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A New Book by fillbert Parker.

S LOVERS of literature and
as Canadians ef;pecially, we
b« ail witb deliglît a ricew book
froin the pen of aur Canadian

novelist. Gilbert Parker. Unlike the
work by which lie is bcst kriown
"The Seats of the Migbty," C" The
Battle af tlîe Sti-ong," as the author
himself telis us, is nat an historical
novel, altbougb its principal action is
at the timie of the French Revolution
and the subsequent wîar with the
English. The scene is an jersey
Island, and Gilbert Parker takes lus
readers along the rocky, dangerous
coast, points ont the treacherous
whîirlpools, the bidden rocks, and
steep clîffs, leads him tlîrough the
streets of the aid Narman town
of St. 1-eliers, inta the Vier Marche,
even into tlîe neat cottages of
the good 'vives of jersey, and the
reader feels tluat lue lias seen it al.
The authar, by a skilful division of
bis novel in ta five books, Nvith a
specified period of time between
each, pas3es aven the years 50 grace-
fully, that the bieroine we meet in
the first chuapter as a demure, roguishi
maiden of five, the descendant of an
exiled French family, quite na'turally
takes lier farcwell of us as tlîe proud
mother of a youth of twenty-ane.
The graceful, brave yoting midship-
man, Pbhip D'Avranche, who greets
us at the saine timne, rnust share bis
claim as hero, wvith thie noble luearted,
self-denying, ship-builder's appren-
tice, Ranulph Delagarde, a traitor's
son, wvbom wve first know in tbe
second cluapter. Perhîaps a tbird lias
a night ta urge a sial1 dlaimn, Detricand.
a wvorthless dissipate, onie of the many
sert by France ta wvrest jersey fronu
the Brltisb, but wî'lo afterwards
coni marids aur beartiest approbation
and respect, by luis strang will,
bnavcny and unselflshness, ail inspired
by bis lave for t -à lîcroine, Guida
Laridresse de Landresse.

Guida, inri any respects, is a miodel
woman, yet nat too niodel to be life-

like. Her owvn honest nature and
upright character lead hier to place
unbounded faith in everybody, so
she listens believing, ta the ardent
love-phrases Plbilip D'Avranche wvhis-
pers in hier ear, and she allows him
ta persuade lier to a secret marriage
on the eve of bis departure for a twvo
months' cruise. But the war breaks
out and Philip returns flot, ta make
public the marriage. His letters corne
occasior.ally, stili filled witb protest-
ations of bis love for hier, but mean-
wvhile Guida learns from other sources,
that Philip lias unexpectedly been
made heir of one of the sovereign
dukedonis of France, and that lie
%vas lending bis conisent ta negac-
iations for his marriage %vitb a count-
ess, as befitting bis prescrit rank.
Enraged at bis falscness, she wvrites
but once more ta him, telling liî
she wvauld neyer make public the
marriage and leavingr hi free ta
carry out his desigrns in France.

It is a crucial ordeal for a %'oman.
wlien she forces herseif ta see the
naked truth concerning the mari she
bias loy cd, yet the -.an wbio lias
wvronged hier. Sbe is born anew, in
that moment. Lt may be ta love on,
ta blind herself, and condone and
defend, sa lowering bier awn moral
taie ; or ta congeal in heart, become
keener ini intellect, scornful and bit-
ter %vith bier own sex and mnerciless
towvards the other; intolerant, judgiîîg
ail the worid by lier own experience,
incredulous of any true thing ; or
again sbe mnay become stranger,
sadder, wiser; deceiving herseif in
notlîing, yet nev'er forgivirîg at least
anc thing-tbe destruction of an
innocent faitlî and a noble credulity ;
seeing clearly the wvhole wrong; but
out of a largrencss of nature arid by
virtue of a lîiglî sense of duty, devot-
ing l-ýr days ta the salî'ation of a
man's honor, ta the betterment of
one weak or wicked nature. 0f'
these last would have been Guida."
With lier youngc clîild she retires
from St. Hechers and lives with
hirn on a lonely part of the rocky
caast. Here after years of absence,


