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practical importance that. these questions be accurately answered.
These answers, ive think, shouïd be determined, should be arrive(d
at, partly -by theoretical consicleration, partly by the study of the
pathological anatomy present (as. revealed at the operating table
or at the autopsy roorn) in kcnc joints whose pateila have <been
fractured, and, largely and mainly, by the clinical observationi
and clinical comparison, from. the anatcninical -ind funetional
stàndpoints of the reDuits obtained, by the employment of the
varjous methods of treatmen-t advocated and practised.

Ainong the questions calling for a definite answ er are the
folkowing:-

1. 'Is the patella essential to the functional integrity of the
knee-joint?

2. Are permanent dispiacements of the patella, in wrhole or
in part, congenital or acquired, deformities significantly impair-
ing the functions of theku-jit

3. Are there other trauxuatie lesions, simulating £romu the
symptomatie standpoint, by the functional disturbances ivhich
they entail, fractures of the patella? *What are these conditions?
llow are they best treated?

4. Which is 1he treatment of choice for fracture of die
patefla?

5. Is op:eration, at times, contraindieat 'ed? If so, wlien?7
6. If operation is not always indica-ted, when is it indi-

çated 7
7. I{ow should -the treatment of old fractures differ f£rom

that of recent fractures, or is the sanie treatmenb -applicable to
both? Ifufot, whynot?

8. -Which -of thle principal various open operative proced-
ures that are 110W lu vogue for the treatment of fractures of the
patella, is the xnost universally applicable, the most satisfactory
ýfroîn the standpoint. of early and of late 'resuits - transverse or
longitudinal osseous suturingér, looping of the patella (cerclage
Berger,) bm-ecae(Quenu,) or suturing of the peri and
para-patellar fibrous tissues (suture des ailerons, Vallas, retin-;
aculoe pcAtelle, B.N.A.) (reser-ve exteý.nsor apparatus, Michuliez)?1

Questions of operative technique, concerhing equally all the
élifferent open operative niethods, for fractures -of -the patella,


