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THE DUTY OF CHRISTENDOM TO THE JEWS,

. BY REV. F. F. ELLINWOOD, D.D., NEW YORK.

That most intelligent and devoted friend of missions, Robert N,
Cust, LL. D., of Loudon, has published recently in the Church Mis-
sionary Intelligencer, an able article on the changing phases of the
non-Christian religions, in which occurs an interesting monograph on
«Neo Judaism.” Dr. Cust is 2 member, not only of the Adminis-
trative Committee of the Church Missionary Society, but also of the
TLondon Missionary Society to the Jews, and he is equally qualified to
speak of the operations and the successes of both. More than this,
he is 2 man who thoroughly acquaints himself with the character
of those systems which he hopes to see displaced by the Gospel of
Christ. He confesses that great success has not as yet crowned the
efforts of Christian missionaries among the Jews, either in London or
in the cities of the Continent and of northern Africa. But he is none
the less certain as to the duty of the Christian Church. e states
that the Jews now number not less than 7,000,000, and are, therefore,
s much more numerous people than were ruled over by David or
Solomon—more numerous, in fact, than Palestine could possibly have
supported.

If Dr. Custis correct in this estimate—and he seldom errs inmatters
of fact—the return to the Holy Land must be hastened, or it can only
be re ocupied by representation. For what race, unless it be the
American Negro, increases 50 rapidly as the Hebrew ? Wherever the
environment is favorable, and he has an equal chance with others, the
Jew is the muost thrifty of men, not only in money-getting but in the
number and healthfuluess of his children. Where the native American
imagines that he cannot afford to marry, and must be satisfied with
the “club® instead of a home, the Jew rears a prosperous family, and

- in the end endows them with wealth.
That the Hebrew race have suffered great persecution during the
past centuries, must be confessed to the shame of the Christian
" Charch. They have found in Europe as well as Africa and western
Asia, another and much longer Babylonish captivity. But that this
has been wholly due to religious prejudice cannot be affirmed. The
tone and implication of Shakespeare’s “Merchant of Venice” must



