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Awr. XXL—ON THE TREATMENT OF CHRONIC IN-
FLAMMATION OF THE BLADDER BY INJECTIONS
OF NITRATE OF SILVER., ‘

By RorerT L. MacDossrLr, M.D.

Licentiate of the King and Queen's College uf Physicians, and
of the Royal College of Surgeons, Lrelund ; Lecturer on the
Tnstitutes of Medicine, M*Giil College ; Physician to the
Mantreal General Hospital, .

I believe it will be generally admitted, that of all dis-
eases, few occasion more anxiety and embarrassment to
the medical practitioner, or are productive of more
wisery and suffering to the afllicted patient, than chronic
inflammation of the bladder ; the consequence of previous
‘disease of the urinary apparatus, as gonorrhea or stric-
‘ture, or as a primary affection produced by other and;
~mare general causes. - o |
: In either case, when once fully established, it entails

fessor of Monzpellier, discovered, accidentally,* the great
value of nitraie.of silver in chropic inflammation  of the
bladder, and the utility of this plan was shown ina
paper by Dr. O"Bryen, in the fourteenth volume of the .
Dublin Medical Journal.  But this, gentleman does qot
appear to have had any personal experience of its em-
ployment, and mareover, he confines his remarks to the
use of the solid nitrate, the form preferred by Lullemand.

1 am not aware that he has done more in. this matter
than introduce to the notice of British surgeons
views of the distinguished professor.

When a student of the Richmond Surgical Hospital,
Dublin, I had an opportunity of seeing my friend and
former preceptor, Dr. Hutton, (ta whom I am judebted
for much information that I have {ound valuable in my

the

“the most excruciating suffering on_its vietim, pl.e\.ems,prolession,) inject the bladder with a sweak solution of
“him following his usudl ‘avocations, debars him from!nitrate of silver, but as this-had (if I recollect rightly)
society, and not uﬁfiequenllv produces death, cither, Put little effect upon the disease, the practice was aban-
from the morbid action exter;ding to the ureters and{doned in the hospital, nor have T since either seen it
:kidneys, trom ulceration corroding through the walls of ¢mployed or heard of its being employed by any one
the viscus, or from the exhaustion of the svstem it is;but myselfy and T ean find no niention of it in those
Lcertain to induce.” ‘ ‘ ‘ ivaluable records of medical practice— Braithwaite’s
Tn a disease of such importance, it is only to he ex~§Re“'°sP9C‘, and Ranking’s Digest, or in the recently
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:pected that, numerous remedies should have heen pro- ]’“M"‘hffd S)*‘C“}” of Surgery. ' o
posed for its cure, and consequently we find agents of; .Having met with some cases of chronic cystitis, that
vations -natures  strongly recommended by practical| resisted general treatment, and bearing in mind the great
“writers, vet they all admit the difficulty attending the|Sutcess which attended the application of nitrate ol

& reatment of the malady, and the failure that has followed;
‘the-use of their favorite remedies.} ‘ |
g Some years agu, Mons. Lallemand, the eminent pro-;

§

- *-CruvELHIER, in the details of one of his cases, depicts the

silver in substance, in the hands of Lallemand, I deter-
mined to give the remedy a further wial in the form of
solution, and the success I met with, has far surpassed
my most sanguine expectations ; I have now no hesita-
tion in stating, that as far as pure uncomplicated chronic

uierings of his unfortunate. patient; m, the following words,—
“Alurs se manilesterent des besoins frequents et _imperieuses
ot duiliier avec contractions doulonreuses de'la vessie et dolour 2
& 1:“.““!1“?0}!"9 la verge, lesurines devinrent catarrhales, le malade
Pesenta tous les symptoms du_catarrh vesical.”—* Au bout .de
#xquelque temps, les douleurs devinrent tellement vives et tellement
Ypptochees qu'il lui fut,impossible de quitter la chambre.”—* Le
Malade survécut trois mpis d'agouie les besoins duriner frequents
Dresiants douloarcuse contractions vidlentes detontes les puissances
fthulsatrices, tellement que le defecation accompagnait souvent
mission des.urines.’” ‘

1 8ir Benjamin Brodie, the highest British authority on surgery,
t8d who has devoted so much attention to diseases of the urinary
AI7ans, says * there is no disease for which an improved method of
\eatment is more wanted than for this, which has-hitherto been
[ approbrium of surgery."— Lecturea on the Diseases of the
fnary Organa. ' ‘ .

inflammation of the bladder is concerned, that the ‘op-
probrium has been removed from surgery, and that we do
possess a method of treatment followed by a greater
amount: of swuccess than usually dttena's remedies em.

* ' When upplying caustic to the neck of the bladder, the in.
strument’ slipped ‘and cauterized the lining membrane -of- that
reservoir, and to his great astonishment, the patient was cured .of
u chronic catarrh, as well .as the affection for which it was
intentionally employed. Spealking of this, in one of his lectures,
he used the fullowing language :—La premicre fois que_celte sc-
cident, m'urriva, J'ens pendant plusieurs jours des vives. ingquie-
todes, sur les consequences qui pauvaient en rusulter, mais ils r.e

re mantfesta sucune plienomene facheuz."—O'Bryenv Dutln
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l'g




