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amonig us almiost ail diseourse on
p)iactical religion ami] plans of tiqefal-
ness. 1 courted and eagerly yielded
învseif to; this soe;ety, in ixny infatua-
tioni accounting it the token of God's
pecutiar favour towards me, to have
tlîrowvn mie among suchi saints!

Correction, therefore, wvas added
to correction; for shortly, the wvritings
of several vituperatii'e and dogmnatic
cerisors of the churchi feil in rny wvay,
and forceci on the growtlh of my con-
eited andi condemnatory spirit.
Their work-, became my Bible.
Whlilst, %î'itlî them, 1 abjureci human
writings, and incessantly denotnnced
the Christiani world for having- aban-
douied the great Protestant principle:
,,the B3ible, and nothing but the
Bible ;" 1 read these works more
than the Bible; allowved them to de-
termine îny judicnt of the truthi
aniî treasureci Up in my miemory their
arguments andi decisions witli a
gyreater care tlian I exerciseci in eii-
deavouring( to retain the wvords of the
Holy Spirit. I stili stiidied the
Seriptures-not, howcvcr, to inîprove,

nywnpietv, but to confirmi mvself'

arrovs to shoot at my brethren.
0f' course, the more mndest and

.Iiritual inembers of Clirist's Clitrehi
gradually reccdcd froni me : this 1
tlîoughit an honour, as indicating tliat
1 ivas too eminient in lholinless, and
too strong ini argrument for thein.
Stili, 1 ivas offended at it, andi, almio.st
unconsciously, made it a reason for
taking a position more dcidedly
hostile to thvim. Thbis was the case,
especally in rof'erence to mninisters
,o that I attended their preaching
froni necessity, anci for the purpose
nf marking tlîeir Ilgross contradic-
tions" and i nscriptural blunders
andi, in social life, miade them the
'iutt of iny saî'casmis anI fulmina-

ÀJ)ns. Now, they wvere Il hirc'lin'gs
ipreachiing for waiges"-t.-thn Il man-
inade iinisters destitute of the spirit's
qial ifi cation for their woî'k." Somie-

timies thiey wîere Ilconspirators against
the simple trutli andi simple ordinances
andi worship of the Gospel ;" some-
tinmes Ilpriests, lording it over God's
anirtain t hl urigh res a mon.
aneritae the lioliptheir priest-craf
It w'as "ltheir pride and worldliness
%vlih made theni cast out of God's
flaîily the kiss of chiaritv, and wash-
ing of thîe saint's feet, anci weekly
communion. It was the proud rav-
ing of their caî'nal reasonings and
lîuman science, wîhich seduced themn
to substitute s0 many monstrous
errors flor the plain trutlis of the gos-
pel.' Thus, 1 surcly thoughit, without
thec slighitest suspicion, that my pride
of hcart andi intellect was my teacher.

I was, mndccc, continually becom-
ing more and more unhappy. 1 could
lind en.joyment neither in private ex-
ecises nor in public service-neither
anion- îny fellow complainers nor
otlierprofesýsors;-neitlierîn the churchi
nor iii the world. 1 sometimes said I
%vas lîappy, but I feltl wvas increasingly
miserable, and assureci mysel.f it wvas
the fauit of others, not my own.
"01Oh1 if 1 could but sec the christian
world retirn to its primitive purity;
or if I could only find some little su-
ciety ut' humble believers, with whoin
to observe Christ's simple ordinances,
andl witlh wîhom to bc a witness for
lus siiîuple truth, howv blessed I should
lbe !" So I thought, forgctting that
a lîauglav andi uncharitable spirit
woiuld inake nie niiseral)le under thie
inost f'avourable circumstances.

In this state of minci 1 continueci,
a is loti- as I coud finci professors
foolisli enougli to oppose or care for
miv censorious declamiation; but %vhien
thev let me alunie, 1 became a little
sobe(r &nd sulent. At the saine finie
miv conirades in the crusa-,de against
thie prufessing worlci, diflèred aniong
theniselves, andi c"inccd not the low-
licýt or lovclicst disposition towards
ecdi other : andi in their strife
ofl'endcd me. God also sent family
trouble to admionisli me. By tiiese


