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Her intelligence seemed perfect when she was sharply
addressed, and her attention engaged on the speaker,
but she quickly relapsed into a kind of ‘muttering deli-
rium, to which eventually was superadded subsultus
{endinum:  She calmly expxred on the morning of
the 28th. ‘
" A 'known' objectwp on the part of her relatwes to
~_post mortem examinations, preclided an examination
of any other part than the spine.  Forty-eight hours
after death, the vertebral canal was opened, and the
"spmal column exposed. The theca was found through-
out its whole length much congested, but without any
evidences of énflammation. On running the finger along
fhie cord, at the tenth vertebral space it suddenly sank
into its substance. The theca was slit up, and here, and
. hiére onlv, was any dlsorgamzatlon of the cord percept-
"ible;. for the space of about an inch it had undergone a
g Vcomplete ramollissement. The softened tissue was
" white; (not brown or Jees colour, as usually seen), and
the disorganizaticn appeared to huve extended through

the cord, involving the grey as well as the medullary |

‘ portxon. .'The cervxcai portion of the cord was firm, and
: 40[ the usual consxstency ‘

*The cloce ‘attenﬁoﬂ which has been bestowed upos| -
) pathology, has of late years elicited ‘much’ useful infor-
“matlon relative to the mﬂuence which - ‘appears to be
.exerted upon the' brain dnd spinal column by devia-
 tions from a- healthy statc in the various viscera of
- the body. - The sympnthetxc phenomena which thus de-

‘:velope themselves, have been chiefly studied with refer-

‘ence to ‘gastritis and mﬁammatory affections generally of

* the mucous and serous coats of the intestinal canal, and

‘more lately still of the kidneys and urinary apparatus.

“fhe principal laid down by Dr. Stokes, “that in all
. dlseaseq, asa’ general rule, there.is an affection of the
~‘nervous’ system, either local or general, or, in other

‘ words, that there is no disease which we . could name,

which does' not :present signs of an affection of the ner-
" vous system, either.quoad the suffering organ‘xts‘,lf or
* of an affection more general and. diffuse,” is a perfectly

" just-one, ¢ onsonant with the experience of all who iwatch |

- harrowly the progress of diseases, and .is a-necessary
"-.consequence of that very intimate niervous cominurica-
../ tion'which is fouud toexisty either directly orindirectly,
' Between all: parts. of the animal - organization.:: Most
- nsually,ithe reflex phenomena which . are thus induced,
“-are the conséquencés of simple irritation of thenervous

. eentres; ot the slighteést abnormal appearances having
‘g‘fi been discerned in the train or spinal cord after death in
- cases in. “hnch such phenomena were .even markedly
: sveloped. . Instances of tlus nature rmght -be multiplied,
“but they are unnecessary, as lrevity is my object ;- bt

while thus'in the generality of cases, irritation at the-
peripheral extremities of the nerves, may excité no ap-
preciable morbid alteration in the organization of the
brain or cord, there yet can be no doubt, that when long
centmued and of an exalted character, it may be pro-
ductive of such effects. The following case, quoted in
Stokes’s Lectures on the Theory and Practice of Physic,
will ilustrate this point :—< A soldier was wounded in
the right shoulder with a lance,in consequence of which
he trot an aneurism of the axillary artery, for which an
operation was performed. At the moment the ligature
was tightened, he experienced exquisite pain in the situ-
ation of the ligature, which extended to the. brachial
plexus; this continued to the next day, and then ceased.
On the fourth and fifth days the pain returped with in-
creased violence, and continved until the seventh day,
when it became intoles able. He was b}ooded but w:*h-
outany good effect. He then became comatose. His
head was drawn backwar ds; he had alternations of
stupor and excitement, and soon after expired: On dis- -
section, the ligature was found te embrace some of the
prineipal branches of the brachial plexus, and there was
an abscess of the posterior lobe of the brain, extending
to the optic.t thalamus. ‘

In the Transactions of- the Mcdxco-(.,hum oxcal So-
ciety of London for 1841, there will be found an inte-
resting and highly imp‘oriant paper by Mr. Statiley
demonstrating unequivoeally that: paraplegia ‘may be
induced by severe mmal disease, as a secoudarv aﬂ‘ec- .
tion, without any necessary alteration of struéture in the
cord or its membranes ; affording this valuable practlcal
result, that’ paraplegia is not- always necessanly depen-
dent upon specific dxsease of thie cord, and disclosing a
means of resort to a more rational line of treatment in
some of such cases. Ia two only out of the seven cases
parrated by Mr. Stanley, were any morbid changes in
the cord perceived, and these changes consisted chiefly
in vascular turgescence and slight effusion ; but these
are suﬁlcxent to demonstrate the effect on the cord of a
persistent irritation at the penpheral extremmes of the
nerves which supply the kidneys.

.~ To these cases. illustrative of the principle laid down,
mlght be cited others; in which post mortem examinas

tions have revealed the emstence of mﬁammanon of tha
meninges of: the brain, 83 a result of: mﬁam"xatory
affections of the intestinal. tube. . That utering -affece
tions are - equaliy competent to induce similar conses
quences, cannot bedoubted. . We recognize such effects
in the mania, “delirinni; ‘occasionally convulsions, and
other symptoms,. dependent on the irritation, to eay. the
least, of the great nervous centres, propagated from the
suﬂ‘ermg organ. -The ease which I have given affords
abother. praof of the effect of auch long commued xrmtaa



