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turned soutlîward, fullowing Magellan and De Gama. In 1.577-U7 Drak~e
mnade thec circuit of the globe via Cape Eorm, traversing the East Iýndian
Archipel'ago suad the Indian Ocean ; Stephens penetrated the region of flue
Spice Islands, 1.519-82 by way of the Cape of Good Hope, andi Cavendish
followcd in 1.586. The British East India Company -%vas fr ,med in 1590,-
16003 undera charter gfiven by Kirng ilIaTII., and -at once sent ont the
first of a longr succession of fleets to trade and to llght, as wvell as to fourni
colonies. Almost a century fol'owed of warfare wvith the Duteli for a share
of the islai. is and of the traflin lu loves. cinnamon, and pepper. In 161-6) a
lodginent was nmade in 11ndia at Surat, whose significance for B3ritish do-
mninion atid for the spread of the Gospel did mlot iu the least appear until
generatious had passed. Duiringail these year. Bng]ish Christiaus did noth-
ingr wliatever for the introduction of the Grospel into Southern Ais, and
even though in thxe charter of their igreat Comnpany it was expressly Te-
quired that a plentiful supply of chlaplains bc maintaiued at ail ftic stations,

andit aszuae cblgatory upon thesa to learu the lauage, and to give
religiýons instruction to at least sucli of thoe natives ws were in the Conxpauy's
erflp]oy.

And, in trutlî, the chlurches were kept busy at hime withi vital struggles
over ki*ngcraft. and episcopacy, or in behiaif of sacred liberty both civil and.
religlous. And vwhat slight stock of evangeliziiugt ferror they possesscd ias
expended upon flhc colonies lu the New World.

lu tLe l'istorv of modern missions Jamestown and Plymouth ivili always
rernain irords to conjure -%vitb, and thec dates 107 and -16'20 wvill rankz with
thIe feir wlîich mark the beginningr of eras, since they stand for the imomen-
tous fouudlingr of this great Christian nation, ln ail flic carly voyages to
Ainerica undkr the lead of Raleighi and otlxere, the conversion of thec abo-
rigies rcccived a mention. *Upon the seal of the Massachusetts colour

-was reprcse-ited an Indian irith exteudcd, airus, ana the niotto, ,"Couc
over sud elp uç."' As carly as 1636 Plyiuth tooklegisiative action look-
ing to the salviation of flle pagans living near liv. Tn 1644 th -General (0'uurt
at Boston orde. ed the couuty courts ' to have the reident ludiaus. iu-
structed in the ku-owlcdgc aud worship, of G-od," and thus becanie, in the
phrse of a cnnipetent histor.an-, '« the fi-st mnissionarv soieky of Prot-estant
Chiristeiidqni. " Tn 1 C42 flic Maçhews beg n their apostolie labors upon
Mai-fliu's Vinevard and neighiboringlç islauds, sud lu i 640 Eliot Precced lais
fi-at sernion te-, flie rer mnen lnu their own tonn~e su 63 he liad pull-

lished ]lis Indisu Bil1e- Bv the endi of flue century se.veral lucausauds 1usdi
become Chiri.qtian in naine, aud thuirt.- c-huurlias ]lad been gathercd. It iras
lu order to aid flue Newr En.gl.-md colonigts in thiese .lborsof love thiat twelve
ininisters petitined Parliament, and «t% a result, in 10649, theic3,iciety for ther
Proliagration of the Gas.pel iu Xe\'w England Nras churtered. aud for v'rs
,%ulstantial fia%1 urcor iras 'estowrd. Tiiere vem a fé-V Engliihuutru
of eminenc-e, iu thiat generation, of flic spirit aud dceds of Rolbert Beîyle,
who fcr thirtyv years iras president of this encirtv, -i cnutriuteri £t


