450

their attention and attract their Iov'a’to the
riches of divine grace, that He may save
them from all iniquity by making them
partakers of the Divine holiness; He has re
odived the Spirit without measure, that is, all
potent and all sufficient spiritual influences
and energy, and so has gifts of grace to

bestow on men—even the rebellious

We do not therefore, when we take a
proper view of the matter, ignore .the
agency and operation of the Holy Spirit,
when wo say that Christ is all. Nordo we
offend Christ when we acknowledge and
feel our indispensable need of that Spirit
to solemnize, awakon, and - quicken our

. wouls, to convince us of sin, apd convert

usto God, Nay, these ate the Saviour's

own words, “ Except & man be born of
water and of the Spirlt, he ecannot enter

into the Kingdom of God” How
muach’ He thought of the necessity,
aud the Dlessedness of the Spirit's aid to
10an, you may gather from His last conver-
sation with His disciples, John xiv. xv, xvi,

Turn now to the examination of the
text. The Holy Spitit, in the place as-
signed to Him in the covenant, is deseribed,

1. As the Holy Spirit of promise,

R. As sealing Delievers,

8. As being to them the Earnest of the

(-]
Purehased posession,

We may profitably notice at the outset,
that there is a speciality in the designation
of the character and work of the -Spirit
here, proper to the position assigned Him
in the plan of redemption, and to the cou-
dition of the people whom the Apostle
Was addressing, who were not now far off
from God, but had been brought nigh,
who were not about to learn, buthad learn-

" ed of Christ,

.

. Tu speaking of the Holy&pﬁit inother
crcuingtances, and regarding His

a%en:{
¥ 8 more general aspect, Christ had dwelt

with solemn earnesthiess: upon the necessity
of regeneragion in the case of every human
being. Referring to the good Bplrity’

|
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‘bracing His whole work ro1
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ruined, fec“‘”’;‘,,

LI} g
Christ had said to His dieciples, e’
He the Spirit of truth has wn;e,' ht.ooﬂ’
convince the world of sin, ¢ r;s,;”
ness, and of judgment.” An(? .": ot
customed to think that thc? Spiri ” ol
all, if wot most imperatn"e]y ?eful o
startle the secure and sleeping slr; "
to dispel spiritual ‘ignorance,l ki
sackers to Christ for pwrc}on ADC ot
In this we think correctly.

‘e ho wﬁ'
speaking of the Spirit to those W

acting upon guilty,
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i,
Jed by Him, to those who were tsusmf ,
Jesus, you can easily understﬁﬂWhic K
the Apostle could emp](.)y tennst | op fib
cluding the first 0perauonsh0 b e
went at the same time muc beginuing
7O ugl
end, such terms would be more agzom {
in the circumstances of the Pr (orm® ?
dressed, and also the only PI'OI’ethe Sp“i”
description in astatemet;t Wh:mwho s
a8
operation was spoken O gl
aspeoocupying a place in apre ;"”;ﬂ; Jere
perfect plan. ‘Well, thisiet ;@Spifi' "
Each of the terms applied t0 ‘awm ;1:
of the most comprehensive natht” o
cannot seal us,

He cannot be ‘b‘; figh M‘
of a holy possession,-—tm we are S20y 1

Chist

od, renowed, and united ttznsive o ,:
these terms are 8130 so. ex e s -
clude all the Spirit's aid to mnced ()od
solation,wmnctiﬁcation,»-aﬂbluem'en' .
jove,~~and the foretaste of he 2
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1. « Holy Spirit?? 88 he 10T Lyt
God. Himself,—-—-from everhmtm% s qu,gy.
ing, The Being of uncreated, & His P,;r‘
g}loly.’ as engaged in d"";g " m‘wd
in maintaining the claims Of;lzl ;’ ¥ ;;
ness, and vipdicating the ; mym .
working in the redemption ﬁ‘zwnce' t efro o
from which, under His “13——-" ashed 00
to be brought a holy peotﬁ b aritan®?
sin, and made meet for the
the saints in light.



