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the fact of both being Pcers, wvith a Parliamcntarv training.
and exercisirlg a po%%,rful influence ini shaping the legis-
lative evetnts of thecir day. The attcmpt to inakce out that
Hannibal and WVellington wcrc both of a picce in mental
and physical calibre, can ont>, bc an effort iii special picid-
ing, bascd on the broad grouild that both carricd swords and
wvon battie5z

White tIhc abuse of coniparison is thus productive of irri-
tation and cvii, it necd hardly bc added that thc ils of the
faculty is valuable. *Coniparison large" ks a good itemi ini a
phrenological statcment of onc*s mental clainms. It is the
basis of sound judgmcent of nien and things, and a good
factor in artistic capabilit%.

Ail wce have to do is to guard against false analogies and
fallacious paraltels, which enter so largcly intn our Iiterary
culture and social intcrcourse. Tlierc are truce and there
arc false standards of coniparison whicli iay bc applied in
history, in politics, iii art. in literattire, anti in lire. It is
niost cesscntial to forni a habit of setting up the truc Stan-
dard, and thus avoiding thc ridiculous spectacle which old
Polonius prescrnts to us wvhen, at a hint fron i s l'rince, lie
is equally rcady to detect iii a cloud, a rcseiblance to a
camel, a wcasel, or a wvhaIe.

It is flot surprising that tîxere should be a good deal of
scepticism regarding the statemients of historians on the
subject of events whicli occurred a Century or two ago w~lien
we find so much inisconception prevalent regatding those
that have taken place %within the miemory of pensons flow
living. and the truth or falschioad of wvhich could bce itab-
lislied by reference to documents easily accessible:

It is nlot very long ago siiice the London Times said.
*Sennggettcrally, no child nt any cla.is, hiffh or lowv, frnî,î tige CI id of the

."duke to the Clîîld of tige lawourcr, coulil nainle the day on wlch any grea1t
'k.vent iii lhistory occurrcdl ; veni iioui iffly craitinied witl, th.- v,-:tr. Sue).
"ignorancv ie not a thing tu l'e prou.I of, especially as it gom-s îîuch fuitiier.
"-asi a vLry lar*ge part of the hibtory of our couutry is a blank to niost Eng.
"llisit niinds."


