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iBretschneider's Probabilities concerningy the nature and origin of
the Gospels and Episties of John. This treatise- contains the germs
of the destructive criticism- wvhich have hiad such fruitful develop-
ment ever since. The \vriter asserts that the Gospel \vas not coin-
posed by John nor any other comipaniion of Jesus, but by somne one
who lived in the second Century and used traditions written or
unwvritten. It has a polemnie and apologretic purpose. Lt wvas
wvritten to refute the errors concerning Christianity wvhich were
propagated throughout the Christian %'orld by Jewvs sent from
J erusalem in the second cenitury. This accounts for the formn of
the dialogsue, foi- the dogrmatie argument, for the anti-J ewish rigour,
for the choice of mnaterial, for the omissions. After him camne

Stîass,~vho in183, publishied a life of Jesus wvhich produced a
panic in the theological xvorld. He hld that the Gospels are flot
historical, but a series of mythical narratives. There is no cert-ain
trace of them in their present formi until the second century. H is
,criticism wvas seenl to bc destructive of the Christian faith, thc>ugh
he hiad no suspicion that it would have this effect. Ris conviction
-%vas that thougrh the fori- of the Gospels were shown to l)c mvth-
ical, the truths w-hich they set forth i-e 1101e the less preclous anld
Divine. Then ai-ose one of the mnost profound iind learned theolo-
gians and critics of this century, F. C. Baur. He wvas griftecl with
inexhaustible inteflectual energy. Ris industry w-as amnazing. H-e
niace a minute study of the extant \v-itings of the second century
i-n oî-der to solve the problemn of the ol-igi f h e'Tstmn

books. H-e admitted the authenticity of none but the Epistles to
the Rom-ans, Coî-inthians and Galatians, and also the ApocalvFs..
He held that there wvere two par-tics in the early Church contending
for the supremnacy. The Jewish Christians mnaintained that ciî-cum-
cision wvas essential to salvation, and opposed to themi were those
who arguied that faith alone %vas necessary. Peter wvas the leader-
of the former, Paul of the latter. That suchi a conflict did rage and
impenil the pî-ogress and even the very existence of the Church is
clear fromn the Acts of the Aposties and the Epistie to the Galatians.
Somne of the books of the Newv Testament wveîe ivritten in suppor-t
of the Petrine party, somne in support of the Pauline party. Others
wvere composed for the purpose of conciliating the two factions.
The Gospel of John wvas wvritten ivith this end in viewv about i6o
A.D. Throuah its influence a reconciliation wvas at last effected.

180


