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iless o! t'iidhtotd, ttî,ck tiwiltwtia tf tîithe iioomtls
to play îtitlî. (iltmîc ide l i i t litti tirtu
tht-e otîgîstciilt ilame tîîf tno 1oisolkedtî'luîîs
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iiicGill Oollege is z110w entering upon iL% tif- ti
tlît sessmion. It lbas, durîug the ha fcentury 'T
yilîîeb baselaj»tl s itce ita fondatioti riEn itoaw
a jweito bot h fitîancially and educationally

wliidî 'nu4t have sîîrpastd the momat sanguine
drt'ains of 14 ut oumr, and iEt may to-day look
back witli pridip. r ,cn itSs oniewhat humble be. ry
giuiigiigs-îritle for the Ipo',itinit liastalrt'ady %

tt'ltjtveil, itril. for the' great future that fieR ha- 0

TIhe wrjLSr of tlîîiç article lays un e.aitri to or-v
igintaliEt iLsto lt matter. TeVitehLitory of thea
Collegr, 'ai.tï tifready- ii a soinewhist fragmîeutary t

fr.riîii in tii' shlîq of lîttures aid îmagaine arti- ý
ele.S, anîdflie preserit Es OUI *v an atteulpt ta pincei
tite wbole .4tor.v soriitwlat maore systt'iaticallyt

1 >fore the'puli.Ta the' unit'arm ikiindie8,s of t
D r. I >,Lw.Osud iilthe'obligiîîg eo-oîsiratioîl ofv

Miv utiier gentlemîenî iiitere.,ited in (lie Collbge,u
A&, owî' the greatvr part of wilat foltowif,

ahich inusaine ciaslbas been l lterally trali-
si-ribetl frontinatter alrcady 1 oublislîed.t

Thite lue of the' Cohlege it.self tead.'tlus natur-
a) ly ta rousjder first its founider and godf'ather

Jalîus McGî11 %vas born on the± Gtlh October,
1744, Eunt;hisgow. $cotland. Ife received bis
early trai lg and ettucation in that coun try, but
of tiieïe little is known. Ife arrived in Canada
before tIh(- Aiericani ret'oiution, and appears, in
te irst, to have ettgaged Ein tbe North-West

fur trade, then aie of the ieading branches of
ustsaini Canada. .Sibsequentlyylha settled

in Mttntreal, and, ini partnership with his bira-
ther, Andrew Mc<iUl, becante one of the leading
inerchants in the littie town of about nine thou.
saud inhabitants which tieu reîoresented aur
commercial inetropolis. Ilis settlement *la
Montreal. and his muarriage wîth a lady of
Frent'h parentage, the wEtlow of a Canadian
getleman, octiarrttila little befOro the beginning
of titis ceutury ; aud front that, tinie tilt bis
death in l)eccuiber, 1813, lie continued to be a
proiient citizen of Montreal, diligent and
prosperous iu bis business, frank and social in
bis habit,;, and distinguished for public spirit
and exertion for the' advaneentent of the city.
Ill$ name appears iu several commissions relat-il, to city miatters--for instance, tbat for te-
inoving the old waLs of Montreal. lie was
L.ieutenant-Coloinel anti subseo1uently Colonel of
,lie Montreal City Militia ;and in his old age,
ou the' breaking ont of the- Anerican war of
]S12, he bectime Brigitiier-(Generai, anti was
prc1 îared in that caipacite ta take the fielId in

detftence of bis country. lIfe representeol for
mauyv years the- West W'ard of Mlc)rtrealinii the
Provincial LiPtiïliatutre, and wças afterwards a
miPoXoer t,1 tIie Legislative aud £xecntive Coun-
cils.

Mtr. Mcl nltE e'crib.'d hlit' iscou temnpraries
as al uail of taIt and coumuuîutding figre-iin bis
youth a ver.v haîtdsttuîe man, htt lecomnig cor-
pillent iu bis alti tIge. Ilfe ias a prunminent
uibiler of the e soiation aif fur umagnafes

kilowit as the o', licaver Club.'' A reiuiscî'nce
of a gtomtltniaiu, tiien rtsidi'ut i NlMintrooaI, re-
joresonts X b i , wfîv i a very ol d manl, at oile of

t ht mneet inrgs si ugîtîg a voyageur'sanOXg witlî tc-
eturaIte car msu sottorotis voici', aud iinitating,
paddlt- in lhanol, the' action of Ille bow.mauti of a

1Northt 'tX in'' u TheXtling a rXapid. But
i,tbglt aking hi- fuît share iii thet'otitlait
jovial social lite tf that earlv lime. M r. MeOfill
%vts always esteed a tt'XnferaXe mant. Th'e re-
fntuXiran tnt'of another cou temXp 1orar 'r r% e u
tin i Xii 5 i itli giv 'i ta readîtîg a ndfl ftl of varteti
informaltionillid ît i s ertaîil thatlie cutvte~d
anuti o-ujovo'îlthic-otciety of Xhe. few mett of learii.
ing traiXn the muoîther coîutrytthein Euthte coluiiy.
JlT'et' are, iXttt't', ood reasoiîs to be'lieve that
ii cooufero'uces iwîtlt tht-sc gentleetn lbad it

imptoritant IiXXCXXCC Eei u-,ng"tii)gtheXiisubsé.
oluent dîsoal of at large part of bis fortuine in

ail n o ltt'atiot. I n titis coXî,o-ectio iEt intay ha
stittvd thâtat Mr. MGlare.sointion t t dispos4e of

Il i prajerty inii his way %va,,;not a liitsty death-
l'ti .moIriove, but ia.mate andtiedliberate (dcci-

sit. liv'.lîad taktla liveiv interest utntthe
tuitrstiten bt-fore the' Govertîmnetît for the

estalislinîielt of oniieîticttticial ,ivstelt iEXtthe
P'roviite of Q ut'bee, a amolud utettiotteol, ntany
ynoars bt-fort' liEs dthl, bEs intention ta gEv-e,
ditîringlis litetmîlo, a sîtîinai twenty thotaud
dolars in aid o11 a colloge, if these moastirea;
should lit-e arried otnt bv the' Goveruiment. Buit
matît' it'dlays ocetirretl.' Frot 1SO'2, wlier the

at io establishltheia " iard of lRoyali Instittition
ftor tite' Avaitwéi'iît o f Larîîî"WXSPase
XXil tlii tetinte of Mrm. Mti i leatlî, thiei ar.

ms5tlilt o(lsii il otthe part 01 the Icatîbrsof
uneît seetion lof the p1eîoleleta any systeîîî o! go.
veî'îî uit i aItlieitiotî, and tfhle atty of salue
of t the iembers of the Ctoîiueil, lîai preven'teti
the' appoitl mt o f the BIoaîrd, or dît- compu.
tîon of tlt' Iiheral gran t.4 -of lanîd anio îinîey for
etnI'attotal Iu»îrîîo)4s s wich liaiti-oit proiniscîl.

MNr. McliEhWLs ajipareît.ly wenry Of Litoýio de.
lîi', ami f fîrédtUt at iii îig~tlit e cntail' by

debef'Iore he lie iuld ralize lis initenItions'. Rei
hltialso thti sagAcîty (c fîîreseIo'tlîat a private

Pndawment might force the relnctant or tardy
hands of the mombers of tha Goverrnent ta ac-
tion. Accordingly, in his will, proîsared in
811,1 mare thau twa vuoa:sn befare lus deatb, lho

bequeatbed his propitty of Baruaide, and a sum
f ten thousaud patmnds iu maney, to found a
college in the contempiated Provincial Umiver-
îty, uîîder the management of tht' Board of
Royai Institutian ; but an condition that suînh
college aud university should lie established
within ton years af bis deceaite. Threc ieading
itizena of Mantreal, the lion. Jas. Richardson,

James Raid, Esq., and James Dunlop, EsqI., and
the îlot'. John Strachan. a!terwards Bishop of
Toran to, were appointed trustees under the
nul.

m1l8 ORlIINAL. XDEA.

The wise liberality of a good tuant Es fteý fat
mlore fruitfüi than lia could have anticipated.
Mir. lîcGill merely expressed a wish tu founti a

tollege in conuection it t a unîversity already
provridad for by the gPneroïity of th. British G o-

î'ernmiamît; but govermîmnents Eit those dayï wera
oa weak-kneed in the cause of truc progrea as;
LIîe3 stEil are. lThe gralîts to found a univor-
sitY auJ public schoolq were Xiot gEv-eu ;and,
in <efereuce fa the o.-aimts of' the omiXCa-
tholics tu contraI th- education of the countrv,
the- Euglisit sattiers iu t1v) Prnvince of Quebec
wer- deprived of the provisions for education

mnade loy the- iiberality of the Croîtn Eu othar
colonies. Imî the providence of God, Mir. Mce-
Giil's heqtîeit came imi tu avent some, at lt-ast, of
the ev-ils arisiXig fromt thEs faîlure. lu couse.
outence of bis veuf, a pressure was brouglit to
f*oar omn the Goverumeut, which resnlted En the
aîiîointmeut af tht- Boar-d of Royal Instituîtion
in 1818 ; and tliough, front the refimsal of tht-
French ta take part in if, Et wasi alinost entirelv
English it iEts composition, it pÉoceeded tu tlho
establishment of non-deuontinational sehools.
These schoals were never or y numerons--about
eighty being the maximum numuber ; but they
formed tlie begimîning of the present achool sys-
tem. The Rloyal Institution, beiug a Goveru-
muent Board, had, ou that accoui, too f ittie of
the paputar sympathy, espaciaily amoug the
settlers Eu the Eastern Townships a nd titi'
Local Legfisiature practically refused ta ackno-
ledge Et, and set up in apposition ta it the de-
nominational systens afIl 0Fabrique attiools" ini
the Frenchi parishes ; aud, finaliv, its functions
ware restricted to the McGill Colage atone, by'
tht' new educational act whic

t
s foilowed tisere-

bellion o! 1837.
lu so, far as the McGiil College was comncernte(],

the Royal Institution at once took action by
apvîg for a royal charter, which was granitai

in 18220, and px-eparad tu taka posLsession of titi'es ta te. This, howet-er, owiug ta titigation as
ta tht- will, s-as nat; surrendered ftu thieni tilt
1829. Tliey also domanded th- grants, of ltand
which hiaîtbot-n promised. and received fre-itl
assurances ; and, as an earnest ai their fultil-
nment, the Govetrnment ai thetitay wvas autltorized
toetract a building for McG'ill ('olfege, aXtot ta
defrax- the expenses eut ofithe" Jesuit's estates;.i
But tht liapes thus held out proved illusorN,
and tht' coliega buildings had ta lie beguXt 'ti

tht moue)- lait by Nir. McGEi, sud werc .11
feîîgth contpieted only by the iihrality vf ifn.t
other citizen of Montrta-li. Willianl Mottoon.

c tXt'r'TAtCEsLE.ADI ';G TO THti SEQUEST.

In the t'ear af Mr. MfcGill's daath, the ppn1-
tatiomi oi Moutreal was scarceli- 15,000 1; sud' of
these a x'ery amalt mitiorit)' were Engtish. Ont'.
third af the hauses wt're woodeXi huts, sud thie
axtaut of tae foreign trade uîay ho measurcd i î
the oint' shîps iront the sea, o! an aggragate of
1,5s9 tous, reported as entared in tIsa s 'r
I1i3. Tht' wbioie Euglisb poptulation of Losctr
Canada ivas very trittig. There was no .sclioot
systi'ni, ant itiere wt-re no sciiooîs with the'e--
t'î'itioti of ii' semtttaries of thte <.'urciî o! Rouît-
aao a fi'wprivafea atventurei'ichools. It st-etns
stra'tgetliat, itn stch a conditionî of.ttirs, tîse
it-s o!fsattiversity for Momîtreai sliauid bave.
ocetrred i tut a ita a reîtly tnîtgagt'iiEn btuti-

îlidS toin utnblic aflairs. Tîvo circtifnist.,ti-es
tiay - fit'ueXttitnedinutexplanuîtiots of this. Tlo

t'trst Es thtilong hlitigation ou thaelpant of Soute coi
the miore efflititetied of the EugtiotîO'ltnot
imi tiettaiff ithe establishmteut of' aun 'ri-
anti a SySteXu of si-bools. As early a. 1787 tIt'
Legtsiat.iv'e ('ouncil liadtrakzeîî action ton ti,
utatter, tîXtil butîl prepared a schemîte, î'iîiclî twu,,
atcordiug it, ritastitnotîy oftbe Abbé Ferlutînl,
in bis Life o! Bishop Du UIt-ssis, Il ,triigbt,1in
iLs cystite*' i)' the Bisltop anti SenxiXrsry of
Queblec. l it a remoustramîce writtett by Dit
I'lessis, inIi 180, the infant irait-ct w.îs r--
viv-ed. asd thet lirfor tho establishîtueit of t'ht'
ttotyal Insttitution tvas passed ; but thet' ni'w
scitere tvas for thet tne failed by the rt-fusil aI(i
the Roman Ctîthhie clergy to act Oit tht' B tari
no that, as anther learned priest, M. Lttgevin,
informa uis in bis "Cours de I'edagtgqie," àt wa,-s
tîithoîît resaIt, -thanka te the energetie î-i4i-
lance of tht Roman Cathoiic clargy." Mn.

lMcGil tv-as fantiliar with those movi-muelts, aolî
unO tiouit was equally disgusted îvitlî thte Ii-n

tgtcvigilanice" above reforred te, antd.tfte
cwrdysîîltission. of the iov-ernuentit n

giving4wy ta this opposition. lie knewv ait
tlint c) lilges and a achool systom tutati doute for

1liEs titutve caountry, sud that the abi-uce af such
a systemtn front, this Province woutd Einvoîlve seri-i
barbariism, laaditîg ta, pov-erty, discoutent, sit
perstition,1 irreligion, aant a possible tvar of
races4. lit ,,n far as tiiege terrible ovila have
bmititaverteti fraiLower Caniada, lho bl-.%cor-
tsiuiy coîîtribuited ta the' resuit more thait any
niait '1fi liEs Uniie.
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