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On Héqit#n, s far au Parents are concernel.'

B3APTISsiff besides being a symnbol of the two fundamental doctrines of the>
Christian faitb, is also, a metriorial of a most important Évent in the his-
tory of Grace. Ii is at' present assumed, that Bap:ismn holds in the New
Dispensation the same place which circumeision held in the old ; that is.
it is a token, a rite commemorative, of that covenant of promise which
Cod made with Abrahami.

That Covenant was flot an set giring birth to, a new nation merély, it
ivas an act giving being ani form to, a new community founded on a
grent religious principle. The langixage in which, it runs is as foilows.
fi vrill make of thee a great nation-"a I will be a Cod to theo and to thy
seed after ibee, in ther generation"- Ti thee shall ail the famulies of
the earth lie blessed." INow these promises that lie sliould lie thie heir of
the world, were flot made ta, Abrahami, or to Mis seed, through the iaw.
but through the righteousness of faith. Bomn. 10: 13. Fie was selected to
stand at the head of that dispensat-,n, the characteristie of which is, thdt
savation is through the righteousness of faith. H1e wvas, imiself, a speci-
men of the sysrem, for lie was justified by faitlv; "He beièved God end
it was counted to hinvi for righteousness." Rom. 4: 3. Stich ivas the
true nnture of' the Abrahamic: cov'enant.

The Nemorial-the token, that God made sucli a covenant ias ta the
generaions that followed, the rite of circunicission. "4The token of my
covenant shall be in your fleshi for an everlasting covenant -it shall le %
token d< the covenant betvrixt me and you. Gen. 17: Il. Accordingly.
Abrahaira received the sign of circuniciscion, a seai of the righteonsness of
faith whieh he fiad, being yet uncircumcised, that lie rnight lie the father
of ail them that believed,-hat rightcousness might lie imputedT tù thema
also. Rom-. 4; 11.

The giving of this covenant maiy lie regarded as the foundation of' the
wvho]e system, of grace .flot indeed that it tvas the first act,-for that is
ta lie found in the first promise,-Lut. because of the greater clearness
anc. distinctness with, which the promibe was then revealed; because, art
actuai separation of the church from the %yorld wvas then eflfecteul, and-
because, speciai priçilezes ivere then given to tbeni, it may lie regarded,
es the commencement of that system ivhich lias been acted upon ever
since. The reading feature of' that syaftem, ia thut justification is by the
righteousness of faitli. That la the everlasting cha-racter of the dispensa.
lion of Grace.

The Churcli is one. The various forma nnder niTich the cavenant of
grace has been acTmiriis!e.red bave not been a succession of experiments.
eacli diverse from the zxe that preceded it, but graduaid developemerits
of the purpose formod i.n the divine mind from c:crnity. Ta those sevcral
dispemations there have been no esscr.tial, alterations. The history fUc


