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in which they acquitted themselves.  Indeed, the readiug and reci-
tation showed much diligence on the part of both pupils and
masters.

The concluding exercise was in Mental Arithmetie, for which
fiftcen pupils entered.  The quickness and aceuracy of the answers,
on the whole, certainly surprised the audience.  Master C. Rudder-
ham from the Bar was finally awarded the prize.  John Armstrong,
Roderick Buchanan, Hester Muggah, Malcolm Buchanan, and
Matthew Sullivan came next in order of merit.

The prizes, Murdoch's History of Nova Scotii, were then handed
to the successful candidates amid the applause of the assembled
scholars. This procceding closed the competition which had been
most spiritedly conducted throughout. Asit will be seen by the
foregroing list, the majority of the ){'izcs for spelling and the one
for history were taken by pupils of Mr. Creed, whose ability in Ins
profussion deserves every recognition.  The prizes for mental
arithmetic and recitation, and two for spelling were, however, taken
by pupils fvom other places. It is certainly to be hoped that such
examinations will be continued from year to year, as thci' must
assist materially in stimulating education and establishing the sys-
tem finnly throughout the country.—Cape Lreton News.

Hants Co. competition.—The competition for prizes to-day
was close and spirited. A wuch larger number of compelitors
would doubtless have been present had the weather permitted.
The following scctions were represented thus :—

Windsor.eoevenenn.n 26 pupils.
Hantsporte..coeonea.n 6 «
MeKay coveviienen. 5 «
Martock...ooiannnnn 2 .
East Rawdon ....... 1 0«
Middle Rawdon..... 1 0«

13

Newport and Douglas. 3

In mental arithmetic 8 competed, and the prize was taken by
Austin Mosher of the Newport and Douglas scetion.

‘IT'wenty-seven comnpeted in reading and recitation, and Maggie
Burton of the Hantsport section took the prize.

In British history 13 entered the list, and James Mosher of the
Newport and Douglas section came off victor.

Of the 29 who competed in spelling, 13 took prizes as follows
Windsor scction—YPerey Scott, Evvie McCully, Annie Moshaer,
Agnes Doran, Minnie McLatehy and Isabel Geldert.  Martock
section~—Jeremiah McDonald.  McKay section— Annie Bowes,
Laura McKay and Helena Harvie. Ilantsport section—Sarah
ﬁoh}n&‘. Newport and Douglas scction—Rufus Mosher and Janes

osher.

It will be seen from the above that four sections are entitled to
Chisholin’s Matbematical scale, viz., Windsor, Hantsport, McKay,
and Newport and Douglas.  The highest general proficiency
exhibited by the competitors was in mental anthnetic and British
history ; the lowest, in reading and recitation. The successfial
competitor in mental arithmetic gave the first correct answer to
45 questions, many of which involved calculations of a very com-
plicated and ponderous character. Next to lim honorable men-
tion should be maude of William Black, who was first correctly to
answer 21 questions. In British history the winner of the prize
correctly answered 54 questions,—next to him Rufus Mosher
answered 53, and Otis Redden 46.

My thanks are hereby tendered to Colonel Poyntz, Dr. Rend,
and George DeWolf, Esq., for the valuable assistance they ren-
dered in belping e form 2 judgment in cases of doult.

D. AL WerTox, Inspeclor.

King’s Co. competition.—The competition for prizes offer-
ed by the Legislature fo the pupils of the public schools of
this county, came off to-day in accordance with previous notice.
The weather was extremely unpropitious, and I feared the ardor
of these who had intended presenting themnsclves would be cffee-
tually damped. There was not so many schools represented,
and from those that were represented there was not 5o large an
attendance as if the weather had been fine; yet, the number pre-
sent was Jarger than, under the circumstauces, we dared to hope.

Somerset sent 1 competitor, Town Plot 1, Kentville 6, Lower
Canard 5, Randville 10, Upper Church Street 8, Upper Canand 15,
Shefficld Milis 1, Canning 4.~In all 46. Of these there were in
history 9, reading 25, spelling 34, mental arithmetic 3.

The examination in hislory was spirited, and the answers given
showed a minute and comprehensive knowledge of this interesting
and instructive branch of study.  Afier the number had dwindled
down to five, the contest was so sharp as to leave the judges for a
long time in doubt as to who should win. I veature to say that
this class can hardly be excelled.

Reading.—The examiration in this branch necessarily occupied
considerable time, and so fittle disparity was there_in_the reading
of half a dozen, that a nice discrimination was required 10 be exer-
cised by the Judges.  Their awand was in favor of the only recita-
tion presented.  There was, of course, much divensity in style, and
slthough in general the exccution was creditable, yet too iitde of
the reading reached that high standard which a refined taste, aided
by practice, may attain. I?pon no branch have J, during ny visi-
tation, bestowed so much attention; as too frequently Thave ob-
served, on the part of teachers, a carclesness of all clse save the
ahility to call words correctly and with facility. Ionomble men-

tion should be made of 1X.¢ reading of a number of small children;
and could the judges, i their award, have taken into consideration
the circumstances of age, &e, a diflerent conclusion would have
been arrived at.

The spelling aud definition were excellent, and two hours were
occupied in rcﬁucing the number of competitors to the number of

rizes.

The show in mental arithmetic was small, much smaller than I
had hoped,—creditable, however, to those who competed.

The Court Ifuuse, in which the competition was conducted, was
during the whole day crowded with speetators, who evineed the
livelicst interest in all the proceedings.

I was fortunate insccuring the assistance of Revds. . O. Ruggles
and 8. B. Kempton, and George Blanchard, Esq., Judge of Probate,
who exercised the strictest care that no cause of complaint should
be afforded to any of the competitors.

The following 1s a list of thuse who were successful :—-

MENTAL ARITHMETIC.

Burgess MeKetrick. ....... Upper Church Street.
HISTORY.
Cornelius Russell «........ ‘Town Plot.
RECITATION,

Gideon Barnaby.......... Upper Canard.
. SPELLING.

Carrie Greenough «.o..... Upper Canard.

Andrew MeDonald. ....... “

Mary Beekwithooooooon.n. u

Esther A.Ellso..oooe. ... u

Charles Hardwick ........ Lower Canand.

Almira TLockwood......... .

Taura Rand «.ovovinnn.en Randyille.

Alfred Hlays. ... ool u

Mary Woodworth......... Canning.

Prudence Woodworth ..... u“

Lanma Dickey ..ceovoa.. @

Annic Webster. cocoenee.. Kentville.

Francis Harris ..c..ooanse “

Thus requiring 7 copies of Chisholm’s Mathematical Scale.
\WirLiax Earox, Inspector.

Yarmouth Co.—The Iuspector, upon request, was allowed to
appropriate one of the spelling prizes to the subject of grammar.

Luglish tirammar and A nul?/.(is— Abbie Kinobell, Milton Section;
Reading and Recitation—Minnic Gridley, Lower Town Section ;
Mental Arithmetic— Albert Croshy, Lower Town Section ; English
¥ History— Agnes Robbins, Chebozue Point Scetion; Spelling—Eva
! Crosby, Lower Town Section ; Clara Gridley, Lower Town Sec-
! tion; Jane Killam, Milton Section; Annie Guest, Lower Town
! Section: Carrie Wyman, Central Town Section; Maggice Lewis,
! Lower "T'own Seetion ; Salia Goudey, Lower Town Scction ; Alfred
Hauford, Milton Section.

The sum of forty dollars was subscribed to procurc additional
prizes.

G. J. Fanisn, Inspeclor.

Dizby €o. competition.—The examination for the prizes
offcred by the legislature came off in the Academy on the
18th March. ‘The inspettor was assisted by the Rev. Al Martell,
.1V, Smith, Esq., M.D., W. . Taylor, and A. B. Holdsworth, ES(LS.
Mr. D. W. Elder was requested to act as Secretary to the exami-
ners.  The nuwber of ¢ompetitors, in spelling, was 185 reading
and recitation, 105 English history, 535 mental antluuetic, 4. Dr.
Smith propoesed, for spelling, the names of plants, fruits, &c.; and
others of the examiners made some pertinent suguestions.  Aftera
searching and impartial examination of nearly Tive hours, the fol-
lowing were declared suceessful competitors:—

Spelling—Frances Jones, Dighv; Elizabeth Waters, Digby;
Rose Hanley, Digby; Maria Tankenson, Weymouth; Mary
McCormick, Dighy; Ella Ruddock, Digby; Asrthur W Burns,
Digby; Goorgcﬁ)nnh:\m, Div-b{.
Dgf\san!ing and Recitation.~Eleanor A. Comnwall, Little River,
Mental Avithmetic~Wallace Johnston, Wazerford, D. N.

English History—Budd Dakin, Digby.

In the opinion of the examiners several others acquitted them-
selves so creditably, that, with the view of rewanding their effortsand
industry, ten dollars were contributed on the spot for the purchase
of books as prizes, which were awarded to the following :—

Recitation.—Eugenia Eldridpe, Sandy Cove, D. N.; Annie
S. Mors¢, Sandy Cove, D.N.; Taroline Morchouse, Sandy Cove,
D. N.; Sarah Saunders, Sandy Cove, D. N.

Spelling.—Sabia Churclill, Digby.

Several of the parents and fricnds of the competitors were pre-
sent, and they, together with others, manifested much interest in
the examination. Unfortunately the day proved very rainy, and
the roads, had before, were rendered in some places almost impass-
able. Under these circumstances the number of candidates could
not be =0 large as it would otherwise have been.  DBut, while this
could not bt be tted, all coneurred in expressing satisfaction
at the creditable exhibition they had witnessed, and in admitting




