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either are themselves rich, or are thrown amongst
TH E CANADA LANCET. those who have money, and live luxuriously. The

A Monthly Journal of Modical and Surg ial Scienco -irmy, and du /ife, ai e mnost dangerous schools for

Issued Promptly on ths Pirst of oach DMonth. any onc with a hercditary disposition to dipso-
fmama, for liquor is the mainstay of idle men.

r*- conunialent(onn ,olit.e o oit nu rlfrnrn an ;r- Thc nunber of idlers alvays present at clubs
rWtaile iJsects, ant ason leporta of Cesses ocer•rrliiçi ina
praetcee. Att'ertine.nae,,lanerte<t on Ihe inost liiUt'ir speakS for itself."
terîs. All Letteri, rnd Jommnentrslonat obc ,selstrennel
t n .Ali er cq aus rne,.i," roron,. The ivriter then draws comparison between the

A rs.- o q., ni.-treil; J & A Ii(cNILA, St.. Jolm.
N.BI. ;Gx4) STitF..i,-r & c., 30 CorrntffiI, Lonnd,:,, EYng. ;M. Il. NIAIl.
LI.#I, 10 It-e (le 1«, Or-mie itatelîec, itrim.

TORONTO, AUGUST I, 1879.

MEDICAL ANI) LEGAIL ASPECTS OF
DI PSOMANIA.

tendency to drink in the army and navy, and
asserts that in the former, dipsomania is met with
far more frequently than in the latter ; and he
assigns as the reason of this difference, indulgence
in the army in champagne, whilst in the navy, wine

i drinking is less common ; but lie gives to the navy
1 r r cr dlit fol d k- nl s whlich he. reý ardsc

The Pae/ioner for June, gives an able article as quite distinct from dipsonania. 'hie following
on the above subject, by J. Kingston Barton, statement might be regarded as almost an unques-
F.R.C.S., which, did our space permit, we should tionable moral axiom, and perhaps its actuality is
much desire to place before our readers, in extenso. but too certainly iliustrated in our own profession :
We must, however, confine ourselves to a few Illeness is the niost important cause for induc-
important abstracts which appear to us worthy of ing drinking habits, and coiis(luently that is why
the prudent consideration, alike of the medical menmbers of the upper classes are frequently the
profession, and of our legislative and administrative subjects of dipsomania."
authorities. Tlhat idleness is the dire misfortune of a multi.

On the E/fo/ogy of Dipsomania, the writer lays tude of Our young country, and too many city
down the following dehinitive premises practitioners, is a fact painfully above controvers,

" 1-ereditary taint is, no doubt, the most impor- and we cannot im:.gine any position in life more
tant element. There are, however, two important pîtiable than that of a newly fl&gcd physician,
kinds of hereditarv' taint whose rcaln of literary or professional culure bas

ist. That dipsomania is a neurosis, and only a been circuniscribcd by the bare attairrnent of se
variety of insanity, other menmbers of the same 1 much proficiency as nay have enabled him to
famiily being cither insane, ep)ilep)t-c, eccentric, or screw hiniself througli a final touch-and-go pass
hysterical ; or sorte of the p)arenits or grandparcnts i exarnination. Sucb a mental starv'eling lias no
being afflicted ii one or other of the abo-e resources ivitli iounself, or. whic lie ny fal for
neurotic afictions. intellectua sustentation, in fis clietles probation,

2nd. That dipsomania as a neurosis, only arises and eaven knows, i s sairro tnin, in soie semi-
frorn an acquired habit of the parent, tlat is to barbarous hemeet, or near some crossroad tavero,
say, a man drinks bard eitber because lie is fond are bu too little clculated to Inspire him îth
of luxurlous living, or froin ere habit vit its professional ambition, or to elevate lis conceptions
associates, and the resuît of rts drinking is that of self respect. Whiat wonder then, that in too
ehis cildren have a strong tendency to become f oany instances, lie is to ie found seekini ref oe

dipsomaniacs." fros, ins mental nisery, or rchas i s fiscal se-
" Injuries to the ead occasionally produce pl xities, in he bar-room, on the racecourse, or,

periodic dipso haania. It is often extrearey difbucul worst and last of aIl, at ted gambling table.
of sy whi is the real cause, as thbey re-act so Dr. p arton designates one of te forms of dip-
much on one another. But one thing is evident, somania as theperiot-. In this forn, the victioo
dipsomania is rare arongst the lower classes ; it is inay put over four, or even eigh monts, in total
a disease found almost entirely amongst the upper abstinence from alcoholic liquor, " but the first
classes. taste of liquor after that abstinence would bring on

" Those who most often become dipsomaniacs, an attack."

)r.
i-

,a
t.1 t,
ent

Cd,

i be
ed.
)y a

iere
Bi-

R.-

andî,ter

iti.il,
ru in-

inito
oom,
ts, or
nary

Lir Off
t.

ed by
Wetl-
rtality
is sus-
war in


