ON BAPTISM.
(Continued frorm page 32.)
On Bagtism, s far as Parents are concernod.

BarTisy, besides being a symbol of the two fundamental doctrines of the’
Christian faith, is also a memorial of a most important event in the his-
tory of Grace. It isat present assumed, that Baptism holds in the New
Dispensation the same place which eircumeision held in the old ; that is,
it is a token, a rite commemorative, of that covenant of promise which
God made with Abraham,

That Covenant was not an act giving birth to a new netion merely, it
was an act giving being and form to a8 new community founded on &
grent religious principle. The language in which it runs is as follows.
+JI will make of thee a great nation”—**I will be a God to thee and to thy
seed afier thee, in their generations”~—In thee sha!l all the families of
the earth be blessed.” INow these promises that he should be the heir of
the world, were not made to Abraham, or to his seed, through the law,
but through the righteousness of faith. Rom. 10: 13. He was selected to
stand at the head of that dispensatiun, the characteristic of which is, thdt
ealvation is through the righteousness of faith. He was, Himself, a speci-
men of the sysfem, for he was justified by faithi- + He beli¢ved God end
it was counted to him for righteousness.” Rom. 4: 3. Such was the
true mature of the Abrahamic cavenant.

The Memorial—the token, that God made such a covenant, was to the
genersfions that followed, the rite of circumcission. ¢¢The token of my
covenant shall be in your flesh for an everlasting covenant’—It shall be s
token of the covenant betwixt me and you. Gen. 17: 11. Accordingly,
Abrahany received the sign of circumciscion, & seal of the righteonsness of
faith which he had, being yet uncircumcised, that he might be the father
of all them that befieved,—that rightecusness might be imputed tb them
also. Rom. 4: 11,

The giving of this covenant mmy be regarded as the foundation of the
whole system of grace: not inleed that it was the first act,~—for that is
to be found in the first promise,—Eut because of the greater clearness
anc distinctness with which the promise was then revealed ; because, an
actual separation of the church from the world was then effected, and:
because, special privileges were then given to them, it may be regarded
as the commencerient of that system which has been acted upon ever
since. The lexding feature of that system is that justification is by the
righteousness of faith. That is the everlasting character of the dispensa-
tion of Grace,

The Church is one. The various forms ander which the covenant of
grace has been administered have not been & succession of experiments,
each diverse from the .:.e that preceded it, but grddual developements
of the purpose formed i, the divinc mind from ctcrnity. In these several
dispensations there have been no essential alterations. The history of the



