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tatement of Crescide », printed in ail the earlier editions of Chaucers
Nvorks, but assigned by Urry and liter editors to the Scottisli poet,
Robert Ilenrysone, (cir. 1450,) we find the costume of one of his
characters thus deseribed.

Whian in a niantell and a bawo hat,
WiLli cuppe anid clapper %vonder priuely

lMc opened a secrute "et and out thercat
Conveycd hcr, that no mnia sliould cspie.

It was not however, titi the vast resources of the forests of the new
'world had becoe known, that beaver wool became the indispensable
xnaterial for the fashionable European bat. Nearly a century aud a
half-after the discovery of Anierica xve ab length. find Charles I. ini
1638, by royal proclamation probibiting the use of' any materials
except bea-,er wool in the manufacture of hats, unless made for ex-
portation. This royal prohibition amounted to a declaration of war
by the king of Etigland ýigainst the beaver settlements of bis5 North
American Colonies a-nd the Hudson Bay Company's territories ; and
within less than a century thiereafter, they appear to have been almoBt
totally exterminated from the colonies to the south of the St. ùaw-
rence and the great lakes. The French traders in 1743, imported
into Roeh6lle, 127,080 beaver sk-ins, and the British Hudson's Bay
Company sold 26,750 skias the samne year. Within less than hall a
century thereafter, whben Ca-nada badl become a B3ritish possession,
the trade in beaver peltries seems to have reached its maximumn, Pnd

to have been maintaiaed with only a sliglht decline tili the comnmence-
ment of the present century. lu 1788, upwardls of 170,001) beaver
skias were exported from Canada, and the value of those forwarded
te England, from Quebec alone, iu 1808, is estimnateal at nearly
£119,O000 stg. The effèct of sucli a wholesale destruction of the
poor beaver could not fail to become apparent, notwithstandingr the
vast regieus of the North-West over whieh the Uudson's Bay trapper
and the Indian hunter eangyed in pursuit ef their defenceless prey.
The great ftir companies at length became impressed with the danger
this profitable braneh of their trade was exposcd te, and even the
improvident Indian learned te systemnatize bis mode o? beaver trap-
pingc -e as to avert its total extermination. The Iroquois and
Ilurons,-ameng Nvhoin the beaver wvas known as the Dloutayè,-
were especially skilled. in its pursuit, and thieir habit wvas always te
leave at le&it one pair ini the beaver-dam, and te let this remain un-


