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lieve anything that they are told if ofily hey are told it often
enough.' -And if the statement is couched in semi-scientific
or mysterious phraseology they seize upon it with all the
greater avidity. Otherwise, how would bonesetters, vendors
of patent medicines, and other quacks; qualified and unquali-
fied, flourish like a green, bay tree in a sunny corner of an
arboretum?

But is the outlook in advanced tuberculous disease neces-
sarily so hopeless in the absence of active surgical treatment?
To ans ver this important question I will instance an imagin-
er'y case of-a young man who, a year or so previously, hurt
his back in a fall at a gymnasium., He has now pectoral
neuralgias, and dull pains between his shoulder-blades and iài
his back, which have probably been ascribed to " rheuma-
tisrm." ,Eventually the discovery is made that the third and
fourth dorsal spinous processes are unduly prominent, and
it is: evident that the bodies of those vertebræ have under-
gone tuberculous disintegration. The disease is close behind

the arch of the aorta, and the surgeon is unable to get at it.

He cannot scrape it, and he cannot even irrigate it with

germicidal lotions.« I believe that there are some surgeons

who would attack it if they could : rien n'est sacrépour un

sapeur ;'but fortunately one cannoi possibly get at it. What,

then, is to be the future of this patient ? Is he going to die

the death, as the guinea-pig would, in the laboratory ? Most

certainly not. Everyone here has acquaintance with such an'

individual, or if he does- not know him personally he has

seen him in the street. He is rather a short man with'pecu-
liarly high, square shoulders, and with a boss between them.

And not only has he long since outgrown his tuberculous dis-

ease without any operative -assistance whatever, but could we

see him in his own home, we might not improbably find him

-and -I say it with some regret-surronded by a numbèr ôf

àpparently healthy sons and daughters.

Such-a case is one of great'clinical importance ; itshows

that a man with an úndoubted tuberculoùs lesion of thé first

magnitude can 'completely 'recover without having undeigone

hÿ operativeI procedure. At ihe en&df the i9th' éentury' i't

i9someiwhat unùstial*for any patient' with any surgica'l'affèc -


