
XIIE SOUT1IERN $1tOUES or LAKE SUPEBIIOR.

ation, that the gliripses wilîi eveni a very partial exarnination of its
shores aflin-ds of sonie of tho phenomena peculiar to thern, înay not
be unacceptable to the memibers of the lustitute. WVitli its wide
citent of waters, ùovcrig an area of thirty-two thou-iand square miles,
a Iengthened 1)eriod of sojotiri in the regions wit1i which it is sur-
rourided, and inany facilities for their exploration>, woul(1 bc rcquired,
in order to satisfy the curiosity of scicutitic etiquirul's ini relation to
their varied attractions. But eveni a bri ef visit <liseloses inuch that
is highly interesting, and that serves at once to il] ustrate, and to eon-
trast ivitix what cornes under the observer's notice elehr.Ilav-
ing emnploycd both peu and pencil in noting several of the most
striking fieattures wvhich catch the eye froin their novelty, a description
of sottie of thein may not bc unacceptable ini the absence of more
valuable contributions, eveni tlioii<h trencming on the legitiuiato
grounds of the geologist, with the incre notes of au amateur observer.

The settiers on the shores of the great fresh;water hîkies of this
continent are cognizant of varions remarkable formnations, difflering
from the phenoinena with whichtxhie dwellers on the sea-eoast are
familiar. Ofone class of sueh, the peninsula, or 'I Islaiid" of Toronto
Bay, is a striking, thoughl by no ineans singular example. Similar
natural barriers3-hookýs or spits, as they are ternied, aceording to the
eurved or straight outline of th-,eir extremities-are stili in course of
formation on Lake Erie, as well as at other points on the shores of
Ontario, by the wvaves and currents, under the action of the w-inda
in certain prevailing directions, wasting away salient points of tho
coast, and depositing the detachcd debris on a Icss exposed bottom.
Peninsular barriers of this class are to be met with also on the higher
lakes, and constituto indeed a striking feature among the liÉtoral
features of Lake Superior. Certain peculiariries, however, distinguisi
the formations of thiî d;ass in Lake Superior, froin. those belozîging
to th(, lowcr lakes; and ît -would, scem, as if a special character were
traceable in. -ueli on eaeh of the lakes. Owing Lo its uiiif*orm shallow-
ness, the waters of Lake Erie appear to differ to, a certain degrcee
fromi those of Lake Ontario-which otherwise it most nearly rfsem-
bles,-in their mode of action and the consequent resuits; while both
Present; a striking contrast in these respects to Lakes Huron and
Michigyan, with their mnain. coast linos running uearly due nortx ana
south, and thereby subjected to very varied actions from the ame
winds and currents. This ûiversity of aspect becomes stili more
apparent, when the sanie forces are found in operation, but the mate-
riais opposed to this united action are no longer the loose drift


