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LIplihls vhy.. They bal robbed God-
nth'ey had neglcctcd bis bouse and pollutea
,lis offorings. H1e assures themn of return-
jng providentitil favours-only in conac-
dton witb their returra to God. "31teturn
(unto me, and I vwill rcturn u-nto yoti...
,And 1 will rebuke the devotîrer for your
.sakes,and.hie shal! not destroy the fruits of
your.giîourid; neither shal .your vine cast
ber fruit beforu, lier time in tl1e field, saitb
the bord of hos'ts. And all nations bhaýi
call you blessed . for ye sball be a deligbt-
So;4e land, saîth Uic Lord of hoste'

-Keep Religioni in its -own Place,

"-You are always talking about religion
*wben I meet you; qpeak abQut somcthung
else, can't yon, and keep religion ini its own
place." So repýied a young woman to one
of ber companio, one day, wbo, with a
boait ovei-flowing with love to jesus, was
in the habit of speakincr about Hlim to

-Yes," Aie answered, "keep relizion in
its own place; but wbat la its ýown-p1ace?
The place where God puts it surcly,
.and thfit is the first, place; for the Bijble
says, 1 Seek. ye firbt the .kinirdom, of God
and his righittousness:' therefore religio"n las
not to 'De put la the second place, or third
place, but in the first place, and that, is its
own place. Buit as wve bave entered on
thissubjcct, .vhat place docs rehigiuîs hold
iwith voit e'

"lWell, that is a matter whiicb doca net
concern vou, and 1 do not intend to niake

"Nor do 1 dcie toba so. The blieverî
confesses unto God; but whule ho does so,
Le ' bas also to confess .lesus before mcen;
fur Jesus saith, -'Whosocver shaîl ro7ýfess
me before menj. îin wvill 1 confess also ho.
fore my Father 'which is in lieaven,'"
(2datt. x 82.)

"A1y, but that. mens to be a church
1ne1n1bor, to observe the Sabbath day, and
1to lead a good, sober hile, and tbuq te 'Jlet
Our light shine before men,, " (Matt. V.

"You may apparently do ali ehat, and
-ýQt be only a Pharisee, and hava no true

-1igion. The candie nit be liglted be-
1 ore it can oitine; the braneli must bo in

the vine ore it cau bear fruit. 'Phre
words are iiceded to inake up the true
Christian--Possession, Profession, ana

jConfes3sion. He must first have Christ
M.viii. q;) socond, ive Christ, 'Phi].

i. 21; and, third, confcss Christ (Rme
x. 9.) This confession is vvith the mouth;
for thus says the Word:-' If thon shait
confess with thy mouth the Lord Jusus,
îrnd believe in thino huart that Gul raised
Hien from the dead, thon shait be saved3
So, you se@, friand, when I spoke to you
about the love of Jesus, and askced you
what place bis religion hcld in your henrt,
Io<nly asJked youi to do what the Bible
says evcry Christia~n bas to, do, or ouglit
to (Io, confess Jsue zwitk the rnoitil before
fen.1

IlWell, but one nccd not lalways be
speaking about it!Y

"lNo, truc; vet it is ever uppermost' in
the 1elievers mmnd-' the first thing,'

th rtrpg4' ' the or - tbing neecdftl;'
and out of the abundance of thei heart-ýthe

Im6uth spcaketb; or, as our national
proverb bas it, ' near the hieart, near the
lnoutb2"'

,Yes; but evcry one cannot speak, and
we are flot hediîd f.n our inucti speaking"
(Matt. vi. 7.)

"6That is in praver to Crod, not ini con-
versation with your neigbbour. But the
Word a-s, I Thon they that fearcd the
Lord spake often one to another, and tbe

i Toi.d hearkened, aý- heard,* (Mal. iii. 10.)
ISo, you sec, that truc Cliriitians do spieal
often to one ànother; and it cannot iuean
about frivoloue, foolish1, or worldly thingYS,
but about hcavcaly things; for such only
(ta approviîigly enigag(,e the notice of oîîr
b1*-s9ed Lord in~ heaven, wvho says of the
speaker-, 'They shail be mine in the day
I mnake up my j-jwels; aind, for 8'every idle
word thaxt mea sh-ai speak, they shali give
accouut thereof in the blty of judgmrent,'
(Miitt. ..ii. 30.) But là lis ratura to the
question I first put to voi1, 'Pl religion
mndeed M4efirst th ing iviit yoit P "

Il No, indecd; 1l inust confess it la not.
1 bave oftenl thoughr. about it, intenil yet
to. be yeligiouis, and ini trutli wish to be
80.11

-I112.t is a g')od wish-; yet God is more

2Sý


