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Qur Indian Mission Schools.

THE late General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church appointed a
committee to confer with the Presi-
dent with reference to the order of
the government virtually prohibiting
teaching in English in our mis-
sion schools, The committee have
promptly discharged the duty as-
siened them.  The President desired
to “have submitted in writing such
changes as would beacceptable to the
Assembly.” This was done on a per-
sonal visit to Washington, and the
result is given by Dr. Thompson,
Moderator of the Assembly, in a let-
ter to Dr. Field of the Ewvangelist.
He writes :

% , ., . Ho [the President] gave us fall
hearing and promised an early consideration. I
have to-day received tho order in its new form,
and it will be gratifying to our caurch not only,
butto all the churches interested in this work,
10 know that the views of the committeo have
been fully met by the government,

“7The President expresses * the hope that the
conclusion reached, as embodied in the paper
herewith sent, will settle the tronblesome ques-
tion) Wo belteve it will. It conserves tho pol-
icy of tho government to give the Indians a
knowledgo of the English language as rapidly as
possible, and it restores to our missionaries their
justright to teach and preach to the Ingians in
‘tuetongue in which they were born.'™
ORDER REGULATING THE INSTRUCTION OF IN-

DIANS,

1. In government schools no text-books and
no oral fnstruction in the vernacular will be al-
lowed, but all text-books and instruction must
be in the English lunguage. No departure from
this rulo will be allowed, except when absolnte-
Iy necessary to rudimentary instruction i Eng-
lish, Butitis permitted to read from the Biblo
in the vernacular at the datly opening of school
when English i3 not understood by the pupils.

2. In schools whero Indian children are placed
under contract, or to which the government con-
tributes i any manner, the same rulo_shall be
observed in all secular jnstruction. Religious
instruction in the vernacular may be allowed in
such schools, both by the text-book and orally,
provided not more than onc-fourth of the time
1 devoted to such instruction.

3. In purely mission echools—that is, in echools
toward whoso support tho government contrib-
utes nothing—religions and other instruction
may bo conducted 1n the manner approved by
those who maintain the schools, provided that
one-half of the school hours shall bo employed in
ipstruction in English.

4. Only native Indian teachers will be permit-
trd to teach othorwise in uny Indian vernacular,
and the<o pative teachers will only bo allowed so

to teach fn schoola not supported in whole or in
Tart by the government, and where there aro no
x,:stl\'emmcnt- or contract schools whers English
taught. Theso native teachers are allowed to

teach in the vernacular only with a viow of
reaching those Indians who cannot have the ad-
vantige of instruction in English,

5. A theologlesl class of Indian young men,
supported wholly by mission funds, may be
trained in the vernacular at any missionary
school supported in whole or in part by mission-
ary societivs, the object being to prepare them
for the ministry, whose subrequent work shall
bo conflned to preaching unless they are cmploy-
ed as teachers in remoteo settlements where Eng-
1ish schools are inaccesxible.

6. These rules are not intended to prevent the

pogaession or nse by any Indian of the Bible,

published in the vernacular, but «uch po-session
or use shall not interfere with the teaching of
the English language to the estent and in the
manner hereinbetore directed.

Practically this settles the matter—
for the present, ThePresident ¢ fully
met the views of the committee.”
He could not have been expected to
do more. But we do marvel that
the committee wholly ignored the
PRINCIPLE involved in this whole
bungling and extraordinary maftter,
That is the chief offense; the appli-
cation of it is of secondary import-
ance. The government assumes the
RIGHT to regulate mission schools,
and exercises that right in this very
¢« Order.,” [Read 3d, 4th and &th
items.) ¢ May be conducted,” etc.
¢« A theological class of Indian young
men . . . may be trained,” etc.
Do we live under the Czar or uuder
the stars and stripes?

The committee should have struck
at the roof of the outrage, and insist-
ed on a repudiation of the principle
on which the government has issued
every one of its ¢Orders.” The
battle may have to be fought over
again. Mr. Atkins’ place is vacant
in the Indian Bureau, It is under-
stood that Mr. Upshaw secks the
place, and if he gets it trouble will
break out afresh. Herbert Welsh,
Esq., Secretary cf the Indian Rights
Association, says:

**The real control of the Indian Bareau since
the incomivg of the present administration has
not been so much in the hands of Secretary La-
mar, its distinguished nominal head, or Com-
missioner Atkins, as inthouso of Assistant-Com-
missioner Upshaw, a politician of the narrowest
type, whose devotion to tho spoils system of ap-
pointment has brought the gravest scundal upon
tho Indian servico.™

Sorry we are that when this im-



