
408 THE GOSPEL IN NOUTi ÂWICA.- [June

ranean, -were advancing in liberty, lu civilization, in educatieui, iu tIre kiiowl-
edge of science, and in the application of Christianity to life in ail ih
phases, so that the Chlristian religion lias virtually created our modern
Protestant kingdoms witli their world-wvide influence during ail those twelve
hundred years fromn the seventh century te, tire present time, tire ceuntries
lying to the south of the Mediterranean, thougli more favored by nature
than the others, began and continued that downward and retregrade course
'which Islam invariably brings. Those who have seen the social working
of Mohammedanismr are compelled to, testify tîrat everywhcrc it lias degrad.
ed woman and bliglîted the home. The testimeny of Stanley Lane Poole,
wvho often writes favorably of Mohammedanism, is : " As a social systemi
Islam is a comnplete failure. By degrading woman it lias degraded ecd
successive generation of thleir chuldren down an increasingr seule of infamy
and corruption, uintil it seems almost impossible to reacli a lower level of
vice." Wlieii tîjis indictineit eau be brouglit and proved against any sys.
tem, tire sooner tiiat system is swept out of existence the better for the
world.

The state of religion iu Algeria is qiaite unique. Tire are no fewer
tlîan four establishied or State.paid formns of worship-namely, the Roman
Catholic, the Protestant, tire Jewish, axid the Moliainmedan. Surely sucli
a state of tlîings stands self-condenined. Thre Gospel is flot advanîced by
sucir niethiods --lon tali auxcilio, n2ec defensoribus istis. Tire religion of the
Lord Jesus Christ needs no sucîr props. Its ewn inherent strcugtli is the
strength of Ged ; aud iu tlîat divine strengtlr it pulls down ail tire strong-
liolds of sin and ignorance, of ivickcd social custoîins and vice. It is miglîty
iu itself, and iieeds no sucîr State alliance as is found in Algiers.

Iu the museum lu Algiers there is tIre plaster cat of au Arab uamed
Geronimo, and lis Iistory is a very iuteresting one. Iu tIre year 1569
Gerouimo, wlîo hiad hecome a professing Chrristian, w'as takeî prisouier
along wvith some Spailiards ; tlîe w'hole party Nvere carried to Aigiers.
Stroug efforts wvere made to iuduce Geronimo to returii to, Molianimiedan-
ismn, but in vain, le was accordiîigly condernned te death, and sentcnced
te be thrrewi alive, jute a uieuld iii whidh a block of concrete ivas about to
be muade. After they liad tied ]lis feet and lîands with cords tlrey laid
him, face downward, jute tire concrete, and covered up the living mnan
with more of tirat inaterial. The block was built into the wall of a fort
thon ini course of erectien. After tire Frenchi took possession of Algiers,
in 1830, mnany of the lieuses were puiled down, and aniong other buildinigs
this fort was demolished. In course of tIre process of demehition the skele-
ton cf Geronimno was feuud iu eue of the block~s of concrete. The bones
were carefully removcd and re-interrcd. Liquid plaster of Paris vas run
into the unould left by ]lis body. Iu tis way a perfect niedel of it was
obtained, sliewiug net only the gourerai sbape of tire body, but even iris
features. [lis bauds are seenl ticd belliid Iris back ; tire cord wlnich binids
tIre lIands is there teo, and even the texture cf Iris cletliug iuay be made out.


