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Special Notice.
SUBSCRIBERS IN ARR EARS are respectfully

requested to r'omit at their earliest conven-

ience. Tho LAnEL gives the date from
which subscription is-duo.

CALEN)AIR FOR 1NO VEJIBER.

NuV. 1st-- ALL SAINIS,
" 6th-22nd Sunday after Trinity.
" 13ih-23rd Sund.ay after Trinity.

20th-24th Sunday after Trinity.
" 27th-1L Sunday in ADVZNT. [Notice of

)SI. Andrews.
30th-S2. ANun,.%'s, A.&M. (Athanasian

Crceed).

A DFECEOF' CRIEL)S.

From a Srmon by the Rit. Rev. W C. Magee,
D.D., Lord L'p of PeterborGugh.

"If thou sialt cnrfess with ihy mouth thc
Loid Je.us, and aliai believo ii thine heart
Ihlat God haut h rni> d .im furm tihe deaid, thou
Fhalt bo tuved. For it ihe heurt niai be-
lieve1lh uro rightcousness ; ard with the niouth
cordession is mado unto salvution."-Rom. x.

9, 10.

"With tho cbeart nian lxevelh unto right-
cousness ; niAd wih the mouth confeabion is

imade unto salvation.

It is quite clear from theso words that the

Church to which they wec addresred must
have had a crced, must have had a publ c con-
fession of aiih, a furm of words in whi b men
with the mouth confcss their belief in Jesus
Christ. Even if thcteo words do not tell us this.
we know as a maLter of historical fact and
cortainty that this Church and all the cahli
Churches had their creeds. their public coîfes-
fesion of failt, haid Ibut faitih ocle delivelred
te the saints, ihat ci ed whieh the Apostle
says wo aie earnesily Io conternd for, had some
form of wed kuh as he 1-peuis of also> a>
given to thie iaints. No doubt beyonid any
rnmjeîicr cf queticn the onjly Ciurches fi om the
very fir-et knu clh one 01 thom a public con-
fe-sion of' faith. Bat i hose wordi of the Apos
tile alo rtmai kable, not merely lor telling u-
what we miglht have knowni from other sout-
ces, thaut ali Ihe oarly Churches had creeds,
but for iehing us soimlething very remarkubte
about Iho inpoitanco and tho necest.iy of
creeds, loi leliing uls how vital a d bow ûssen-
tiil a thing it is that a Church shouild have a
creed. Il you observo, the Apnstle says,
"For with the heurt ai man believuih," but that,
e not, enough for talvation-with the heaurt ho

is to believ utinto righLousnîess, and with the
mouth confession is madu unto salvation. Tho
Apostle heîo distinctly tells us Ihat ialvation
is, if not entirely, lurgcly depeidenti upon the
fact of a publia creed, loi by a public confes-
sion of faith nuî's i-alvation is helpied. That
is what the Apostle tells us bre.

A Church, then, a a ciety of men who shall
bevo- in Himn, the Founder of that Church,

was the way Christ pleased men should be brought
to salvation. It might have ploased IIlm
ntherwise to make each man believe on Him,
but it did not so please Him, and, in order to
:ake men out of the worId and save them, He
founded a Church.

À Creed, thon, is the very idea of Christ's
society or' Church, for su rely a r'eligious sociiefy
foiuinded on the rock of confession, of Jesus
Christ's divinity, that le isî the Son of God,
must have that for its very basis of existence
It muet bo a C:,urch or socis ty that bolioves in
Ilim. In fact, we cannot corceive te oursolves
any society ai asociation that has not some
central principlo meant to distinguish it from
othi'r societie.. You could not form a sociely
to-morr'ow politiceal or social, that wouild not.
havo its moed. Now th Lor'd says, My society
has its cieed, its fixed principle und basis oi
helief, and that is to bc publicly professod by
ilhose who j.iin. And our Lri'd say»s baptisin
is to bo the entrance to Ili. Chureh: 'Go ye
and teach all nations, b>nptizinig them in the
name of the Fatlier, and of the Son, and of
ihe 1101y Ghoxt." Therefore by Ilte law which
Christ inpr-essed upon llis Ciurch fron the
very first, it had its creed-o, f, ii this law we
read thbere two thingè, thut man to be saved]
uecording Io the ordinaruy ruile of Godl's dIea ling
in tho matter muit enter the Church of Chrisi
i hrough binpim, and thut those ba pitized i ito
s 0o Chureb 1mu1st believo icn tIe narme of the
Father, Son, and lioly Ghost, and nust, thoro
fore, li their baipt i"m maiko a public profiin
of theia belief. The A p<osto, thenr, is onl
proc'aiming tlio basis of Clr-iît's Chui-ch whei
lie says that, the mouth coafesses salvation.

Thren go furlier, and sec how th1is profession
of be'li' in the Father, San, anid IIoly Ghost,
is Iot oily itho law of' Ch-ist foar lis Chur'b.
but we will sce in what way it is helpfuil Io the
aiUvation of men. Fire, it i helpful to tlim
if it is nece-say or tlicn to bu baved, thmi
ilcy should think rightly of God and Christ.
and it is so necessary. If that be nceosney,
surely it is no small help for' them tliat they
arc not loft to find out for tihemsulves what
ihey are ta believe cf God atd Christ, but from
tho ve'y first they are certainmly tauight ina
Christ's Chumch the great fauts which they are
te believo. Those who dispara'go creeds are
commonly in the habit of saying, "I believe in
not coced of man's iîrvention ; 1 boliove in the
Bible, and nothing elo." My good friend, be
very thatnkful to God that is not your case if
you think it is-you are not l-ft to find out for
your-elf your crced from the Bible. Thoro is
not ai man in this world who believes in a creetl
iltt he or she has learned from the Bible. You
learned vour creed, I hope, long before 'oui
r-ead the Bible, from your plarents, frou -otur
Sunday-school teachers, learned it by heart,
arid repeated it in Chur'eh ; if, instead of that.
you hud been left to search out for yourselv"s
all these facts and doctrine of the Creed, the
probability is that your creod would have been
too long and too short, that it would have
included many things unnecessarv to salvation
uînd left out some thut are. Men talk eof proaich
ing the Gospel, the pure Gospel, of believing
only the Gosrpel, and not troubling them.
selves with creeds and formulas, and they aire
really ignorant that be Gospel taught by the
Apor.tles was little less or littlo more than what
we cali the Apostles's Orced. It was a great
fact that the Father in heaven. and the Soit on
earth, and the gricat Spirit came down from
heaven ; it was the e great fautes e the Creed
i hat was the Gospel that the A post les preached
St. John spcaks of bis gobpel. What was it ?
'Christ rose on the third day according to my

gospel." The Gospel was the Creed ; it was
the great truths of fact, of Christanity, and we
cannot bo too tbankful for this, that we have
them in the Crted, and are not left ta gather
them for ourselves. True, and most truc it is,
that these reit on the autbority of the Bible;
true, aad nost tro, as our Church tella us,
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they are to be reeeIved because they c:Ln be
proved by God's HIoly Word. But proving
a truth and discovering a truth are not one and
the same thing. They are taught u by the
Church first; we pr-ove or test themu by the
Bible afterward, just as in the early dav of
the Church the Crueei preceded the New Tosta-
ment part of the B.blo. Mon loarned croeds
and were baptized, and were admitted to the
IUoly Communion bufore a line or a lutter of
gospel or epistle was ever written; but the gos-
pel und the epistie are the document in which
we pr-ove and learn to understand fully all the
drep moan ing of our Creed ; and. I repeat it,
it was not the pu:pose or intont of G>d that we
were to learn our Creed f'rom the Bible, each
one of us for ouirselves. Vu are tbankful,
then, for thu help to salvation that our creeds
are to us, and that wu are not luft, to fiad ont
oue faijth for ourselves.

Next lot us seo how this publicr'opetition
and profession of the Croeed lelp our salo it.on.
By repeatirg for 3 cars the gi-cat truthlos of the
Christian Church, learnod not in later years,
when the mind is distracted with the cares of
life, but in early youth. wlhen th 1 mind is waz
to receive and marbe to retain impressions;
on tho 1'crd knees of a mother the chili is
taught and remembiers them ever after; deep
priîted on the child's heart, on the child's me.
rnory, aro Ihe t.avi ng trulths of aho Creed, and
we repet thein agaitm tiniai ugain in public, and
i hey abido wiLt us. S , toi th teuebhing of
our religion, for the very renembering c f our
religi"n, the C-eod is of priLcoluss value, and
hellis us to our sal-atinri.

And hero wo may, remark upon the insuffi-
cienoy of' thoo ohlj -atioLS t liait :u- so c¶ommlonily
miade ta crecds. I have deîlt with onio-that
wo pi t the Cr eed in th e place of Script uro.
We do not. The Sripiure proves the Creed,
;%ndt the Creed is gathered outof loly Writ.

Vu are told, 'Yur' crweeds are so t.m-rong-l' i r-
t leratîi t ; 3oui tell mien it is n cssary to their
salvation to believe them.'" Wo do, tiidoubted-
ly. Wo have not made it so nocesmary-we
bolievo that God lias mad1o îL so neces'.iay-
that havinmg sent IIis Son iuto Ihe woirld to (lie
toi' mon, and having raised lii mn up tor their
salvation, lie has tiot dono thi'i for nothing,
and loft it a matter of iidiffeerco who-
ther man should believo in that. For,
tho lifà, death, anîd re,urroction of Christ, and
the deiscent of UIis IIoly Spirit, and the great
fact of our iedemption, are facts which it is
as necessary for us to know and believe as it is
recesarv for us tu cnow other things, and
know then foi' safety's salke for one- body and
n ind. Wo do not think ihat a doctor is in-
tolerant because ho says thiq or that m9de of
life, or this or that remnedy, is needful lor our
healtb-.we thinkc his advic helpuil wi-e, but
not intolerant. Wo do not thinîk it intolerant
for an arithrnotician to tell us that we maist b.
tieo that two and two mako four, aini not two
and two iako live; wo do not thilnk an as-
tronomer irntolera-nt who tells us that we must
bolieve that the earth goes round the sun, and
niot the sun round the earth ; ani why should
we hold a Christian teahor an intolorant man,
who, being firm!y convinced of the crods in
his faith as the ar'ithmotioian ori the astronomer
of bis science, says, I am intoieranit on this
point because I hold this priunciple, tbat trith
is intolerant of error? A man may be tolerant
where he doubts, bat nu man can bo intolorant
where ho distinctly believes. If you say a tbing
is that or this you must bo intolî'arint of the
assertion that the thing is not this or' that.
You may say, "I don't know it;" you may b
tolerant of this o, that, but if I am convinced
it is3 true I mu.t say in common charity, "This
is true and important, and it is dangorous for
you to doubt or deny it.'

Tbere is another objoction to our creeds,
that they aresot and foriial ; more than that that
wo should trust to the guidance of G-d's Holy
Spirit, and not to creeds and formularies. Un-
dou btedy our creds are formai. Bat i& is neoi


