
E3RRATA RECEPTA.

In the AthenStuim Library at Boston, is shiewn as a curiosity, a,
volume by an early -worthy of New Bngland, named Timothy IDexter..
Its tible is a IlPickel for the iKnowing Ones.> So troub]ed w'as this
writer in regard to the matter of punetuation, thiat bie at lý,gth
deeided to omit thxe points altogether, giving, howevcr, at the end of
his book several pages of ail the varieties of stop, -w.itb an invitation
to the reader Ilto pepper his dish as lie chose.-" This is the peculi-
arity on account of Nvhichi the book is exhibited.

Very mueli of the literary criticism on Shakspcare bas been
expended, not on his own genuine words, but on whiat arc in reality
typographical misrepresentations of thein. The folio of 1623, the
flrst printed collection of the dramatic works of the great; poet., is
fuiil of errors, either of the press or, antecedently, of the pen. The
actors H-eininge and Condeli were inciiflrent editors. Seven years
after Shakspeare's death they gathered together and gave to the
world the plays as they found them in the property-roomns of the
theatres-soine already badly printed; somne stili in nianu,-.ript,
blotted, obscure and 'worn, talzen down in mauy places frei oral
tradition and interlarded here and there with portions of the ad libi-
tuiti trifling indulgred in by buffo players. Intelligent possessors of a
folio appearing in sucli a condition -%ould naturally, froin tiime to
time, check its contents by earlier printed copies of separate px',
ami by tlieir own individual know'Iedge of the text as hieard on the.
contemporary stage. There eau be no doubt that very niany of the.
manuscript corrections Vo be read in Mr. Collier's copy of the date-
1632, were made on good autlîority. It eau -iell bc conceived w'hat
a field bias been licre foutid for the exercise of lAiterary sagacity.
.Nfter a lapse of tweo hutndred and fifty years the workz of emiendation
maý,y bc supposed to be- approachiug comple.tion. A few more happy
guesses, comrineid;ig theiselves Vo thfe general understatidiag and
good taste of qualilied men,-and, to the alrendy innuinerable recen-
sions of Slhaklsp)eare, one more -will be added, withl Ietterpress every-
wvhere clear of marks of doubtfulness, its subjecet-miatter to be grisped
and thoreughly enýjoyed, page after page, withou.t intterruption from,
coinmientator or enLtie.

A near approximation to sucli a Sbakspeare is te be fonnd in the
now wvidcly-kiiowni Globe edition, printed in 1864 nt the Ulniversity
press of Cambridge, and of wh,-ich in October last, 50,000 copies liad
been sold by the esr.Macnijilazn & Co. Into its text inany


