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Romre,” that may take place, Mr. Nervous, about the
same time that you and I sit down with infinite gout
t6 a dianer of unsound viauds in preference to the
choice of the markets.

A —.
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people. The Rev John Gregory. -

in a preceding column will be found a biographical
sketch of a departed minister of Christ, which, we are
sare, will greatly interest our readers,—of the familiar
nawe of the Rev. Hexry Brust; one who, in his un-
blameable life and faithful discharge of pastoral duties,
realized full well the portrait drawn by a sacred bisto-
rian of the Apostle Barnabas,— a good man, and full
of the Holy Ghost, and of faith.” And counected
with this sketch, drawn by a friendly hand, but never-
theless as we believe accurately true, we have inserted
an extract from one of bis latest works,—one which
spoke the warin and uppermost feeling of his heart in
sickness and in health, but which, compassed about
with bodily infirmities as he was, and with the grave
in view, we may believe him to have uttered as the
counsels of one whose earthly career was felt to be
fast drawing to a close. May all we, the survivors,
profit by the lesson thus solemnly and affectionately
conveyedlt. .. O

Mr. Blant has long been a favourite with the Chiris-

. tian public, as is shewn by the fact that his Lectures,

~=characterized by a simple and affectionate earnest-
ness rather than by any remarkable eloquence or depth
of argument,—have all gone through many editions in
a ver, short space of time. We have been much gra-
tified ourselves by the perusal of his several works as
they came out; and if a very marked inequality is
sometimes to be observed between them, and a force
and terseuess to pertain to his earlier productions
which do not go positively characterize his later ones,
we can mccount for it by his variable, and, latterly,
declining health. His Lectures on the history of
Jucob and St. Peter strike us as peculiarly beautiful ;
aud his work on the Articles, which does not profess
tesearch or criticism, or more than a simple practical
exposition of certain of the doctrinal tenets of the
Church, present in many cases happy illustrations of
leading points, and forcible exhortations to the every-
day duties which flow from our profession as Chris-
tians. At the close of this treatise is an excellent
discourse on the lawfulness and necessiiy of the union
between Church and State, which was transferred to
the columns of 7'%he Church about five years ago.

Mr. Blunt may be considered to belong to the Bi-
shop Beveridge school of Divinity,—a name that we
are glad to cite, as evincing, what we believe is even
now evinced by thousands of those whose religious
opinions are thoughtlessly or uncharitably traduced,
that the principles of * High-Churchmen,” as they are
termed, may be maintained in strict consistency with
the belief and practice of evangelical truth.  Mr. Blunt
cautiously avoids the discussion of points difficult and
mysterious in themselves, which have begotten diffe-
rences and even fierce conflicts of opinion, and, in the
expression of his own convictions, is always moderate
and charitable. His works we conceive, on the whole,
to be well adapted for the private Christian’s library,
—suited to the family rather than to the biblical stu-
dent; but full of pious sentiments, earnestly and affec-
tionately expressed, which cannot fail to please and
edify all.

———————— :

In the Toronto Banner of the 16th instant, we ob-
serve a communication from “ A Churchman,” furnish-
ing a copy of the certificate of the Baptisi of Arch-
bishop Secker by a Clergyman of the Church of Eng-
land,—in opposition to what has been so frequently
and so confidently asserted, that he was baptized by a
Dissenter. The following is the communication to
which we have adverted :—

ARCHBISHOP SECKER'S BAPTISM.
( To the Editor of the Banner. )

Sir,—Some weeks ago, I accidentally saw a number
of your Journal, in which it was stated that Archbishop
Secker had never received baptism at the hands of an
Episcopally ordained minister, and from this statement
sundry conclusions were deduced. Permit me, iowever,
to inform you and the public,—and to repeat what Z%e
Church newspaper a few months ago asserted as beyond
contradiction,—that Archbishop Secker did receive baptism
at the hands of an Episcopally o: dained minister. 'That no
doubt may exist upon the subject, I beg to request inser-
tion for the subjoined irvefragable testimony, whn*
the year 1841, appeared in most of the Church of Englind
periodicals, and my copy of which is taken from the Lon-
don St. James's Chronicle :

ARCHBISHOP SECKER'S BAPTISM.
To the Editor of the St. James's Chronicle.
Stroud, Gloucestershire, July 20.

Sir,—May I request you to insert in your paper the follow-
ing letter? It is an answer to an application of mine to the
Registrar of York, to search the transcript of the parish register
of Sibthorpe, Nutts, for the baptism of Archibishop Secker. It
has long been supposed that he was baptised by a Dissenter;
and some very strange arguments have been founded on fhe
supposition. I found cause to doubt the fact itself; and ha_vm.g
searched in vain for his register, or any other evidence of h!s
being baptised by a Dissenter, and finding that the year of his
birth was cut out of the parish register! I made the uppllcaho‘n
mentioned above. It is highly important that the truth of this
matter should be known to all, and therefore I trust you will
give it publicity.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
WaLTER BLUNT, Assistant Curate of Stroud.

“ 8ir,—1I send you enclosed a copy from the transcript of the
parish register of Sibthorpe sent here. The beginning is as the
transcript is headed, and the names at the bottom are those of
the curate of the parish and the churchwardens, who were then
a8 now, required to sign such transeripts in confirmation of their
correctness. This, 1 hope, will show you how the matter is,
better than I, in my hurry, had done before,

“1 am, Sir, your obedient servant,

“York, July 16, 1841. “Josepu BUCKLE.

“To the Rev. Walter Blunt, Stroud.

“‘Sibthorpe Register Bill Aprill the
18th day in the yeare of our Lord 1695.

“¢Thomas Secker the soun of Thomas Secker and Abl[)igall
his wiffe baptised September the 28th day in the yeare of our
Lord 1698, o “*“Thomas Gd¥ny, Cur.

“se Flind >
- "Jr:x‘:‘:l:'liin::s::i Churchwardens.’”

T had laid away this testimony among papers to which
I could not get access until very lately, and this will ac-
count for my not having sent it at an earlier period,

I remain, Sir,
Your obedient humble servant,
A CHURCHMAN,

Toronto, 7th January, 1844,

Although the citation of such a fact as is indicated
in this correspondence is satisfactory and gratifying,
we are not aware that it is regarded as one *“of such
great importance to High Churchmen,” as the editor
of the Banner states it to be; nor, in the judgment
of any rational Churchman does the circumstance of
a Bishop or Archbishop being ordained by a Dissenter
directly affect, as he supposes it so materially to do,
the question of the Apostolic Succession. In looking
to the simplicity of that question,—which is so very
monstrous and grievous a one with our contemporary,
—we contend that none but a Bishop, properly so
called, was from the Apostles’ times invested with the
power of conferring ordination, aud that noue but
Bishops ean comsecrate or ordain Bishops. Hence
arises the necessity of the maintenance of that tenet,
the “Apostolical Succession,” which so many modern
scriblers would torture and pervert from its simplicity
by a thousand adduced contingencies which have no
direct or necessary connexion with the question at
issue.

Qur contemporary is by no means happy in
attempt to invalidate the certificate which is adduced
above ; becawee the citation of probabilities or possi-
bilities is as nothing in the balance against a fact ; and
the alleged fact must be disproved by something more

satisfactory than special pleading, built upon fanciful |

creations of the writer's own imagination,

The Editor of the Bamner proceeds to a disqui-
sition upon the subject of Baptism in general; and
here we would premise that, although he may be a
tolerable exponent of the beauty and excellence of
democratical institutions, or of the pre-eminent bless-
ings of Responsible Government, his best friends, we
apprehend, who know anything of the subject them-
selves, would very earnestly advise him to be silent
upon the subject of Christian doctrine.

In endeavouring to prove that the Apostles laid no
stress upon Baprism, but that it was an ordinance
which might be obeyed or dispensed with, according
to the whim of the converts, he adduces the following
words of St! Paul, (1 Cor.i. 14—17)—*1 thank God
that I baptized none of you, but Crispus and Gaius;
lest any should say that I baptized in my own name.
And I baptized also the household of Stephanas;
besides, I know not whether I baptized any other.
For Christ sent me not to buptize, but to preach the
Gospel.”  On these words of the Apostle, the editor
of the Banmner very reverently observes, “If baptism
be regeneration, as the High Churchmen of the present
day say it is, how cruel was it in the Apostle to do so
little in that way; to travel over so large a portion of
the civilized world, and not to give this necessary rite,
for admission to everlasting happiness. And not only
to rest contented with baptizing a few households, but
to thank God for his conduct.” Well informed mem-
bers of the Banner's own communion will blush at
such an exposition of scripture as is implied in the
remarks we have just quoted; and we have the con-
solation of feeling that not a few Sunday School
scholars, in our communion, even in junior classes,
are qualified to set him right in his wild and perverted
interpretation.

St. Paul’s reason for expressing himself as he did
on that occasion, is very clearly explained by these
his own words,—* Lest any should say that 7 buptized
in mine own nume"; in other words he thanked God that
his own administrations of the ordinance of Baptism
were so few, that no handle or pretence could, on that
account, be afforded for constituting him as the head
of a religious party in Corinth to the disunion and
detriment of the Church. But does this countenance
in the slightest degree the opinion that Baptism was
therefore accounted a matter of indifference,—one of
no standing obligation,—which could be slighted or
omitted at pleasure? Or does not the whole history
of the Apostles, and especially of St. Paul himself,
teach us the very reverse? Or can it have escaped
the editor of the Banner, or does he wilfully suppress
the fact, that St. Paul, like the other Apostles, was
accompanied in his travels by subordinate ministers,
as John, Mark, Timotheus, Erastus, Luke and others,
to whom was more especially committed the office of
baptizing, while the Apostle himself was engaged,
according to his Master's command, in the more ardu-
ous and difficult work of preaching the Gospel?

If the editor of the Banner evinces so much lament-
able ignorance on the Scriptural statements upon the
obligation of Baptism, we cannot wonder that he
should be even more at fault in his interpretation of
the views in reference to that doctrine which are main-
tained by the Church of England. If he does not
understand the nature and meaning of Baptismal
Regeneration as taught by our Church,~—yes and by the
Church Catholic since the very foundation of Chris-
tianity,—he should endeavour to be better informed
before attempting an exposition of her tenets, or draw-
ing conclusions which are as erroncous and absurd as
they are uncharitable,

iy

In reference to the new Church at Dundas,—of the
opening of which so pleasing an account was lately
given by a correspondent,—we are requested to notice,
amongst the many generous contributions towards the
erection of that sacred edifice, the very liberal pre-
sentation, and that in the most handsome manner, of
all the necessary Plans, by John G. Howard, Esq.,
Architect, of the City of Toronto. It.is due to this
gentleman, in a notice of that Christian enterprise
now so happily completed, to record this act of
generosity.

et i

We observe in the British Whig a disenssion in
respect to the performance of Public Baptism in the
parish Church of Kingston, in which the restoration
of that custom is designated as *Puseyism.” We
regret to observe such remarks in our constitntional
contemporary, and would beg to remind him that the
revival of the custom in question is not in defercnce
to the sentiments of any individual, or of any party,
in the Chuarch, but in obedience to the voice of the
Church herself, as expressed in the following Rubrical
direction :—

“ When there are children to be baptized, the parents
shall give knowledge thereof overnight, or in the morning
before the beginning of Morning Prayer, to the/Curate.
And then the Godfathers and the Godmothers, and the
people with the children, must be ready at the Font,
either immediately after the lust lesson at Morning Prayer,
or else immediately after the last lesson at Evening Prayer,
as the Curate by his discretion shall appoint.”

If the indolence or indifference of members of the

Church had caused them for too long a term of years |

to disregard her rules and injunctions, and to force
this solemn Sacrament out of its proper place; and
if as the effect of this coldness and negligence of
practice, great laxity of opinion has come to prevail

upon the nature and responsibilities of the ordinance |

itself, it is never too soon to correct the error and
arrest the evil. A pious congregration will cheerfully
submit to the inconveniency complained of, rather
than be chargeable any longer with an irreverent or
unbecoming performance of this religious obligation.
Such an inconvenience, too, cannot be very trying,
when it occurs only at one service in the courge of a
month; and, no doubt, if it should be discovered
that the number of children presented for Baptism on
such occasions, is likely, as a general rule, to prove
as large as has been stated, the custom of other large
parishes,—Toronto for instance,—would be adopted
in Kingston, of appointing occasional week-day ser-
vices for that purpose.
15
In The Church of the 10th of November last, we
gave, in parallel columns, the mutilated citations from
TexaTius by Mr. Powell, and the complete text as fur-
nished in the translation of that Father by Archbishop
Wake. Mr. Powell's apologist, Mr. Richey, attempts
to shew that great injustice has been done to his friend,
in contrasting, as we did, the language of Ignatins
respecting Episcopacy, as it stands in the generally
received copies of his epistles, and the partial and
decapitated portions of it which this assailant of the
ancient Church polity has adduced. We regret that
fve cannot view the conduct of Mr. Powell, in this
respect, as favourably as Mr. Richey appears to do:
after a further glance, indeed, at the contents of hig
book,~—viewing the superficial character of his argu-
ments,—his palpable want of scholarship,—the self-
sufficiency apparent in every page,—the tone of irre-
verence and contempt with which he expresses himself
towards those who stand forth in defence of the govern-
ment of the Church, as it existed uninterruptedly for
fiftcen hundred years,—the recklessness with which
he hastens to conclusions which there are no premisses
to justify,—observing and weighing all this, we cannot
admit that he has been judged of too severely by Mr.
Stopford, nor deny that we ourselves were justified in
adopting the language of this gentleman in reference
to the ignorance and misrepresentations of the writer
he was exposing. If this avowal of ours should un-
happily cause the thoughtful and consistent Editor of
the Guardian to persist in classing us with the “wild
Indians,” or comparing us, as one of his correspondents
had done in the case of the late Sir Charles Bagot, with
“ Napoleon Buonaparte,” we must only strive to be
patient beneath the storm of his virtuous indignation.
Into the question of the genuineness of the Epistles
of Ignatius,—we mean the seven shorter ones, now
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generally occupying a place amongst the Apostolic
Fathers,—it cannot be necessary, at the present day,
to enter. That is a point which we may consider to
have been settled: at least, if, after the masterly eri-
ticisms of Bishop Pearson and other learned men upon
this subject, there are those who refuse assent to their
deductions, we must leave them to the benefits of their
obstinacy or credulity. Such a discussion, too, is the
less necessary since it has been conceded by Mr. Powell
that those epistlesare genuine, and because he attempts
to frame an argument upon them as they stand. A
more presumptuous, or disingenuous effort, we repeat,
was never made; and the manner in which this reck-
less attempt has been carried through is, we regret to
say, too characteristic of the whole book.

The actual text of Ignatius, 2s we gave it, shews
the importance of those portions which were omiitted
by Mr. Powell: in fact, the sense is incomplete with-
out them; and any argument attempted to be founded
upon the abridgement which Mr. P. has furnished,
must be considered as unfair and unsatisfactory. The
absence of the passages which Mr. Powell has left out,
obliterates the graduation in the orders of the Church
8o clearly asserted by this Father,—the descent in the
scale from Bishops to Presbyters, and from Presbyters
to Deacons.  Nor s it correct to say, that * whatever
he [Ignatius] makes of Bishops, he yet makes Pres-
byters as high as we [Mr. Powell and his friends] can
desire for our argument;” because it is very clear,
from the correct quotations we gave, that he makes
Bishops higher than Presbyters,—that he repudiates
any thing like equality between them,—and that every
Comparison he introduces attests the pre-eminence of
the former over the latter.  But can any thing be more
unwarrantable, more absurd, more shameful than this
inference of Mr. Powell,—*“If Ignatius's authority is
worth any thing, it proves Presbyters to be in the place
of the Apostles”? Who can read the extracts we gave
from this Father, and not indignantly condemn a con-
clusion so unsupported, so wholly reckless, so entirely
contradictory to the whole strain and scope of the
language of Ignatius, as this ?

Let us mark, too, another specimen of the reason-
ing of Mr. Powell in reference to these epistles: we
repeat the passage, with the sentences annexed which
Mr. Richey strangely fancies we had some sinister
object in omitting,—“Now it is clear that he makes
the power or authority of the Bishop in restraining
and in permitting to be equal. Whatever he could
prohibit the Presbyter fiom doing, [e. g. continuing in
sin] he could equally appoint and approve of their doing
the same thing. He could restrain them from bapti-
zing, and he could appoint them to baptize. His
authority in both respects was equal. Apply this to
ordaining Ministers. Suppose he could restrain Pres-
byters from ordaining, he could equally appoint them
to ordain ministers, and then their performance of this
duty ‘would be pleasing to God." Then Presbyters,
as presbyters, have as much inherent power to ordain,
as they have to baptize, or to do any thing else in the
Church. This is clearly the doctrine of Ignatius.”
Now follows the passage from Mr. Powell which we
formerly omitted :—* Now all Churchmen allow they
have the power and authority as presbyters to baptize.
They have, therefore, from the principles of Ignatius,
power and authority to ordain ministers, to confirm &c.
as much as Bishops have. The only difference was,
that for the honour of the Bishop, and by ecclesiastic
arrangement, they were not to do these things without
the permission of the Bishop.” If Mr. Powell was
not ashamed of such reasoning, we should have hoped
Mr. Richey would have been! Foritisto be presumed
that in restraining and permitting, as Mr. Powell ar-
gues, the Bishop would necessarily feel himself limited
by what was lawful or practicable. He could not per-
mit what was unlawful, nor would he enjoin what was
impossible, any more than he would restrain fiom what
was in itself right and practicable. The Bishop, ac-
cording to Apostolic and all subsequent ecclesiastical
usage, could nof delegate to a presbyter the power of
ordaining: his doing so would be unlawful; there was
no command or precedent forit; and the very consti=
tution of his own office would be felt to be a standing
prohibicion against it. ;

Persons might think less of the extreme absurdity
of this argument, if any warrant was to be found for
the conclusion which, by so strange a process of
reasoning, is arrived at. But no ingenuity of the
opponents of Episcopacy has yet been able to make
out a satisfactory case in point, or to adduce from the
New Testament a single unquestionable instance in
which the office of ordaining was ever performed by
an individual holding the second rank, or the rank of
presbyter, in the ministry.  Against any such preten-
sion, too, the voice of ecclesiastical history is unani-
mous: we have not an instance on record of a presby -
ter's receiving a commission to ordain; while we have
cases plainly stated in which the attempt of that order
to ordain was condemned by the voice of the Church,
For instance, in the year 324 a Council of the Egyp-
tian bishops, assembled at Alexandria under Hosius,
declared null and void the ordinations performed by
Colluthus, a presbyter of Alexandria, who had sepa-
rated from his bishop, and pretended to act as a bishop
himself.  In the year 340, the Egyptian bishops, in
their defence of Athanasius, alluding to Ischyras, who
pretended to be a priest, said, “Where then was
Ischyras a presbyter? Who was his ordainer?  Col-
luthus?  For this only remains. But it is known to
all, and doubted by no one, that Colluthus died a
presbyter; that his hands were without authority;
and that all who were ordained by him in the time of
the schism, were reduced to the state of laymen, and
as such attended the Church’s assemblies.”’

Again, in the first Council of Seville, the ordina-
tions performed by the bishop of Agabra were declared
null, because an assisting presbyter had been aceus-
tomed to read the prayer of ordination, on account of
the bishop's blindness, though the latter laid his hands
upon those who were to be ordained. A circumstance
this which manifests with sufficient clearness the judg-
ment of the early Church on the subject of ordinations
by presbyters. 5

We must consider it as strange that the Episcopal
order should have been instituted at all, if they were |
to exercise no peculiar powers; it was strange that |
such a gradation of ranks in the ministry should have
been arranged, if there was to be no actual distinc-
tion between them,—no powers and privileges pecu-
liar to one which could not be transferred to another.
If these could be shifted from one order to another, in
the manner that is argued by Mr. Powell, where was
the necessity of three orders? If their dutids could
be assumed interchangeably, why make three in name i
of what was but one in reality? We are here forcibly |
reminded that very much the style of argument thus |
adopted by Mr. Powell, was employed by certain
ancient heretics, who contended for the perfect iden-
tity of the three Persons of the Holy Trinity, and who,
from the absurdity of the conclusions to which their
manner of reasoning compelled them, were denomina-
ted Patripassians. They asserted this complete iden-
tity to the confusion of the Persons of the Holy Trinity,
and affirmed that God the Father perished upon the
Ccross.

Recent circumstances in our Colonial history fur-
nish us with an illustration of the point under consi-
deration, the force of which, we are persuaded, Mr-
Richey will perceive and admit. We have had a set
of men admitting in theory the existence of three
estates in the realm, but demanding that, practically,
the powers and prerogatives of the first should be
assumed and exercised by the subordinate degrees;
that the first, in short, was to be a sort of ornamental
appendage to a well-contrived system of polity,—
something to contemplate for the sound of its titles
and the glitter of its decorations, but harmless and
impotent as to real influence or action. Mr. Richey,
we repeat, is too staunch a loyalist not to denounce
the wickedness and injustice of thus attempting to
degrade the first estate in our civil polity; and he

must sce, at the same time, that Mr. Powell's mode of

buvedh.
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reasoning would effect a similar degradation of the
first order in the Christian ministry. The three
orders, as our unmutilated quotations from Ignatius
shew, are plainly asserted by that Father, and with
expressions which most clearly point out their distinc-
tiveness: to reduce the first to a level with the second,
as Mr. Powell, contrary to the language and argument
of Ignatius, has attempted to do, is to render that first
order a mere superfluity, and to stamp absurdity upon
the whole Apostolic arrangement of the government
ot the Church,
R s

In our recent notice of the examination for Exhibi-
tions at Upper Canada College, the name of G. A.
Barber was mentioned amongst the successful candi-
dates. We are happy to learn that this promisin_g
youth, (aged 13 years,) is a son of G. A. Barber Esq.,
the spirited proprietor of the Z'oronto Herald.
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We have received a copy of the following Circular,
issued by the Lord Bishop of Montreal, and have
much satisfaction in presenting-it to our readers:—
(Circular.) Quebee, 17th Jan. 1844,

Rev. Sir,—Considering the great importance, With
reference to consequences both immediate and remote,
of an energetic and, under the divine blessing, a success-
ful effort, at this time, to draw out the resources of the
Church in the Di: ce:c by means of the Church Society
established among us, I am prompted to press upon your
attention and, through you, upon that of the Clergy
within your District. the necessity not only of promptly
organising that Institution wherever it may yet remain
to be done, but of effectually carrying out its plans and
objects in detail. In connection with this more general
recommendation, I have specially to request that you will
convey my charge to the Clergy to use their utmost en-
deavours in turning to good account the intimation which
you will have received from the Secretary of the Society,
wspecting the appeal to be made in its behalf simultane-
susly throughout the Diocese, upon Quinguagesima Sun-
cay next ensuing.

I am, Reverend Sir,
Your affectionate brother,
G. J. MONTREALL.
——————

K We are directed by the Lord Bishop of Toronto
to request that tlose Clergymen who have not already
sent forward the signatures to the Clergy Reserve
Petition, would be kind enough to do so with as little
delay as possible.

PR S

£F” We beg toremind our readers in this town
and neighbourhood, that the Annual Meeting of the
Newcastle and Cdborne District Branch of the
Cuurca Sociery, vill be held in St. Peter’s Church,
on the Evening of Tuesday next, the 30th instant, at
7 o'clock; and also that, on occasion of the meeting
of the Midland Cletical Association, there will be
Divine Service in thesame Church, on the Evening
of Wednesday, the 31 instant, at 7 o’ clock.

OBSERVATIONS
ON THE POLICY OF A GENERAL UNION OF ALL THE
BRITISH PROVINCE: OF NORTH AMERICA.

( Originally published in the Cobourg Star, A.D. 1839.)

LETTIR XI.

WORKING OF THE UNION.

To declare the Colonies intzgral portions of the Em-
pire, and allow them a representation in Parliament,
would remove the greater number of evils which distract
and oppress them. The crude and hasty measures so
frequently adopted and enforced by the Colonial Depart-
ment, seldom proceed from design or an intention of do-
ing wrong, but may be in general traced to incorrect
information received from agents paid to mislead, or per-
sons from the Colonies who have selfish views and no
responsibility.  Even sending out commissioners, tends
to mystify and deceive. Never was there concocted such
a farrago of absolute inavity as the reports of the three
sapient Commissioners lately sent to Quebec to inquire
iuto the state of Lower Canada. In two things only did
they agree—in their disposition to prostrate every ves-
tage of Sovereignty still retained by the Crown, to an
ephemeral popularity, and displaying the most gross and
iudicrous ignorance of the real state of the country about
which they came to inquire.

The working of the proposed Union may be briefly
eonsidered as it respects the mother country—and as it
respects the confederation itself,

Ist. Were members from each of the Colonies in the
House of Commons’ agitation would soon become a losing
trade to the British demagogues. They would no longer
be able to deceive and to substitute selfish and false infor-
mation for that which is true, or induce the Administra-
tion of the Queen to pamper traitors into rebeliion, and
to discourage and trample upon the loyal. .

There may be much of liberty and independence in
Great Britain but there is also much of the rottenness
and licentiousness of what is falsely called freedom. An
honest man reading the parliamentary debates during the
American rebellion, becomes disgusted with speeches in
defence of treason and insurrection. It makes him sick
to find the warmest symyathy and kindness manifested
for rebels, and the loyalists freated with contempt; and
his indignation cannot be repressed when he is forced to
the conviction that what is called American Indepen-
dence was achieved in the House of Commons, and Dot
by the swords of the insurgents.

But thus it has ever been, Great Britain has always
been betrayed by her own factious politicians and degen-
erate sons. At the commencement of the French Re-
volution, atrocities which set the hair on end, Were
applauded in Parliament, and the defenders of their
country were stigmatized as the slaves of tyrants. Even
now, when traitors are murdering the peaceable and un-
offending inhabitants in Cunada, and aided by faithless
foreigners, are carrying fire and sword into our towns
and villages, and destroying the happiness of a whole
people, abettors and defenders are heard in the Imperial
Parliament cheering them in their work of destruction,
and striving to detach these fine Colonies from the parent
state, and place them in dependence on a profligate Go-
vernment which only secks a good opportunity of going
to war with England,

Never would the abuse of the powers granted to the

eople of Lower Canada have produced insurrection and
rebellion, had it not been for your Humes and Roebucks,
who gloating in the price of blood, still glory in corres-
ponding With traitors who are attempting the dismember-
ment of the Empire. Had there been in the House of
Commons, Representatives from the Canadas, the brass
of Hume, and the reckless effrontery of Roebuck, would
have been made to quail before the truth.

2nd. Such a representation from the Colonies, would,
it is believed, do much to regulate or repress a sort of
mania which prompts the British Government to confer
on them a Constitution similar to their own, long before
they contain the materials necessary to put it in salutary
operation. Such a Constitution in many cases becomes a
sad nuisance and in general a fruitful source of misery
and discontent. It increases the expense of the Colonies
in a prodigious ratio; for the meeting of the General As-
semblies cost, in most places, more than half the current

| revenue; and many a good road and bridge or seminary

might be constructed or established, by whatare called
the contingent expenses of the legislative bodies. They
are given to Colonies without the slightest regard to their
capacity to use them; and because the British Constitu-
tion is said to work well at home, it is foolishly supposed
the only form of Government worthy of notice—a cure
for every political evil, and equally fit for every stage of
society. Sometimes it produces results which might af-
ford sports quite ludicrous, were they not attended with
painful consequences. Thus a constitution was lately
given to Newfoundland, and it has been in the wildest
commotion ever since. In that Island, there are ouly
two classes—the employers and the employed—or mer-
chants and fishers; and as the suffrage i1s almost univer-
§al, the whole power of the Constitution becomes vested
in the employed, or servants. A similar constitution
might with equal wisdom be conferred on any great
manufacturing establishment. The workmen as in New-
foundlanq, would legislate against their masters, refuse
to work, indulge in idleness and dissipate the capital by
which in their days of industry they had been supported.

With scarcely 300 electors it is said that Tobago has
an Assembly, and that a tavern-keeper and profligate at-
torney can return a majority of the members. To Lower
Canada a form of Government similar to that of Great
Britain was given too early. The inhabitants at the time
had no true conceptions of civil liberty. Their laws, man-
ners, and habits were totally opposed to free institutions,
and to them it has proved a great evil. It has enabled a
few profligate,ambitious and turbulent characters, by false-
hood and misrepresentation to work upon the minds of
the rural population till they were goaded into rebellion.
Before the late disturbances a happier people did not ex-
ist:—free in their persons, industry, and opinions, there
was nothing to disturb or grieve them. Not a single
penny was ever taken out of their pockets for the support
of Government, the expense of which is defrayed out of
a small duty imposed on merchandise arriving at Quebec,
consumed chiefly by the British part of the population.
This trifling duty is not one-tenth of that collected on
similar commodities in the United States. Even this
small suni solely applicable to provincial purposes, is
greatly increased by the money spent in the Colony by
the British Government which commonly amounts to six

- ——————

times as much as the whole Provincial Revenue.. The
people themselves felt not a single grievance, till urged
by factious leaders, and even then the greatest anxiety
was manifested on the part of the Imperial Government
to remove such grievances as were imaginary, since none
real could be found. Were history and experience to
teach wisdom, there might be hope for the future. But
the penal settlements in Australia have already begun to
clamour for a constitution; and if they persevere they
will succeed: for such is the mania among Englishmen
about free governments, that they think no happiness can
be enjoyed without them: and of course what so excellent
as their own form of government. “When a representa-
tive constitution is given to the settlements in Australia,
we may bid farewell to anything like peace and comfort
in that vast country.” But on this subject, deep as the
disease lies, much may be done to enlighten the British
Legislature by Representatives from the Colonies. They
can point out from experience in almost all cases, the
miserable working of such constitutions in small settle-
ments, and urge with effect a common sense mode of pro-
ceeding—that is, first to train the colonies to liberal
principles, step by step, in smaller matters, and after a
proper apprenticeship, confer a constitution, because then
they may be able to bear it.

8. The consolidation of the empire which the admission
of deputies from the colonies presents, would attach heart
and soul to the one Legislature, and add immeasurably to
its strength and dignity; and cherish an intense affection
throughout all the dependencies for everything British.
We would feel more near our sovereign by having our
own people in her councils; and whilst we rejoice in the
success of all her measures, we would cherish a warm
and determined desire to support them. Our sovereign
would unite all parties, however dissimilar on lesser mat-
ters, and a generous spirit not selfish but noble, would be
propagated more strongly in the Colonies than at home.
The Colonies would feel that they were now truly British
subjects—that their interests in the Imperial Legislature
were known and appreciated, and no longer considered
vague and of no importance,

4. A Colonial Representation in the House of Com-
mons would be essentially conservative, The deputies
know well the pernicious workings of those institu-
tions which appear so perfect and desirable to the British
people. They behold at their feet the United States torn
to the centre by inveterate faction—all law and justice
disregarded, and rolling forward with an impetus that no
possible obstacle can now resist, to anarchy, revolution
and despotism.

Experiments on the wildest theories have been made
in the American States, and their results are on record.
Ist, cheap justice attracted the attention of the people,
and a law passed in one of the states to determine law-
suits by arbitration. It was found that ignorance and
knavery prevailed: nothing was settled, or satisfactorily
settled, while the expense was multiplied tenfold. Where
the relations of men and transactions of society are com-
plex, laws cannot be simple. The superiority of
opposite claims depends upon circumstances varying with
time, and often of a delicate or very intricate nature.
You cannot dispense justice without making proper dis-
tinctions; and it depends upon the case, not on the Judge
or Lawyers, whether these be muchinvolved and difficult
to determine.

2. Cheap Government is another experiment which

has been tried in America, and which the free nations of
Europe are now raving to procure. And what has been

the result? The most base and unheard of peculation

among all the public officers—scarcely one pure, through

the whole Union, Judges sitting daily on the bench for
less than a menial’s wages, but indemnifying themselves
from other channels, and laughing at the dupes that
placed them there. Public men must be rewarded ac-
cording to their rank and ability, or they will decline the
service of the government; and inferior men who remu-
nerate themselves a thousand ways, and langh at the par-
simony and credulity of the people, will readily tuke their
places;—and thus it is in the United States. In this sim-
ple, cheap, homely and pure republic, one runs away with
two, and another with three hundred thousand pounds.—
The late celebrated Randolph of Roanoake used to say,
the expenses of Congress were an Augean Stable which
for twenty years he had endeavoured to cleanse, but the
more he exerted himself the greater the waste; and

thinking of reynard and the mosquitoes, he finally gave ]
up the attempt. There is no protection from peculation, |
except high and honorable principles—articles extremely |
rare in all republics, ancient or modern, and subjects of

derision among the office-holders of the United States.

3. Universal suffrage, which places the wealthy and
honest, bound hand and foot, at the mercy of the profii-
gate and turbulent—which destroys industry, riches and
capital; aud prostrates all that is noble in principle, deli-
cate 1n sentiment, and honorable in conduct; and hurries
the whole community towards anarchy and revolution,

Nor would the return of the Colonial Representatives
to resume their seats in the Legislature of the Union,
with their enlarged views and subdued experience, be
less beneficial. It would infuse a British spirit into the
whole confederacy—not theoretic but practical. There
would be an identity of views and feelings—a sublime
vista of promotion opening itself to the views of our aspi-
ring youth, which no other government under the sun
can present. All would feel that they had indeed a
country such as no other nation ever possessed, and that
though living on the banks of the Ottawa, they had the
same privileges as if living on the banks of the Thames:
—that the highest offices, appointments and ranks, are
equally open to all honourab.le aspirants, and to be attain-
ed by the same honest exertion of talent and ability, A
living specimen of_' all this would ever be present before
them in the deputies who had returned after their time
of service in the Imperial Parliament had expired, and
still more in some who had been promoted, from their
superior attainments, to high stations in other parts of the
empire, from which they would never return. ;

As to the working of the union in the Colonies, some-
thing has already been said: but here it may be remarked
that the deputies would have seen from the contrast be-
tween elections in England and in the neighbouring
States, that their frequency is a very great evil. It
keeps both government and people in a state of continual
excitement, totally incompatible with social peace and
comfort. Here the true mediam of six years is assumed:
—a period neither too long nor too short—long enough
to enable the Representatives to understand the interests
of the people, and yet suﬁiciex}tly short to secure the
approbation of the electors. It is quite obvious that men
who are to assemble from the Bay of Fundy, Newfound-
land, Labradore and Lake Superior, ought to have 2
term of office sufficiently long to make them acquainted
with their busi@less. It is not by travelling to and from
the Legislature in a rail-road car or steamboat, that a
man can acquire a just knowledge of the true interests of
the Union. Six years are an essential security to liberty,
and that the sober and deliberate opinions of the people
on public questions, shall, after being well discussed and
considered by their representatives, become law. For,
to provide for true liberty, and ensure its enjoyment,
care should be taken that no measure be adopted without
mature deliberation.

impeachment; and a short time will seldom be sufficient
to detect guilt and pursue the offender to conviction. A
briefer term would be to blind the eyes of our watch-
men, and to bind the hands which held the sword for our
defence. . %

The deputies would likewise be able to instruet our
rising population on many points of which to be ignorant
is attended with great evil, They would show that dif-
ference of rank in society is highly beneficial to the ge-
neral comfort and happiness. Itis like the division of
labour, and leaves every one to follow his own business
unmolested. Rank and office, when allowed a free eir-
culation, as in the British empire, presents the most
desirable state of socicty which can be conceived. It is
a safeguard of freedom, the source of the highest enjoy-
mientyphysical and intellectual, and a subject of honest
pride and exultation, ;

In regard to emigration, the union would work admi-
rably; for it possesses localities within its bounds suita-
ble to people coming from all the different portions of
the British empire. Are they fishers from Scilly, Shet-
land and the Hebrides?—The Banks of Newfoundland,
the shores of Labradore and the Gulf of St. Lawrence,
offer them innumerable stations, and the reasonable hope
of acquiring great wealth. Are they agriculturists?—
The inland Provinces present millions of acres of the
most fertile land in the world,

The Confederacy would have power to protect in a far
more effectual manner the fisheries on its shores than has
been hitherto done,-and thus deprive our natural rivals of
a great source of wealth. Moreover, their own fisheries
would increase to an infinite degree; and not only give
additional strength to the navy, but produce an effectual
and cheap bridle to the United States.

Appointments from home to public offices would be-
come rare, because quite unnecessary; and the manage-
ment of the public lands and revenue could be more easily
arranged with one than eight governments.

The Legislature of the Union would with more effect
than t'hc_' separate Colonies, establish a well devised system
of religious and intellectual education, throughout all the
provinces,—an eduncation which would give uniformity
of character to the people;—and while it purified their
morals, manners, and habits, would direct their attention
to the public good. A system of public instruction be-
coming the confederacy should direct the energies of
youth to proper objects; substitute knowledge of busi-
ness for inexperience, an intimate acquaintance with their
true interests for blind propensities; and gradually mould
the inhabitants of the diferent Colonies Jnto oné great
nation. Nor is it Utopian to believe that in a compari-
tively short time, the French character would relax, and
form no distinet portion of the growing nation. But
without entering farther into detail, it may suffice to
remark that to return to representative institutions in
Lower Camada, for a long time to come, would be per-
fect madness: for it would only increase the rancour
that bad management has produced between the French

and English population. On the whole, the situation of

Moreover, the superior Assembly has the power of |

ey

these Provinces will force themselves on the attention of
Parliament this session: but what policy itis best t0
pursue, there is great difficulty in determining. The
General Union is a splendid project; but perhaps the
Provinces require a little preparation before it can be
judiciously adopted; and the settlement of the Boundary
Line seems a preliminary step to its fair consideration.

Till prepared for the union, the best plan would be to
modify the law for suspending the coustitution of Lower
Canada, giving it the full power of the Constitutional
Act, and extending its duration to fifteen years. Then
to change the language from French to English in all
courts of justice and public proceedings—the English
lgw to be introduced, civil as well as criminal—emigra-
tion to be promoted and poured in at any expence—the
navigation of the St. Lawrence to be opened to the lakes
—the British Provinces to be declared integral parts 0
the empire, and one or two members admitted from each
into the House of Commons.

If, in addition to this, a Colonial Board were estab-
lished, on nearly the same principles as that foolishly
suppressed by Mr. Burke’s act, consisting of permsanent
members, a steady, judicious and prosperous administra-
tion of all the Colonies might be reasonably anticipate
for very many years: for though the Colonial Secretary
of State for the time being would of course be at its heads
yet he could not easily change the general principles
policy by which its decisions were governed.

[ro BE conriNuED.]

p—

Erclesiastical Jutelligence.

CANADA.

CHURCH SOCIETY OF THE DIOCESE OF TORONTO.

Annual Subscriptions to the Church Diocesan Society
by the Members of the Established Church of England
and Ireland, in the Townships of Georgina and Nof
Gwillimbury, December, 1843:—
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Mr, J. Donnell....
T Donnell ..
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Miss Margaret Donnell..
Mr. J. Dongell, Senior ..
“ Holm and family........
 T. Thornton and family.
“ J. Kay and family ..,
“ 8. Park and family..
“ QuHoward, -viv50.
“ Trent and family...
“ Comer and family ..
Mrs. Captain Bourchier
Miss E. Bourchier ........
Mr. S. Morton and family..
Lieut. Goode and family ..
Miss Sherlock.....
“ Stennett and family..
¢ Inman and family
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£6 9 3

£2 10s. to the Missionary Fund.
£3 19s. 3d. General Purposes,

NEW BRUNSWICK.

WOODSTOCK CHURCH SOCIETY.

The Annual Meeting of the Woodstock Committee of
the Church Society of the Archdeaconry of New Bruns~
wick, was holden at St. Luke’s Church, on Saturday, the
30th December last; and although not so numerous
attended as was desirable, and the paramount objects
| the meeting called for from Churchmen generally, yeb
the number was respectable, and all present seemed t0
take a deep interest in the proceedings and welfare of the
Society.

The Meeting was opened with prayer by the Chairmadr
the Rev. the Rector, who having forcibly adverted to the
benefits already derived, under the blessing of God, from
the formation of this Society, and the still further go
likely to flow from its operations, and the minutes of the

| proceedings of the past year having been read, the follow"

ing Resolutions, among others, were proposed and unani*
mously adepted ;—

Moved by John Dibblee, Esq., and seconded by James
Ketchum, Esq.,

That, while this Committee beg to reiterate their uB?
abated attachment to the Church Society, and the g0
feeling that continues to be manifested throughout ths®
Mission towards its welfare, they nevertheless dee
regret that the pressure of the times is still of such &
nature as to lead them to fear that the amount of
contributions from this parish will be far less than they
should wish.

Moved by John Bedell, Esq., and seconded by Job?
Dibblee, Esq., 2 :

That, fully impressed with the belief that the ('ﬂiiﬁi
Society, in this and the sister Colonies of Canada 8%
Nova Scotia, are the best and most effectual means thab
could have been devised for promoting the prosperity 0%
advancing the interests of our Church, and the collseq‘“"nt
extension of true religion, therefore ¢

Resolved—That this Committee would earnestly ’".d_
affectionately call upon their brother Churchmen in t
Mission, entreating them to come forward in aid of ®
cause which has for its object the maintenance of that
Church, the diffusion of whose true and Apostolic_d"c'
trines affords the surest guarantee for the happines™
spiritual as well as temporal, of any community. o

Moved by A. K. Smedes Wetmore, Esq., and second!
by D. L. Dibblee, Esq.,

That in the opinion of this Committee, the great exer”
tions that have been, and are now making in the Moth¢
Country, in behalf of the Church, both at home and 1%
the Colonies, ought to excite in Churchmen here a0
throughout the Province, not only the liveliest emotions
of gratitude, but also a desire to participate with the!
fellow Christians in England in the good and holy caus®
they have in hand. s

A number of other Resolutigns, connected with the
interests of the Society, having been submitted and adop~
ted, and Lay Deputies appointed to attend with the Recw"
at the approaching general meeting of the Society '
Fredericton: Office Bearers for the ensuing year,wer&
elected,

The meeting thereupon clesed with prayer.

H. E. DiBBLEE, Secretary

Woodstock, Jan. 8, 1844,

NEWFOUNDLAND.

St. John’s, December 20, 1843
The Monthly Meeting of the Diocesan Church Society
for the Propagation of the Gospel was held, as usual,
Wednesday evening. The Rector (Rev. T. F. H, Bridge):
who was in the chair, opened the business of the evenin
| as customary, by giving out an appropriate hymn, 22
| reading some of the collects of the Church,  Afier whi
| the Rev. gentleman read some very interesting accou®
| of Missionary operations in various parts of the worlds
well in our colonies as among the Jews and the Heathe?*
I Robert Prowse, Esq., a member of the Committee, 8!
| addressed the meeting, and having read portions 0

addressed to the Ecclesiastical Commissioners, accompd”
nied by a draft of £4000 for Church extension in ﬂ;“
manufacturing districts of England, he took advanfﬂgind
the sentiments expressed therein by that truly liberal
Christian statesman, to point out the duty incumbent @
those whom a kind Providence blesses in the pursul“h_
commerce, to give freely of their gains, that the unseaf"‘
able riches of Christ may be bestowed on the spiri!ll‘l y
destitute, st

The Rev. Chairman then announced that, since the la e
meeting, upwards of £30 had been paid in to the Treas®
rer by the Rev. H, J. Fitzgerald, Rural Dean of Trﬂl"ﬂ
—being the amount of collection made in his Mission; §
and that the Committee had granted small sums towﬂfdd
the erection of churches or school-houses, at Trinity, ”“e
Cuchold’s Cove, in Trinity Bay,—Bryant's Cove, 10 tb°
Mission of Harbour-Grace;—and Belleoram, in Fortu™®.
Bay.—8t. John'’s Times.

— 4_,—//
our English Files.

From

THE CORN LAWS AND THE LEAGUE. =

The following is a portion of a leading article from the Lo‘:.
don Times, advocating the expediency of a fixed duty on
importation of Foreign Corn into England, instead of the e
sent sliding scale of duties, Although far from being dl.spo“;:
to agree with the Z'imes in its disquisition on this !ﬂh}e"t.’ch
is impossible, we think, for any one to read the extruct "hlu
follows without admiration, not less for its masculine e‘oqnennd
than for the noble principles which it inculcates. wfl‘l A
truly may a Newspaper which can command the abilitys”
whieh what We now present to our readers is a specime™
characterized as the leading Journal of Europe:—

(From The Times.)

A fixed duty isa fixed injustice, say the Leaguers. 18‘:
wheat 6s., 75,y 88.,0r 10s, the quarter, and you take 6s., 757 5
or 10s. from the poor man for the benefit of the aristoc’“of
And if you are honest in wishing to tax bread for purpo
revenue, why do not you tax it at the mill?

"The answer to this last question is short and simple-
would not recommend the collection of a bread-tax at th >
ler's, any more than we would that of a tea-tax or & CD'”.n
at the grocer’s, or of a tax on leather at the bootmaker’ss ot
for the same reason—because a duty paid at the Custom
is feltto be far less galling, irritating, and oppressive thatt Jes?
same duty paid at the retailer’s. All taxation is bf":. cects
resisted .and more productive in proportion as it is i* ‘r’
We are surprised that any one acquainted with the hist ould
our own excise and the general hearings of taxation® ch®
have asked this question, We are more surprised that 8%

we
o mil*

letter which the Right Hon. Sir Robert Peel has lately
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