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The question of the purity of drugs is of
such vital importance to the pharmacist that
he canne  afford to longer yinoe 1t The
time has passed when nferior qualty of
goods can be handicd with impunuy,  Each
year marks the curtalment of profits hereto-
fore derived from *“general merchandise,”
and the pharmacist of necessity must look
for other means to replemsh s depleted
exchequer. ‘The tune pownts to scaence as
that means, and we arcurged by the thinkers
of ourcalling to become more professional, to
prepare ourselves to take advantage of the
opportunity that will offer itself.  The phar.
macist must be the foture chemist of s
community. Not alone must he handle
only pure drugs and prove thar punty by
examination, but he wilt also be required
to examine foods for adulteration, and to
be the expert in cases of crimmal and
accidental  poisonmg. 1t behooves  the
pharmacist to prepare for this work.  We
cannot hope for this change 1o take place
hurriedly. Al sueb changes are gradual,
and there are many who will never change.
We have instances of “ye olden-time phar-
macist ” with us now, and it1s not possible
for it to be otherwise in the future.  But the
incevitable comes, and the pharmacy of fifty
sears hence will be as different from that of
to-day as our present pharmacist difier from
those of twenty-five yeurs ago. [t is with
this idea in view that it was thought well to
bring to notice, through this medivm, many
of thosc simpler methods of testing drugs
within 1each of cvery druggist, hoping
thereby to interest <ome in & work wluch,
should they engage in, will be amply repaid
in pleasure alone for the time expended.
In these notes we claim no originality, but
simply strive to select those metheods adapt-
cd for use in the retail store. This wil
necessitate giving methods that are not
always the most accurate, but in no case
will faulty methods be given without atten -
tion being called to the fact.

[tis the general idea among pharmacists
that to test drugs, complicated apparatus is
necessary and a great amount of time must
be occupicd. I the trial is onee made it is
surprising how much can be accomplished
with the apparatus that is found in cvery
drug store. The time s not more than what
cevery pharmacist can spaie if he desires.
One-half hour a day would be sufficient if
industriously spent. 10 accomplish a great
deal of work.

NECESSARY REAGENTS.

Each pharmacist can preparc his own
reagents, following the pharmacopaeial direc-
tions for *Test Solutions” ‘The majority
of articles necessary for this are found in
every druy store, and those few that arc not
can be purchased from the wholesaler.

With the addition of the following apparatus,
all is at hand that is necessary for work.

One three-ring iroa filter stand 3 onc test
tube stand ; one test tube brush ; two fun-
nels ; two glass flasks  one picce blue glass ;
one round file ; two stirring rods ; two watch
glasses 3 one porcelain evaporating dish,
one triangular file ; one scissors , one picce
platinnm foil; one picece copper foil ; one
hydrogen sulphide apparatus; one alcohol
lamp : mineteen test tubes ; one washbottle
(Spritz flask) ; two beaker glasses ; one
crucible tongs ; one dlowpipe ; one piece
platinwn wire; one piece pure zinc,

The total cost of this apparatus is not more
than five dollars, In fact, most or the arti-
cles mentioned are in every drug store, and
with test tubes and the pharmacopwial test
solutions the greater number of tests of the
pharmacopwia can be made. 1t 1s con-
venicnt to have these test solutions kept in
two-ounce glass-stoppered  bottles placed,
preferably on small shelves, in some con-
venient place where they can be gotten at
handily. Near the prescription-case 1s best,
for if the reagents are handy they will be used
more fr(.qucntl) —Meyers Bros. Druggist.

Fravias Pu\R\ncruuc.u ASSOCLA-
TION.~The second General Congress of the
ftahan Pharmaceutical Association has just
been held in Rome.  The members, up-
wards of 3000 in number, wete largely
represented, many of the leading phaima-
cists from Turin to Palerme assisted at the
proceedings,  Besides discussions on the
new edition of the * Pharmacopaia Italica,”
ob the status of the profession, and on its
claims to recognition bv the Government,
the programme includes the special con-
sideration of the higher culture of the phar-
macists, for which object the universities
wete memorialised to grant greater facilities ;
while, for the possessors of academic quali-
fications, it was arranged that the Ministry
of Health should be approached with a view
to their being made cligible for appointments
in the departments of State medicine,
especially as  directors of laboratories of
chemistry inits application 1o public hygicne.
—British and Colonial Druggist.

ACTION OF CHLORAL ON Glass, — A
wtiter in Pharm. Central calls attentiun to
the pecaliar cffect of some chloral hydrate
that he had preserved in a blue glass bottle.
In course of time, the blue color of the bot-
tle faded, and finally, disappeared altogether,

while the crystals of chloral ncarest the
glass became colored o deep blue.  An
analyss ot these blue crystals disclosed \hc
fact that they comtained traces of nickle’
that clement, as is known, entering into
glass a coloring agent.

it would be interesting to know if other
glass white or colored, is liable to such de-
compositions in the presence of chloral, and
we would ask our readers to let us know of
any expericnce they may have had in this
line.

BEST METAL POLISH IN THE WORLD

SNOILV.LINT 3o JUvMdId

Guick Working.  Shine Long Lustinyg.
Nicely Made Up, and Cheap.

AN Canadinn orders dellvered in Montreal freo
of treight charges and duty, Solo Agent—

ADOLF GOHRING & CO.
202 William Street, New York.

DORENWEND’S

GULDEN HAIR WASH.

The fincst article in tho mar

kot for producing u heautitul

GOLDEN SHABE.

Every Druggist should have it on hiy shelves.

It can be safely recommended to customers as
{:n\xt-xtxlﬂownnd offective 1n 3,6 and 8 oz, uttractivoe
ottles.

A. DORENWEND, Sole Mfr.

Paris Hair Works, Toronto, Caun.

Fast Sellers
ALASKA CREAM

For Chapped Hands, Face, Lips, etc. In
Summer for Tan, Freckles, Sunburn.

DR. OAKWOOD’S

Syrup of Tar £ Tulu

~~FOR——
Coughs, Colds, lloarseness, Asthma, Bron-
chitis, Croup, Whooping Cough, etc.

RETAIL AT 25 CENTS.

STUART W. JOHNSTON
TORONTO.

FoR PROPRIETARY MEOICINES
®PB inspimes e &
THE-CLOUGH
Qemmw&msm(o.

COLL NARUIACTUMAY
132 NASSAU STREET,
NEW !5RK.




