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knokxgeof the gross pathology of the condition. Virchow'q
wOlYk is rpei:yimportant, because it iILclude& a ecàrc:.f tl

.ty, both mieýroscoptý and chernic> of the changes in pareu1-
chymatons myocarditis. This -%as the beginning of au era of
mnore dehinite auJ .,ccurate work, %vhich bas since bemcnu-
tinued and ehIaxr.t(,A bv a Jiost of in% estigrators in âïl pit: of
the w'orld. Thius, tirim the pathological. side, iiiae rf hj
ixiyoeard(i-uia- have ]1)( very carefufly -%vorked out, -with a co-m-
pleteness of classification, a definiteness of description, and an
apprecia{ion of importance, which stands in marked contrast
to the dearth of information that has been obtained froni the
cdinical. side. The pathologists have shown Uhe etiological rela-
tionship of many other conditions to myocardial disease, but
the clinician bas too seldom borne this relatont3hip in mmid. In
lact in probably no other important class of ditseases is there
-such a disparity hetween the wvell established facts of the pa-
thologist and the practical. application~ of this know,ýledgte 'bv :he
clinician,-whether it be in the management of these disease-s or
in teaching stuidents their frequeney, importance and mean-- of
recognition.

This is not; duc to failuire, f:rom the academie standpoint
to, appreciate the essential importanca- of the cardiac muscle
and the serious phenomena -which must ensue when this tissue
bce.oines xveakened by disease. 35-\o one will deny that it is aun
thse cardiac muscle that the function of the orgran depend-: -
that the valves and orifices act offly in a mechanical and isr-b-
siffiary wvay iii directing the ciurrent v;hich has its oriqin in the
niffcili-r contraction. Valvuilar lesions at most interfere witx
flc iitribution of energy; myocardial disease interferes with
its orîc7i*n.

('onsidering the-refore flic relative importance of the zi-
sucs i-nvolved, it seems remarkzable that in Allbutt's excellent
Systei- of Ifedicine four times as mnuch space ils devoted to
poriearJial lesions and nearly eight tirnes as iniuchi t0 encloc-ir-
dial Is to niyocar-dial, ansd this is only a fair example of wliat
niay !rnerally be folind in text bookcs of Medicine and specil
tre",tes on iTeart Diiseases.


