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which have resulted froi this " new treat-
ment " during this last quarter of a century !

Man is not always. inclined to accept
his blessings. It may at first sight seein
a strange thing .that results like these
should not have been hailed with universal
acclamation. An account of the objections
to the New Surgery, the refutations of its
principles, the *wnild-be demuolitions of its
claim to a scientific basis w(ould make an
interesting chapter in the history of medical
science.

Scepticisn has donc mnuch to purify and
strengthen Faith. Opposition and ridicule
rnay have donc more to establish Listerisin
tbai any amount of praise frin followors
whose zeal was often - greater than their
discretion. Hostile critics, by pointing out
weak spots have been belpers to One vh
"kept ears and eyes for the time and a
heart for the enet," who welcomed the
truth froin whatever source it came, and who
has never hesitaitcd to .a banulon iiethods
elaborated w'ith iinîîite toil and patienue by
himself. when better procedures could show
credentials for their adoption.

A favorite cry of certain 'rities is that
Listerisn is continually cbanging its base.
This is simply not true. Listerism has never
changed its base. The solid grôund and the
?ai8on(I'etre of Listerism is the Gern Theory.
It is by the validity of this theory that
Lister's must stand or fall. In a fanous
debate on antiseptic surgery in London, Mr.
Timothy Holmes is reported as having said
he saw no proofs of the GernriTheory. This
was in 1879; he would hardly say. so now.

Will any man, who lias followed the new
science cf Bacteriology, deny that this
" Theory " is one of the best established laws
of nature, no longer a speculation but an
ascertained truth, and a key which lias
unlocked many of the mysteries of life,
growth and decay. No mian can doe so except
ho take a a metaphysical standpoint and ask
what is knowledlge.

I t is wîth physics 1ather than metaphysics
that we have to deal and the facts whicli go
to demonstrate the Gerni Theory are physical
experinients which any one with fair techni-
cal skill eau make foi himiself. ,Belief in
this Law, which has all along been the main
principle of Listerism, has not weakened ;
it bas rather gained ii clearness and precision.

Details of treatment have changed,. have
been changing every year fron the first, and
may go on changing ani ie hope, improvig

for years to come, keeping pace vith new
discoveries. Is this any sign of weakness in
the youngest born of the sciences ? Anîes-
thetics have been ini use twice as long as the
antiseptic systein, and authorities are not yet
apparently satisfied as to which is the best
nethod of producirg anæsthesia. This
uncertainty is surely no proof that -the
practice is unscientific.

The principle change of nethod of late in
Listerism is doubtless the disconItinuance of
the spray. To a superficial observer visiting
Lister's clinie a few years ago the spray iight
seei the principal element in his treatient;
and in the same way the use of carbolic acid
was by mniy regarderd as the essential
featie. The phrase 'carbrJie acid treat-
nient" was often used as svronymoius with
Listerisin.

Until within a few years ago carbolic acid
was the best known germicide applicable to
wound treatment, and it is indeed still con-
sidered by some superior to any of the newer
solutions. Its toxic effects have been imiuch
over-rated. When, however, in consequence
of Kocl's experiments in disinîtection, Lister
became satisfied tjat solutions of th perch-
loride of mercury had advantages over carbolic
acid lie at once made the chan]ge.

The spray - was -certaiily a prominent
featuîre, and the inconveniences attending its
use mare it the bete noir of all proselytes to
the New Surgery. Its use was strictly
lbgical and justified by the state of our
knowledge at tie tinie, but Lister always
took pains to point out that if was thei least
esseiitial detail in his treatnitiîý. .Bruns of
Tiihingen was, we believe, the first of thie
Listerians to discontinue its use, and in
allidinîg to his action Lister said if it could
be shown-that the spray was uninecessary no
one would rejoice more Ieartily than himself.

But the germ theory 's not the only
pathologicnl basis, on which. Lister bas
founded lis practice ; and before discussing
the present nethods of antiseptic surgery we
shall indicate two other facts which have a
great bearing on the whole question.

Lister bas always laid iuch sress on thue
power of the healthy living tissues to protect
themselves froni infection. He bas: also
woven into his system the results of his
researches in the pathology of Suppuration.

The wvbole object of Listdrisii is te reduce
opeai wounds te a condition/of sub-cutaneous
injuries; or. 'what is practicilly the saine, to
avoid suppuration.

[MAnticr. 1891.]


