on the child's me-
mory, aro thersaving traths of the Creed, and
wo repeat them again and again in publie, und
they abide with us, 8, tor the teuching of
our religion, for the very remembering of our
religion, the C-oud 13 of priceloss value, and
helps us to our sulvation,

Aund here we may remark upon the insuffi.
ciency of tho<o olyj -ctions that areso commonly
muade to creeds. [ havo dealt with one—that
we put the Creed in the place of Scripturo,
We do not.  The Scripture proves the Creed,
and the Creed is gathered outof Ioly Writ,
Wa are told, “Yuur ereeds are so vtrongls ia-
tlerant 3 you ftell men it is necessary to their
sulvation to believe them.”  Wo do, undoubted-
ly. Wou have not mude it ro necessary—weo
believe that God has made 1L so necessary—
that having rent Iis Son iuto the world to die
tor men, and having raised Wim up tor their
sulvation, Ile hay not done this for nothing,
and left 1t a matter of indifferenco who-
thor man should believe in  that,  For,
the lifs, death, and resurrection of Christ, and
the descent of ia Holy Spirit, and the great
fact of our redemption, are facts which it is
as necessary for us to know and beliove as it is
necessary for us to know other things, and
know them for safety’s suke for onr body and
niod., We do mnot think that a doctor is in-
tolerant becauxe he says this or that mode of
life, or this or that remedy, is needful {for our
health—we think his advic» helpful wise, but
not intolerant.  Weo do not think it intolerant
for an arithmetician to tell us that we must be-
lieve that two and two make four, and not two
and two makoe five; wo do not think an as-
wonomer intolerant who tells us thut wo muat
bolieve that the ourth goes round the sun, and
not the sun round tho earth; and why should
wg hold a Christian teacheor an intolerant man,
who, being firm!y convinced of the creeds in
his fuith as the arithmeticiun or the astronomer
of his scionce, rays, I am intolerant on this
point because I bold this principle, that truth
is intolerant of error? A man masy be tolerant
where he doubts, bnt no man can bo intolerant
whore he distinctly believea. If yon say athing
is that or this you must beintolivant of tbe
assertion that the thing i3 not this or that,
You may say, “Idon’t know it;"” yon may bo
tolerant of this o- that, but if [ am convinced
it iy trae I mu~t say in common charity, “This
is true and important, and it is dangorous for
you to doubt ar deny it.”

There is unother objoction to our creeds,
that they areset and fyrmal ; morethan that that
wo should trust to the guidance of G.d's Holy
Spirit, and pot to creeds and formularies, Ua-
doubtediy our creeds are formal. Batitis nol



