4

JOURNAL OF EDUCATION.

p—

———————

till it can never be committed again. One
clear and distinet idea is worth a world of
misty ones. Time is of no consequence
in comparison with the object  Give the
child possessiun of one clear, distinot
truth, and it becomes to him a centrs of
light, In all your teaching, no matter
what time it takes, never leave your
pupil till you know he has in his mind
vour exact thought.

LOVE, HOPE AND PATIENCE IN
EDUCATION.

O'cr wayward childhiood would'st thou
hold firm rule,

And sun thee in the light of happy faces ;

Love, Hope, and Patience, these must be
thy graces,

Andin thineheart let them firnt keep school

For ns old Atlas on his broad neck places

Heaven's starry globe, und there sustains

1ty 80
Do these upbear the little world below
Uf Fducation—Patience, Love, and Hope,
Methinks I sec them grouped in secmly
show ;
‘The straitened arms upraised, the palns
aslopo,
And robes that touching as adown they flow
Distinetly biend, like snow cmbossed in
Snow ;
Oh, partthemnever! If Hope prostrate lie,
Love too will sink and die.
But Love is subtle, und doth proof derive
From her own life that 1lope is yet alive :
And bending o’cr, with soul-transfusing
eyes.
And the soft murmurs of the mother

ove
Woos back the flecting sprite, and half
supplies ;
Thus love repays to Hope what Hope
first gave to Love.
Yet, haply, there will come a weary day,
When overtasked at length
Both Love and 1upe benezth the load
give way,
‘Then with a statue’s smile, a statue’s
streagth,
Stands the mute sister Patience, nothing
loath,
And both supporting, docs the work of
both !
[Samuel Taylor Coleridge.
A Pawrosorniear. Sexrivent.— Go-
vetnor Wright, of Iudiana, advocating
the establishment of a commun school
system in that State, says : “If we do
not pay fur education of the boy, we
shall surely pay double {or the ignozance

ofthe man.”

Do e—

FAMILIARSKETCH OF A COMMON
SCHOOL IN GERMANY.

The following familiar sketch of the
every day routine of 2 German clementary
school, from Dickens® Household Words,
is intended as a keen sative upon those
persons who are satisfied with the worst
and cheapest description of school houses
and achool masters for their children :—

Just step into the interior of one of
these same German schools, and see what
manner of outlandisk work is going: on.
There! Did you ever ses the like of
that! Call that u achoul! The boys
are comfurtably secated, and the mastes
atands!

Moan-spitited fellow, there he stands,

as though it were he who had the hardest
work to do!  The room is loRy, airy, snd
well warmed ; the children sit, I do be-
lieve, in ahsolute enjoyment of the lesson,
No other sound interrupts the teacher and
his clasa ; the other classes are under the
same roof in other rooms. Ruined by
luxury, there sit the children—with 8
a grown man, and what's worse, a traived
and edncated man, standing before them,
pouting out his enargies, He ion't heat-
ing them their lessons ous of a book ; the
lesson they have learned out of a book,
he is explaining with all the art of a
lawyer, enlivening with anecdotes, sprink-
ling about with apt questions. The chil-
dren are all on the qui-vive, and awking
questions in their turn~~why don’t he
knock ’em down for their impertinence !
See! Now he asksa question of the
class—up go two dozen little hands !
The owners of these little hands believe
that they can answerit.  There! he selects’
one to answer, who looks pleased at the
distinction. When the next question
comes, he'll tackle some one clse.

Now comes a lesson in geography, He
takes a piece of chalk, and turas to the
blackboard, Dot..dct..dot. There is a
range of mountains, Assoon asitsshape
is defined, the children eagerly shout out
itsname. In five seconds the names of
five rivers are indicated, and named as fast
as they are drawn, by the young vaga-
bonds, who watch the artists hand.—
Down go the rivers to the ses, and-—
dot..dot..—a dozen and a half of towns
are indicated, every dot named in choras.
Then comes the coast line, boundaries of
countries, provinces and othertowrs. In
ten minutes there is on the boaid & clever
imprompta map of Germany, and the
children have shouted out the meaning of
every dot and stroke as it was made.—
They thiuk it better fun than puzzles.
Very pretty.

Now thers ho is, beginning at the
school-yard, talking of its size; then
advancing toa notion of the street ; then
of the town, then of the pruvince, and
leading his pupils to an idea of space,
and the extent of country indicated upan
such a map. ‘Trmly abominable all this
is! Where's the discipline, 1 should
like to know? If a school ia not made
the preliminary Hall of Sorrow, how are
men 1o grow up, abls to endure such a
House of trouble as this world notori
ousty is? How can the mind be streagth-
ened more effectually than by giving it at
first the daily task to lexrn by rote, an
exercise of simple memory?! The less
the task is underatood, the more the
memory is exercised in leavning it ; and
20 tho better for the child. What will
tecome of 3 man whose ears whea he
was young were never boxed-—whose
hands when he was young were never
bruised by any ruler—who in his child-
hood regarded canes 1n no other light than
38 objects cf botanical curiosity ! What
T aay of a boy is, that he ought to be
thrashed. My ndtion of education—and
1 believe the Blitisa nation will bear me
oot in what I say—my rotion is that we
ought to have a decidedly uncomfortable
achool room—ver7 hot—a good diszy,

‘-leoyy place, with lots of repetition of the
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same thing, to inpure monotony~—and that
the children should leatn by heart every
day a certain quantity of print out of
school books.

That they should show that they have
learned it by repeating it bLefore their
teaclier, who mustsit duwn and look big,
upon a stool or a chair, and have a cane
or ruler on the desk before him. Tha
while saying their Jessons, they should
stand uncomfortably, and endure, Spartsn
like, the wholesome discipline of fatiguve,
blows, bodily fear, snd great mental per-
plexity. That’s the way to learn. It’s
well known. Do'nt we remember that
we learnt that way? The teacher whe
has only to hear whether certasin words
printed befure him ate repeated accurately
—10 detect, perhaps, if he donr’t mind
that trouble, errors in a sum—to direct »
writing class—the teacher who can read,
write tolerably, add, subtract, multiply
and divide with tolerable currectness, and
who has the knack of filliping upon the
liead, with a stern manner, for the sske
of being what is called a strict discipli-
narian—that's the jockey to manage chil-
dren,

But those Germans, who wiite three
hundred volumes on the science of teach-
ing for every une we get in England on
this aubject, think otherwise. Tn all theiv
states by practice, and insome by special
law, the knocking of heads, the pulling
of ears, and all such wholesome pleasures
are denied the schoolmaster. Flogging
is restorted to most rarely. The following
is a school regulation of the Guvernment
of Austria,—Austria my English fricnd !

“The tescher must carefully avoid
hastily resorting to the rod; he must
neither box a child’s ears,ner pull or pinch
them; nor pull its hair: nor bit on the head
or any tender part; not use any instrumest
of punishment than & rod or slick; and
thatonly for great faults. Even this
kind of punishment may only be resorted
10 after having obtained the consent ofthe
Landrath, and of the paients of the child
and in their presence,”
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Educational Mcetlings.
JULY, AUG'T., & SEPT'R.

N accordance with the 23rd see-

tion of the Act for the cocouragement

of education, Educational Mectings will
be held in

Glenclg, on Thar, July 31, atlla. m.
Antigonishe, Thur, August 7— same hour,
Gaysboro' Tuesday Augt, 12—same hour
Asichat,  Taesdas Ang. 19—same howr
Syduey, Mon. Aug. 25—sam:e hoar
Forks of Margarie R., Fept. 4—same howr
Port Hood, Monday Sept. 8—same hour

A Teachers® Inetitute will be held in
Sydney, on Taesdny, Wednesday and
Thursday, August 26, 27 aad 29; and in
Port Bood on Tuesday Bept 9. Teachers
from a distance will be awded in prying the
sxpenses of attendance.

jr7 Schools will be visited aud evea.
ing lectures delivered by the Saperintea-
ent in pluces not visited in his tour of last

year.
J. W. Dawson.
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