
A 1O LANOVAGER Or NYAIRA-LAND IN TR'T..'TION TO O'OT>'Sq WORDn.rN cn(

gngces an 3dile.ots. Douibticss tijis lq «a diffleulty, buit by nomeu
-in insuirinoiztabie one. Eacli year diinîjuislhes the difficulty. Witt .11,
mnen at wvork ou ail sides and puishing toward a central point, the field seenis9
to eontract and the ntîmber to lessen, as inereased ik-nowledge reveals iwli;st
iliese languages are and to ;vlmat otbers tliey are iclated.

.AIl the languages of Africa fali into certain families or groups, eneli
groinp liaving certain marks common te each individual in the groiip.

In the present paper one of these groups calis for rcmark-viz., the
l3antii grouip. iionglly, -%vitli a few exceptions, the anguiages spokeu over
the southiern liaif of Africa bleong to titis family. In 811 these, the %y.-)rd

Bautui," or sonie forni of it, signifies " people ;" and se the c word 'q
taken to ive name to thiat famiiy of lauguiages. We are not concerued witl
ail flhe los languagres aud 55 dialeets in titis group. Confining our attention
to tlie languages of Nyasa-land, wev find tliey occuipy a place ini tlie eastern
brindi and ia the southiern stib-branchi. It i3 not diffleuit ini this iwav, to
go over tihe wvho1e of Africa, since ail tisat, is lcuown of thiese langrua'
lias been thuns workcd into a clear and scientific plan by Cua.t, who wroull
not, like, Druimmond, speak of 1' iniintelliie" languiages.

In tlie ]ocality of these laugniages the two Scottisi xnissions-.i:niyre
and Livingstonia-and thse tTniversgities' Mission, are -%ork-ing.. TuI~5
wlît'n the Living.stonia Mission began work on Lake NL\yasa, there ivere

oriy a few words of thîe langutage known. ItV w.-s net known wlmnt the L1jk
languiages wcre. At prescrnt ive kuow that ins the territory of the Liàjuf.
stonia Mission thiere are six in urne ; la Blantyre territory there are two ; Rad
iu connection wvitls the IUniversities' Mission thero are two. One] lan~

isc mion to ail the missions ; and wev linve therefore seven separate Ian.
guiages to decal with ln Nyasaland. In tliese thero are nowv about tliirtr
separate puiblications, rangingr fromn an edition of thse N"ew Testanment down
te a seliooi primer. For sudsl a record of progress we owe lieatu jtlisuis ta
God for lielp and suiccess.

While thse lingîsiistie work of earli iss-,ion i% rigyitly reporte l' I)vts o
soricty, the %work is a common work, ini wliich ail at hiomle and ahiroul %Iiniil
liear a part. Lct uis now procceil te specify whatw~e knowv of the lanjguýtS
of Nyasa-iantd. 0f sonse -,e know more tîsan of others, and we n,
therefore, notice

1. Lk-s-rkoa rq OFc NVICru KSOWXDG IS PRFJITr,.

(1) NVyasja.-TIiis isthie ist important langage lu Nyasa-land. IL i,
s;pnl-,n iu ail the district of Living tonina, the N'ko<ncie district at thei jiea ni
L.ake Nysaexcepte.d. Tt iS ut present ant -,viii doubiticas continue ta lrý

tue trade in g of thse Nyasa regin. It not oniy covers a geterxrris,
l'ut rezzcies a large! poplation tians ahy othier la1-,ý langunage. By' m=sa
0-' it wve have talked mir wav froiu Bandawe on Lake Ny.i-a ta Qiinaimne
on Ilir enat.

Ail tihe tril'csn the westerit sisre of NyaEa froin B:sndnwe sntliwd


