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By T. W. PÀi<oN#3.
From this loved window and my Cardinal'. chair

1 wateh the worldsa face alterlng with the hours,
From frot and drifts and ice-bound brook. to fiowers,

And catch sprlng-.hadows on a landseepe bare.

n uth bleak Wmnter ch«Iled me te despair 1
Myrvg dl »d walk, m broken bowers,

Brougbt drem f death, frein my folded pewera;
Or worse, a life of penurv and care!

But Time hes taught me this:. if hope'. a cloud,
Changing ite colour tili it malt away,

Fear i. as fanciful. 0ur hearts are cowad
By their own conjurng : the riper day

Findg hope. ard fear. but battiementa of snow,
Winti-built, .un-ilt,-whlch one night'. rain laya low.

A SMOKE ROOM YARN.
IIY J. H. B. J.

In a previeus number of the CÂNADIAN ILLITS-
TRATED NEws has been recorded a yarn told in
the sînoke room of the S-n, one of the Allan
line of steamers, on a voyage acrose the Atlantic.
It was a Christmas Eve and we had nîany yarne,
and after the conîpletioîî of No. 1, the chairman
called for a volunteer as being worth two
pressed men for the next, and pending that use-
uiÛ individual declaring himseef, proceeded te,

charge hie pipe, and anatheinize " Lamps" (the
ship's boy) and ail his ancestor-if he ever had
any-from one generation to another, for neg-
iecting hie duty in not providing the needful
8tlpply of Eddy's patent safety matches, after
which edifying proceeding he eummoned the
ubiquitous steward and despatched him in
search of varions cunningly -devised and to be
carefully compounded beverages, threatening
instant annhiaion if that last squeeze of lemon
in his " toddy" was exceeded by eo much as one

daving by these vigorous efforts blown off the
superfinous steam, as he p ut it-he eettled
down te a careful scrutiny ol the countenancea
of hie audience, expresing hie determination, if
the volunteer did net quickly come te, the front,
te l)receed te that neyer failing reeort of an ah-
solute rnonarch-a conscription. Thie dire ne-
ceeity was luckily for many of us averted by the

ntroiti:ofa asenger who offered te read
a manuscrip n si possession whiph he ex-
p1ainedhle had corne upon anlonfet the papers of

a deeasd reatie, ad wichwae entitled
"Rough Sketches of a Life."

SCENE I.

Soîne wise man, an Eastern potentate, po8sibly
an Arabian Kîîight, on being inforxned that any
of hie acquaintances had corne te unmitigated
grief ie credited with the eaying-whe is she ?,
hie oinion being that a petticoat muet be at
the bttom of ail the evile that nmale fieeh je heir
te, in thie sublunary ephere. Whether this sweep.
ing denunciation of the fair sex ijjiitiliable or
net, this deponent eayeth net, but it certainiy
heldgood in the case we have new te do with.

WÏIllthe reader kindly in imagination trans-
port hiruseif to the villag of H- , in one of
the midland counties. T here at the moment we
are writing about he will eee a Young man
listlessly leaning against the door pest of the
village inn. He je tail, well-formed, hie drese a
cut between that of a gamekeeper and a gentle-
man, and yet there je a something indeecribable
about hirn, which unmietakeably stamp8 him as
beloîîging te the latter clase. Hie hat ca8t
careleesly aside dieplays a frank open counten-
aîace browned by exposure te the sun; a clear blue
e ye and a wealth ef dark brown hair, complete
t he picture ; hie nanîe Geoffrey Grey, hie occupa-
tion-nothiug-a moet difficuit thing te do
well. lie ie the oniy son of hie mother and ehe
was a widow. Hie father, who in hie lifetirne
hiad been the village dector, died when he wse
Young, leaviug a bare competeîîcy te hie widow.

Geoffrey hadl besîx educated (dragged up wouid
be the more appropriate description) at Chriet's
Hospital the se-~ed Bine Coat School, and
had returned te the maternai roof intending te
follow in the footeteps of hie father, and with
that object in view had registered himsecf as a
disciple of the villag Esculapjus when "who je
she ? 'as our orientfiriend wonld have said, ap
peared on the ecene. New it muet be under-
stoed that 1 have neither space nor time te make
thie a three volume novel. I mueàt leave te the
fertile imagination of indnlgelit readere the
generally speaking pleasant task cf following
our hero through the varjeus love scenes inci-
dentai to thie portion of hie hietory, as their in-
vidual tastes may direct ; for my present pur-

îîattitst of canes, and gaily huuuued the while a
refrain from the lateet regimental bauîd selection.
Exceedingly well eatiefied with the world sud
rnuch more than satisfied with himecf,

lu truth be lad a merry life
No care had ha, ne married strife.

No wonder duriug hie brief sojourn
He stole ail tha hearts
O0f the maids in thoi. impri.."

Such was serjeant McCallurn, Royal Herse
,Artillery, on recruiting servilée, and soon the
transfer was accomplishied cf the talismanie
shilling froni the pocket cf the sejeant te the
palm cf Geoffrey Grey, thus compieting the pur-
chase cf one nmcre fine epecirnen cf food for
powder, another seeker of the bubble reputation
et the cannen's mouth.

1 wonder is it a singular opinion that I held
in believing that we have each oe eof us a min-
istering augel watching' over ns influencing for
good, now speaking through tlhe conscience
trumpet tongued, new standing in the path with
upraieed hand warning us cf coning evil, re-
joicingiou triumpihs, eerrowing in our defeat,
alas! hew often the latter.

If thie je se, wheze was Geoffrey's botter 'tngel
in this heur cf sore trial ?

Our hero having been duiy warned, knew that
hie had te join a batch cf recruits for whcrn the
heur had cerne te joiii the depôt cf the regiment.
and et last the heur came. Time, tide and arecruiting serjeant neyer waited yet, at ail events
net fer a recruit.

Silently he dressed, gathered hie few traps in
a satchel and prepared te leave the home that
had sheltered hiru se long. One glance and
that a parting one round the littie reom hie
called hie own ; et this moment hie eye reeted on
the note he had written and addreased te hie
mother, and let us thank God for the houer cf
human nature that he wavered-he feit a threb-
bing et hie heurt and the unwented tears welled
unbidden in hie eye. In hie mind he pictured
her whe loved him se well, with a love se un-
changing, se uneelfieh, se deveted, now seunu-
conecicus cf the sword euspended over ber head,
the thread austaining which he was about te
sever, and an almeet uncontroilable impulse
came ever him, te rush in and confeas how hie
had done those thinge hee eught net te have doue,
and left undene thoee he ught te have done.

Ah! where was hie better angel then ? Thruet
aside, the voice cf love and duty emothered by
the demon cf pride. Pride opeued the deer and
poiîîted down the atair. That stair down which
in days g ne by hie had oft times ridden "pick a
back" a hiappy innocent child.

The very dlock ticked with a solemi anad re-
prcachful seund. The crickets on the hearth it
seerned te hirn had changed their tune and
chirruped with a mourniful note. The very etairs
creaked louder than their went as theugh deter-
mieed te preteet againet se vils a deed ; et iset
the deor was reached, the latch was raised and
the irrevocable step taken--once in the -openî air
hie seemed te breathe again.

The perfume front a theusand ftowers and
ebrube filled the rnerning air. The dew drops
glietened on the scarce opened fiowere, and just
thon, as thcugh te îuock hie misery, a lark rose
frcm lher dewy lair and inounting heavenward
csrolled hier morning greetin..g te th e rising sun.

These were but a tithe cf what hie alrncst un-
censcieusly noticed, but they were etamped upon
hie memory te be recalled and pondered oer in
after yeare with many a penitential tear.

Siieutiy hie trode aicng seïering an associa-
tion cf hie whole life et every step hie teck, and
then arose the picture cf that sad awakening cf
the mother whose grey haire he wae briuging in
serrow te the grave, and whose face hie mlght
neyer see again. Ah, friends, jn pity let ns turu
away, for snch a rief as this is eurely sacred,
draw close the bin de within that stricken bouse-
bold and seftly let the curtain fail ; fer us this
sceîîe je ended.

SCEN.E II.

We 1Psee over an intervai cf some years befere
recording the second scene in thiis sketch, we
fiîîd our hemo in an Engiieh garrison tewn te
which hee bad been consigned like a baie cf goods e
and follewing np this commercial view imagine
himi duly marked off, iunbered, ticketed and
put inte stock, in e word a thorengh seldier.i
And îaow it is het eut cf place toeandeavour te
give an idea cf what a garrisen tewn je like. 1

Slkwich je the place, and the bai-racks ne-i
turally dlaim the firet attention. They, resembie
elongated Brobdignagiau Manchester cetton fac-1
tories, with an arcb counecting the two, duly

wild best ini a cage, varyiîlg the i>rocess by an
occasional hait and a -"stanîd et case," during
which interval ini hie arducus labeurs he has
time te tip an eccasienal wink te any goed-iock-
ing nurse aifiictcd with rnilitary proclivities.
But here cornes the field officer cf the day fol-
lowed by his mouutod erderly. Hark te the
eentrie'e rattiing summons "Guard turu eut."

And now a waik dewn, past bospitals whcre
bMue ccated patients wile away the weary
heurs, paet long rewe cf stables where the ima-
ginative warhorse cen, if se disposed, crv hia,
ha, aud emeil the battie efar-past soldier's
quarters rajoicing in a perpetuai wasbiug
day and a piethora cf embryo artiikerymeu.
Past efficer's quarters where beardîcas warriers,
loliiîg on the steps, vote the service a baw and
then adjouru te mess; past -scidiers great and
soldiers email, soldiers red and blue ; soe on
duty, some on peasure bout. Let us follow eue of
the latter; of course be cannot pase "The Gun, "
it is a Siikwich institution aud occupies tbat ccign
cf vante ge, a corner. It is in short a Gin
Palace, ail gioricue withain sud witbont, rejeic-
ing in plate giss and stucce front ne lese thantree deers iabelled respectively wbolesale, boutle
and family departmeuts. God helpý the famiiy
who patronize thie department. "I e leavee al
hope behiîîd wbc enters here. "Such ought te bc
the mettoeneublazeued on its freut.

Let ne try the bettia departrnt where we
find reeplendent iu plate glass, mirxers in carved
sud gilded frames, sparkhiug zgilss ware, a cheer-
fui light and a hearty welconîe, se long as the
mcney sts. It je ever thus the devil baits hie
hcck.

libre is a subject worth, wlicu fouîîd, înaking s
note cf. See that bncolic yonth fresh frem the
plcugh tail, ncw everfiowiîîg with porter sud
pstriotxsm, bedecked in party ccleured ribbons
like the prize cattie he so iateiy attanded, hie
flushed face sudnsteady gait betokening a par-
severing "paseing cf the Rosy" à la Picc
Swiveller, sud a tee frequant application te the
flcwiug bowi as representcd in thie case by a
foaming quart pewter pot. Hear him with the
voice cf a Stentor giving hie ides je eong, mugi-
csily as he fondly imagines, cf the deiights cf
the "Gay life ef a young recruit." lie thinke
that tune lii ast for ever, sud that te him bas
been vcucbsafed the halcon day cf everlastiuîg
beer sud ekitties.

We leavo hua certain that hie eveîîiug's amuse-
mnît wilîîct bear bis mernieg's reflection sud
here we have anether mihitary opisede, a deserter
bandcuffad sud hetweeu hie armed- esccrt ho
bas a haug-dcg lhok sud well he may fel, well
be knewe bis fate for mauy a day te cerne.
Juet whist cur bucolic friend je tee likeiy te turu
eut after bis brief droam cf giory sud skittlee
bas departed sud the fumes cf doctored bear
ovaporated.

And new we weud our way np Saudy Hill the
via sacra cf Woelich ; hare we meet the hast
scene cf ail. Hark te the slow and measured
tread cf srmed mounecrtieg seme dead cern-
rade te that boumne from whicb ne traveller re-
turne. List te the eclemu boorneg cf the
rnuffied drum, sud the ebrihl notes of the wailing
fife biending with the leud reeeundiug trumpat,
ncw witb a fierco sud a defiaut toue sud anon
einking te a low sud plaintive wail. Sncb je theI"'Desd march in Sael" T he seldier's dirge, the
warrier's requiam,-wbo eau hear uîîmoved its
mouruful meledy, who gaze upon s scene like
thie untouched?

Siowly tbe nîcuruful certege meunts the bill
sud disappears from eight ; s00C three rattling
volleys fill tbe air sud ahlis over.

"The cocks abrili clarion or the echoieg bore"
"No more ahaîl wake hlm frein hi@ lowiy bed."

Go, carva this upen bis tomb in mmental
brase, spraad it abrcad, ya winged winde. En-
grave it on yonr beart cf hearts, ye kingesud
princes, that full surely:

The patb cf Giory leads but te the grava.

And bere je Silkwicb commen famed in rnany
s mirnie fight. liera frentie adjutants galleping
te sud fre, etorm sud swesr, expanding both
thair ewn sud their cbergar's bresth te vary littia
purpose. liera ycuthfnl I"sube " juet commis-
eioued from the adjacenît military acsdamy, ie
imaginiation flash their maidan sworde. liera
genarals IIguiltees8 cf their ceuutry'e blood "
air their dormant military ganuseand finally
bore the patient British Taxpayer can calmly
ceetemplate the preceasscf converting hie bard
cash into insuhetantial emoe.

Amidet sucb ecenee as these our haro pased
bis unaventful hifa until cne day the following
startlinîg appeal met hie aye in thet myeteriousq

with " its ivy mantied tower"P just o'e-rtolpp-ieg
the anciant cime et wbose basa " the rudo fore-
fathers cf the hamiet eleep."

The beys j uet trcopiug eut of echeel, turu-
ing te mirth alal thinge of eartb as oely childrcn
cen. liere, et hie foot, the babblieg stresrn
wouîîd its silvery wey aiong. The ford with its
tjme-woru stepping stoîîcs, aînd close et baud the
ciatteriug meuh. lire, the cricket field, sud
tliere, the old Town bridge. The vary psth ha
trod, the etiles ho clauîberad oer, seemed esch
sud aIl te greet him as au ohd familier friend,
sud stretching far sud wjdc sround bim the gie-
ricue landecape bill, sud dale, sud weoded
beight, whaile here snd thora steod eut in boid
relief egainet the leafy back grounîd, oeeof

"The stateiy homes cf Englaed,
How besutiful they stand-
Ainidat their taîl, ancestral cake
Thro' ail the pleasant land."

Who would flot love, sud if ho neede muet, wbo
wouid net fighit for sncb s native land ?

But, bark !wbst sound is thet swingiug upon
the breoze, breskiug upon bis rovery? It je the
tollingcf the passing bail tohiing cf eue more
traveilr, whîo bas reacbed bis jeurney'sencd,
wbere the wicked cease from. troubling sud the
weary are et reet.

A sad forobodieg cama upon him, ho hurried
on sud secu je at the gate ; unsecu sud unsu-
ncunced ho cîtters, climbe the familier stair sud
flude bimef je the drosd preseuce of death.
Tee lste-toc late-to reccive freai ber the for-

ges e bese mucb uaoded, sud which lie
keew eawsited him. Mottai hsd put on immor-
tality. Tcc lete, tee late ! what wcuid net ho
bave given then for

"'The touch cf a vaeished hsnd,
The sound cf a voice that la atillad.*"

Once more pull dcwu the blinde, sud eoftly lot
the curtain fall forover, this eceno aise je ended.

At thie stage eut chairmnî who, under the
soperific influtence cf the teddy aforernenticned,
wssejoying ferty wiuke, woke with a stsrt, and
finding the hatenees of the heur, adjoumned tho
rneetiun until next ovoning. Soon we werp aIl
snugly onsccuced in eut respective berthe, teck-
cd te sleop on the beeom cf the migbty decp.

86'IBNTIFW.
MR. JAMEs LAMeNT, the Arctic explorer,

yachtsman and sportsman, says that ho is perfectly sure
that the vibrations of a boat .triking againat an ice field
are cenve'e a distance cf two miles or more. When-
ever le his expeditions the bow cf bis boat came le con-
tact witb ice el'ery seal for miles raised its head and was
on the aleit.

TE mperiai Russisu Teclînicai Society bas
repertad favorably te the Government ce the introdiîc-
tien cf the decîmal system, which la eow everywhere
establiplhed ie Europe. except ie England and Russa.
The report asys that the Rossian people wiil easily faîl
into the change, as the Russian measorea do net vary
mnob fromn tha. French; it likewise au

t
vises that the me-

trical system bie taugbt in the achools, and that cheap
pamphlets hae published on the suhject.

At the Devonport Navy Yard in Eugiand, the
ether day. furthar experimentu were made with Lieut.
Mackaroire patent aafety collision mats, the ru-suIt being
entirely satisfactory. lieveral vessels, sfter having re-
ceived such damage as would otherwise have proved
fatal, have already been saved by meses cf the inven-
tion, together with tbouasof lives. The Imperial
Rustsian Navy, le whicb service the inventer holda a com-
mission as acting lieutenant, bau used this invention for
someA years past.

THE la.tgest armer plate evor umade was pro-
duced on March 15th, et the Cyclopa Works cf Mesars.
Crammeli & Co., le Sheffield, Englaed. The thickest
made previously wau fourteen inches, but the plate made
on the 15th was tweety-two Inchea thick. It i. oecf
several intended for twe war vassels now constructing for
the Italian Goverement. The plate, which weighs thirty-
five tons, wili be teated by a 100tonte gun. Each vessel
wili have two turret gens. The plate was very succeas-
fully rolled.

THE German General Staff bas published a re-
port on the trials made since 1871 with regard to the em-
pîcyment cf ballooes for military purposes. AIliattempts
te direct balloces have failad. It is boped that ins
for mcueting and desceding without throwing eut
ballast or letting eut gas, and for renewing during the
voyage hy chamical means the provision cf gas, will
sbortly be discovered. Balloons should net be toc large,
sud the ccvering shonld heasa dense and et the saine
lime au light as possible. The experimente for discov-
ering the means te direct balloons are beleg ccntinued.The questions cf the moat suitable proportion hetweee
the diamater of the screw and the height cf the balloon,
of the be.t shape te be given te the wingu, and cf the
number cf the wiegs, are alec heing studied.

THE use cf the phlîeetic alphabet wae ably
discus&sed hefore the Polytechelo Society at Cooper Ie-
stituta on Thursday evenieg laut by Mr. Leland, S. P.
Andrews, and Prof. Boyeten cf Syracuse.

A Mr. Andrews etates that a few years ago tbe
Japanese Minister et Washington teld hlm bis nation
steod in nead cf a eew language. It wes desirable that
Engish literature should be introdnced amcng them.
But the Jap)anese tongrue wax net suffiil omrh
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