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"CHRISTMAS BELLS. OHRISTHAS DAY ECCLEGIASTICAL NOTES, -

Ring, ring the bells, the joyfal bells; -
T%is' merry Christmias morn !
Their sweet, melodious music tells
The day that Christ was born. ~
Sweetly they sound c’er vale and glen ; -
Hark, how their music swells
With “Peacé on earth, good will to men!”
O.merry Christmas bells |
ing the bells, the Christmas bells,
The bells, the merry, merry. Christmas bells;
Ring, ring tbe merry Christmas bells!

Ring, ring the bells, the Christmas bells !
For in' their joyous chime 7
Once more on earth the'chorus swells
" Of Angel song suhblime. '
The aweet old story; ever new,
Falls on the heart again,
Refreshing as the early dew,
Or the soft summer rain.
Ring, ring the bells, etc.

Ring, ring the bells, the Christmas bells,
Prophetic of the day :

When Hé of whom their music tells
Shall all the nations sway;

Shall bless and fill and rule each heart.
Shall-bid all sorrows cease,

And give His own the better part ,
Of everlasting peace. -~ R

Rin g', T

Ring, ring the bells, etc. :

— From “ Hymnal for the Children of the Church,’
by James Warrington. '

A NrepEp RemonsteaNcE. — Bishop Coxe
says :—Bat think of it!- Many a good houce-
wife, and half her family, stay away from
Chuorch on Chrismas morning to prepare for
the Christmas' dinner. Christmas with Christ
left out! The Lord's Table disregarded to
gerve one's own table. : _

This paragraph is worthy of a place both in
the scrap-book and in the heart.

4 PEAC EFUL, HAPPY CHRISTMAS.

To humble Shepherds 'neath the starlit sky,
Who watch were keeping o'er-their flocks by
pight; : N :
Came a.ngel voices from the heavens on high,
While Angel forms burst on their ravish'd
: sight; v L
This song they sang and this their joyous Day
To you in Bethlehem. is born this day,: '
A Saviour which is Christ the Lord ;-
Jesus the true incarnate Word;
Ok Joudly let your praises ring
And worship Christ, the newborn King. -
o —Qanon Bell.

THERE are three affirmations of the nature of |,

- God; all given in the writings of St. John : God
is Spirit, God' is Light, God is Love. These
are not mere attributes, they are himself; Spirit
everywhere ;' Light everywhere ; Love every-
where ; ‘and-light and love, which are the na-

ture - of :God, must, ‘have - constrained him to|

‘show us the light and reveal to us the
the Incarnation:of His Sons- ;. . &

el

love in

~Try it.

——re

CurizTMA8 DAY—the daj “that gave us
Christ | * How would He, who cighteen cen-
taries ago ““came unto His own, and His own
received Him not” have us prepare for and
spend this day? It is to ‘‘His own,” surely
that He looks for a right appreciation of and
delight in the wonderful gift of Himself given
on that day. It is to His Bride that the
Bridegroom looks for a welcome, Shall He
be disappointed? Shall He find us keeping
the day indeed—calling it His day—bnt keep-
ing it in much the same way that the myriads
do to whom “ He has no form nor comeliness
—no beauty that they should desire Him ?”
Shall He find us with minds so burdened with

what are termed necessary preparations for the

earthly festivities of the Christmas season that

thay have n¢ room for thoughts of Him ?
If we have never done so before, let us‘this

lyear at least, give & heart welcome to our
' |divine Redeemer. “ An offering of a free

heart ” is what He craves—a heart so free from
earthly thoughts and carves that there shall be

|room in it for Himself. This surely is the

wish and intention of those of us - who are His
followers, but we have need to make prepars-
‘tion- #eisit.beferehand, or we shall. bs drawn

“linto the excitement snd bustle’ of thé season

in - spite of ourselves. =~ As Christmas Day
draws near, the rush and preéssure invariably

.| incresses,- There are new plans to be carried

out, new friends to be remembered, new gifts
to be obtained. The days grow shorter; the
time lesgons ; things. that ** must be done ™ ac-
cumulate to a surprising degree, while you
wonder where the strength is to come from for
doing them. *‘If I can' only hold out till
Christmas is over,” you say to yourself, “ I
shall be satisfied I” You'do, perhaps, “hold
out,” but that is all. The strain upon hody
and mind has been too great, and days or
weeks after the season has passed, you fecl un-
equal to effort of any kind. Meanwhile your
divine Lord “came unio His own, and His own
received Him not—there was no room for Him
in the inn.,” - :

Thet Christmas may be a true Christmas, in
the spirit and not in the letter, we need to make
the most of the weeks of Advent. This is the
Church’s design in setting them apart. Each
of us can bést decide for himself how to use
them. Itisfor the Church to cry, * Behold tho
‘Bridegrom cometh! * Go ye out to meet Him !”
It is for us who are called to *‘arise and trim
our lamps.” Let us be ready-—ready in body,
ready im soul, ready in spirit. Let us * take
heed to ourselves thet our hearts be not over-
charged with the cares of this life, and so that
day come upon us unawares."—Parish Visitor.

an order of the day. Could a Dollar be better
spent than in sending the CHURCH GUARDIAN

‘wWoeldly, news of what Thé Church is doing, it

would prove l;e}i)fnl in home aud other daties.

A7 Christmas-tide presents to friends form |

for  whole year to a friend? Besides bringing: experience: he.could tell what a valnable agent':" -

.. | sort; holding together the foundation: by the:lay . =i

JeremMy TayLor's ADVIcE.—On ' the choice
of books, Jeremy Taylor's advice is:— Liet
every minister study the ancient canons of, the’
Churech, especially the peuitentials of the Bast-
ern and Western Churches, Jiet him read good
hooks, such as are.approved. by public anthor-
ity, such as are useful, wise and holy;. not
the scribblings of unlearned parties, but of men |
learned, pious, obedient and disinterested, and:
amongst these such especially which deactii)_e, ,
duty and & good life, which minister to fiith
and charity, to piety and dovotion, cases of
conscience, and solid expositions of Seriptare,
concerning which learned and wise persons are |,
to be consulted. Let not a curate of douls
trouble himself with any studies but such as
concern his own or his people’s 'duty, such as
may enable him to speak well and_ fo do ‘well,
but to meddle not with controversies, but such” °
by which he may be enabled to convinée the.
geinsayers in things that concern public ‘peace
and a good life.”  Such was the advice of the
English Chryscsiom to the clergy of Down 'and
Connor more than two centuries ago, .
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BrsHOP “oF MELBOURNE.—The ecobsectation .
of the Rev. F. T. Goe, Rector of St. Gearge's,,
Bloomsbury, as Bishop of Melbourne, wiil take "

lace in Westminster Abbey, on ' St. Mytthias's
“Day, Fobruary 14,-1887.-- It hagf'boon: decided. "
by the Synod of Melbourne to raise the income
of the Bishop to £2,000, inclusive of travelling
©Xpenses. R

Arreracr Borr.—The Bishop of Manchester
has been defending himself against the -striet-
ures made on his attitude to Nonconformity.
He said he did not wish to attract Nonconform-
ist congregations and leave their ministers |
behind, but to attract ministers and congrega-
tions too. He said the Disendowment of 'the
Church of England would be sheer robbery,
simple confiscation, spoliation by process of
law. He zlso said that the Baptiate and Inde-
perdents are tending to rapid extinction in the
country distriets, "

Tae KesiLe or Hawam — At Waimen, .
Hawaii, last month, died the Rev. Lorenzo ...
Lyons, the last male survivor'of the com-.
pany of missionaries who arrived here in 1832,
The reverend gentleman had residedin Waimes -
during the whole of his life in Hawaii, upwards
of 54 years, and had endeared himself to.'all ..;
with whom he came in contact, and especially ‘ .
to those to whom he gave his life andlabors.
The whole Christian Church is indebted to him
for his hymns, of which it is said that he pub- -
lished nearly 1,600. Truly he may be called the : ..
Keblo of Hawaii. The Anglican Church in
Hawaii has embodied, with bis - permission, |
many of his translations of her hymns, and - his
name is revered in her congregutions,

DISTRIBUTE 1T FreeLy,—Bishop 'Whitz;kér,- 3
at the anniversary of the Bishop White . Prayer. -
Book Society in Philadelphia said from his own

N

Y.

TPy S

w

the Prayer Book was in the scattered villages

of. the West, where there was no church of any N
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