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each of them presents to the surrovnding ocean two great slopes,
which greatly difler, however, m length and degree of inclination,

« 2. In the Old World, the long gentle slope is inclined toward
the north, and the short abrupt slope towand the south ; while in
the New World the gentle slope 1s towand the east, und the abrupt
towitrd the west.

« 3. But while each of the gramd continents his thus it law pecu-
liar to itsedl, it is also influenced by the law of the other.  Thus,
though in the Old World the loug or gentle siope 1 toward the
north, amd the short or abrupt ene toward the south, 1t is also truo
that the slope froutimg the east is more gradual than that fronting
the west. In like manner, thongh in the New World the longer
stope fronts the east. and the shorter the west, it is also true that
the slope which fromts the north 1s gentler than that wlich fronts
the south.

« 4. The laws regulating the primary and secondaty slopes, how-
ever, may be expressed sull more generally thus: In both conti-
nents the long aud gentle slopes descend toward the Atlantie, or
toward the Atctie Ocean whieh s its continuation 5 while the shott
and abrupm slopes inchne to the Paectfic, or to the Indian Ocean
which may be regarded as one of its members.

s 5, The elevated ridge formed by the intersection of the greut
slapes is usually occupied by lofty moumain-chaing, and consti-utes
the grand walersheds of the differents continents.  Hence in the
Old World the geaeral direction of the principal mountain-ranges
is from east to west, while 1 the New 1t is from north to ~outh.
In the one they proceed in the direction of the parallels; in the
other in that of the meridians 3 while 1w boh they extend in the
direction of the greatest length of ihe continents. Thus, in the
eastern coutinent one immense mountain-chain extends, with few
interruptions, from the western extremivy of the Pyrences to the
vicinity of Behring Sirait ; while mn the western, an ahnost
unbroken range extemds from the north-east angle of Russian
Amenea to the southern extremity of Patagonia.

« §. The faw of following the direction of the greatest fength
holds equally true in regard to all the more important peninsulas
and aslands.  Thas Scandinavia, haly, Matacca, Coren, Kamts-
chatka, and Lower Californa, together with Great Brtain, Corsica,
Sardinia, Sicaly, Crete. Madagascar, Svmatra, Java, Japan, Cuba,
Hayti, Jamaica, and New Zealand, are all traversed by mountain-
ranges in the direction of their greatest length.

« 7. While in Loth hemi~pheresthe 1eliels go on increasmy fiom
the poles v the equator, the lizhest elevations of the Eastern Hemi-
sphere occur in the vicimty of the Tropie of Cancer, while inthe
Western they are found near the Trepic of Capricorn : comipare the
pesitions of Mount Everest. Kunchingmga, and Dhawalagiri, an
the Himalaya, with those ol Aconcagui and Sahama. i the Andes
of Chile and Bolivia.

« 8. A remarkable similarity exists between Eusope and Asia
in respect to therr reliefs, and an equally striking dissimilarity be-
tween Africa and South America.  Thus the Pyrences and Alps
correspoud with the Taurus, Caucasus, and Himalayan ranges;
the basin of the lower Danube has its counterpart in Tonquin;
European Turkey corresponds with Further Inia; Venetian Lom-
bardy with the basin ot the Ganges; while Delhi, Calcutta, aund
Bombay it ouce suggest Milan, Venice, and Genoa. But while
the interior of Atrica 18 cluefly occupied with dreary deserts and
¢levated plateaus, and has s foftie<t elevations on the cast side,
the interior of South Ameriea is low and fertile, with a huge
mountan-range on the west side: vet the Nile and the Zambezé
correspondd in direction, magnitude, amd importance, with the
Amazon and La Plata.

« 9, Whiie the Table-lands in bnth hiemispheres are intimately
conuected with the mouatain-ranges, — the hizhest mountains
invariably rising, not from plaius, bnt from elevated ptateanx,—
the Okl World is mo-t semarkable for its Mountains and Tablec-
laads, and the New for its Plains and Rivers.

4 10. Notwithstanding the imposing height of the vauous moun-
tam chams, the mean elevation of the conluents depends far less
on it than on the genera’ configuration and extent of the pigins and
table-lands. This is evident from the fact that the highest eleva-
uon of the lofticst mountain-range on the globe does not exceed 53
miles above the level of the sea. being Jintle more than the 11400

-art of the earth’s diameter.  Consequently the mountain-chains
on the globe produce no greater deviation from its spherical shapo
than the small protuberances on the rind of an orange do on ns
general form.  For example, if the entire mass of the Aips were

pulverised and distributed over the whole extent of Europe, its
surface woukl not thereby be raised nore than 22 feet above its
present Jevel; wlule, on the contrary, were the great plateau of
Spau, which has an elevation of only 2000 feet, fevetied down
and spread mn a sinnlar manner over the continent, the general
surface would be raised 76 feet. The Himalaya and Kuen-lun
Mounmtams, with the 1able-land of Tibet by which they mie con-
neeted, wonld moduce an elevating etleet on the whole of Asia
amounting to 358 feet; and it i estunated that it all the inequal-
iies on the earth’s surface were 1educed to an umfonn natural
level, tho entire Jand would have an elevation above the seaof
about 1000 feet. Or taking each of the continents separately, the
average elevation of Europe wonld be 671 feet, of North Amenea
718 teet, of South Amenca 1132 feet, and of Ama 1151 leet.

« 11. It was fong a prevalent opinion, founded on theoretical
views, that the depths of the ocewn must be nearly equal to the
clevations of the continents; but the greatest depths lutherto
ascertaned by the improved methods of sounding are in the North
Atlantic Ocean, and do not exceed 23000 feet; winle Mount
Everest, in the Hunatlava, standing midway between Kunclun-
gt and Dhawatagini, rutses its snowy sumimit 1o an elevation of
29,000 feet. ‘Fhus, from the greatest depth yet veached by the
plummet 1o the highest known “mountain-sumunit, is upwaids of
ten nules in a vertieal hine, or 1400 of the eanl’s radivs.

« Porvt.aTiox or Tur Gropr.—The population of the entre
alobe cannot, as yei, le stated with any great degree of acenracy 3
but probably one thousund millions 1s not far from the truth. O
these the Caucasian tace numbers about 400,000,000 ; the Mon-
golian. about 470,000,000 ; the Negro, including the Papuan and
Australian sub-vaneties, about §0,000,000 ; the Malay, about
40,000,000 ; and the Ametican, about 10,000,000,

« The population of the different continents, according to the
most recent stauistics, is as follows :— Lwiope, 265,417,785 ; Asia,
652,500,000 ; Africa, 60,000,000; No:th America, including Cen-
wral, 39,681,230 ; South Amenica, 18,447,312+ Oc¢eania, 21,000,000
—making a total of 1,057,016,327.7

We also find among other statistics that &' surface of the globe
covers a superficial arca of 197,000,000 squa.e miles, and that one
tourth part auly of the solid matter of the earth is in contact with
the atmosphere, the rest bemng covered with water.  The ocean
cccupies about 145,500,000 mniles and the land 51,500,000,

We have said that there are many errors in that part of the
work descriptive of America ; they are not however so gross as
those which occur 1 a model tesson mn Geography published by «
London educational periadical, and to which attention was called
by the Journal of Education and the Quebee Canadica. Besides
reiterating the charges against the French Canadians generally of
wgnorance and want of energy, the author has neglected to avail
himselt of later cducational statistics than the retorns of 1855 for
Upper and 1831 for Lower Canada.  With very little trouble hie
}nigl:;tsls;n\-e obtained the fizures for 1855 and perhaps even those
or J§ 3

Woops: The Prince of Wales 1n Canada and the Uwmited States,
by N. A. Woods.—~Bradbury and Evaws, 438 p.—with map. Lon-
don. 1861.

Mr. Woads, the 7'imes® correspondent has published lus Jetters
from Canada in a haudsome volume. The descriptions of this
writer are, as afl the workl knows, bnlliant and clever, though
somewhat verbose. He often treats men and things quue cavalies-
ly, and his appreciations are sometimes very unjost 3 besides his
narraiive s not always correct.  Sevesal errors have been also
cor&mulcd in tracing on the map the route followed by the Prince
of Wales.

Sapnrrr: The Spanish Cavaliers, o Tale of the Moonsh wais
in Spam, translated from the French, by dlrs. J. Sadlier, 202 ps.
im-120.—Sadlier.

Qur Iate fellow-townsyoman 8lill putsues her vocution with the
same eneray and success, and we look upoun her clegant transta-
uons as valuable acquisitons to the language. DMrs. Sadlier
seems to atiach herself 1o this style of hiterature, although her
nauve talent hias already won for her many laurels.

Rerations inédies de Ia Nouvelle-France, (1672~1779) pour
faure =uite aux anciennes relations, (1615-1672).  Twa vols. 12vo.
xxvir (1), 356 and 384 pages, with two maps.  Paris, 1861.

(1) The Roman numerals indicate the number of pages so marked in
each volume, and are to be added to those given in Arabic notation.



