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1t may be obferved, I think, in common life, that perfons of tolciable
natural capacities, who have. never learned to write, have, in" general, ‘at
readier faculty of memory, than thofe who have been “long’ accuftored to' .
commit to paper whatthey wifh to preferve, The reafon ofthisI-take  to be of’
the fame kind with thatby which perfonsdeafand dumb, havea qﬁiékér obx'
fervation with their eyes, than thole who enjoy the fenfe of hedring;viz, bew:
caufe they exercife that faculty more than others do—are obliged to truft it’
more, and have récourfe to it'oftener. "Hence thén we may'dérive anothet
rule for the improvement ofthe memory. 1f we wifhto it bé faithful, we’
muft truft it—if we givesit-nothing to keep, it'will'of couilé become inca-
capable of kecpingany thing; but, by proper exercife; to émploy it with<
out fatigue, it may be improved to-a degree, of which.beforé duch. trial,
one could hardly form aconception... R I .
. To facilitate the remembrance of what'we read, ‘e regular method o fudy
isalfoindilpenfibly requilite; “The mind delights in order, and beft Yecol- -
letts formerideas by -the atlinity. they have to each other, and the regularitys
of the pofition in which they were firflt viewed. A mafls of ideas, without or-
der or dependence ori each other, itis not to be expetted. that any ‘common
memory will retain, In reading hiftory in particular, :we fhould: carefully>
carry along with ws the order of time and place.! It hath indeed paffed into {
& proyerb,; that' ¢ Geography and Chronology are the two.cyes of Hiftory."*:
Whoever would read hiltory with pleafure and: advantage, if he bé .not al«:
‘ready.a:complete mafter. of thofe preparatory ‘{ciences, ought therefore -to
have conftantly by him a {et of good maps and chronological tables.. “1f he:
readancienthiftory D’ Anvillésinaps are the . befi—for chronology, he may -
with advantage ufe Blair; Playfair, or Tallents. . - el
- Itisiproper to caution -the young ftudent alfo againft an error, which is:
common among duch as ar€ in too great hafte to be learned, and that isia ‘de-:
fire of gralping too much in the mind-at ance. He ought not to fet out with -
i refolution of ftudying every fubje€t at the fame time, nor of reading:too
many books. The man of many books is notthe moft learned man, but ta<»
ther he who hath with. the greateft accuracy ftudied the beft authors,” To
1hake:x man learned in any fcience, refle€tion is, if poflible, more necellary
thau even reading. ‘l'o read but a moderate portion at once, allowing :fuf- .
ficient time to retle®t uponit, and digell it, is.undoubtedly the way to.make .
the furclt improvement. Thol€ librorum helliones, who read every thing
and never allow themfielves time to refle@, {eldom underftand any one fub--
Je€t with accuracy ; but aftér they have devoured the works of'th‘c.' moft X0~
umingus writers, it may.be faid of them, as of Ph'arpah’g lc;xn kine when -
' }hcy._had caten up the refl; “that they ate ftill lean and 1ll-iavou‘rcd as be- :
oreg,”; . : » I L C Ll
- Neither ought the man of moderate partsto be tog-particular in charging |
his mcémory with the Minutia of: hiftory; fuch as namesand dates, which -
are of no great moment. . A judicious writer on this {ubjeét, (Mr. Knox, [
think, if my mnemory do not now deceive me) compares: a.good memory 1o 37
net, which lets.the imall fry pafs through it,.and onlyretainsthe large fithes, !
No common memory can retain every minute eitcumitancein 2 long hiftori.
cal narrative ; :we ought therefore to fix our attention.upon the great’and -
leading parts of it—to feize thofe with avidity,——and for the fake thereof,
to pafs by the others, regarding them only as embellifhments or connees
tivesy -t - . w0 © Expericnce
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