
TIIE CANADJAN ANTIQUARIAN

considcr you vcry ignorant for baving bad the "lclick"
to offer hitm sucb a token. And ignorant indcd 3'ou
would bc wcrc you to thus lose for onc cent's value wbat
rnighit, perhaps, bring you several dollars wverc you to offer
it to a colector or to a iluscum.

If ini one place the ancient coin lias no value, iii anotîter
place it is wortb vcry mucb. How %vould the one h
makes such an assertion lîkc to have iii bis possession a
couple of those sniall coins which, tbougbi oniy a shilling's
wortx in rcat value, broughit the other day a tlhousand
pounids rach wben sold at auction iii the city of London ?

However, coins arc flot valucil b>' their wciglit or tlicir
composition. Ofteni a copper picce. lbaîf %vorin, baif caten
wvith rust, would bc a thousand tinics more valuable than
a brighit licavy gold coin. Tbiese things are inasurcd and
wcighced by their age, b>' thecir origisi, by tlicir Ibk-toric.il
connections, b>' the cîrcumistances tinder whicli they were
discovered.

Thcn our ninctcentli century, stei cngine, ixiad civilika-
tien friend wilI tell us that lie secs no profit in the study of
the past and ef the men who have gonc before us. I>cr-
chance he does flot, but others do. Andif ie kncw how
to profit by expericsice, Iiow to lewni bis lcssons, how to
iniprove upon the works of others, liow to iimitate great
cxaniples, how te takie wvarning by tbc faults of others, lie
would soon know how useful to persons in evcry sphere of
lite, from the labourer to the governor, froin the peasant te
the general, is the study of the deeds of mien and the
%vorkS of peoples.

Often we may bc reading for days the history of nations
in general or of a people in partîcular, and during ail that
tiine meet with no ev'ent, no tact, ne deed, ne persoti that
would attract our attention in a very particular and striking
manner. WVe inîght pass over sonie of the more important
cvents or some of the most renowned of names witbout


