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nients with both contempt and di8gnst. They constîtute the grosscst
possiblc distortion of the etiology and pathology of disease.

OSrEOPATHI1C CASE REPORTS.

1 have examiine(] many of the case reports of osteopathie practi-
tioners wîith the object of deterinining the merits of their claims and
the range of applivabiiity of the system.

Take this vase froni "P'ractice o! Oateopathy," by Charles Ilazmzad,
page 77: "Male, ageti 4:3, 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th dorsal vertebrae pos-
terior, especially the 3rd. The cervical muscles were badly contracted,
due tc> the atlas being dispiaceti to the right." Relief in this case %vas
secureti -by p)ressing the dorsal vertebrae forward, throwîng the upper
ribas and clavicles forwardi." To begin with, the hones of the spinal
coluinn cannot be mioved at pleasure. In the next place, the atlas would
flot be displaved to the right. Such things do not happent, cxcept as
the. resit of accident, whichi reveals the conditions in somne other way
than asthma. Finally, asthmna le a disease with many peculiarities ln
its clinical history. It may corne on suddenly and suddenly abate.

A case o! pleurisy is reported on page 111 thns: "The case was
developeti by the irritation o! the eighth and nînth left riua, which were
luxateti by continued bendlng over at his work. Correction of the lesioni
cured the case." It may be sald deflnitely that stooping at his work,
that of dentistry in this case, diti fot luxate or displace bis rîba. Snch
a view is untenable. Then any irregtularity lu the shape of ones ribs
do flot cause pleurisy. Sncb a view o! etlology la pure nonsense. If
one meets with an injury andi fractures bis ribs he may have a pleurisy.
In the last place, pleurisy usuadly tends Wo recover, so it would be quite
erroneous to speak of inanipulating the riba as havlng cmured the case.

On page 162 this case la reported: "Constipation and piles o! many
years' standing, causeti by a bent coccyx. Four treatments gave great
relief.» It inay b. noteti bere that constipation and piles are not causeti
by a bent coccyx; andi that a surgical operation is the only way by which
a bout coccyx eau bo stralghtened. Then, anyway, an attack o! con-
stipation andi piles is often a matter o! short duration.

On page 167 a case of appendicitis la thus recordeti: "Leelona; 2nd
lumbar lateral, with heat andi pain about it; -Ylth rigbt nib luxateti.
Treatment relieveti at once, and the patient was cureti in two weeks."1
Now the so-called lesions inentioneti hat nothing to do wlth the appen-
dicitis; andi to say that they had is to diseredit one's intelligence. More-
over, it la common enough for an attack o! appendicitis to recover in
two weeks.

On page 330 there is the nmention of the following case: "Total


