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A MYSTERY EXPLAINED.

(FOVNOKI) ON FACT.)

It was Clîristinas Eve, the wintry wind wasL
nioaning tlîroughi the trc tops, and everything
as far as the oye could sec wns 'white with snow;
it was a veritable old-faolhionied winter evening.

The air wvas chilling in the extrcnie to one who
liad not talien t1îc precaution to wrap birnieif up
against the cold, but none e l bs brighitly for
tlîis bunod the log lire ini the open fire.î>lace iii
an ol<l stone muansion whiclh, ivy.grown and gray
with years, biad for liaIf a century bid defiauce to
the ravages of time.

Titis bouse, whichi bia( becti for twenty years
or more the abode of the family '.Montagne, %vas
repuited to bo lîaunted, and on certain niglits iu
the year and undcr certain conditions of weather
it was avcrred fliat strange sighits were to he acon
and itwfttl sounds hecard. W'hatcver trutbi ilîre
rnay ]lave beeni in these sayings tlic old bouse
liad undoubtedly many peculiar features which
niay have givcn rise to thein, for iii a long cor-
ridor, separated froni thc rernaitider of the build-
ing by a massive oaken door, which bore enougbi
boits and bars for a prison, suuk deep ini the
well-worn floor was an iron ring which lifted a
large trap-door disclosiîîg a square vault somte
twelvc feet ini deptht 'ith stone walle. About
this place centrod many of tie atonies. The
author remenibers going onc eveniug accom-
panied by a. dog and lifting up the trap; the dog
lookecd ini, gave vent to a long and mourtiful bowl
and quickly retreated.

But to returu to the firc-placc, at wbich were
seated the mistress olthe bouse, Mis. 'Montague,
aîîd ber daugliter Eva. The line was burning
low upon tle lhoarth, and tlic bauds of the dock
poiuted to, 10.30, wben willi noiscless stop entercd
tlic servant, with terron dcpicted ont ber face.
"'O01, Miss EMvailse said, ",as I was woring ll
the kitchen near the window, I board gliost
voices talking to one another, &lud it muet be the
ones as everyone says cones (rom that. deep hole
under tlic trap-door in the corridor." Eva Mon-
tague, lierscif iu no wise given to superstition,
e,îdeavorod to aliay tli fears of Uic terrified girl,
and on ber earnest cntreaty entered flic kitcheti
in company vitti lier and proeeedcd to the corner
she bad referred to. Here to hcr extreine aiaze-

nment alto heard sueli fragments of sentences as
tiiese in roug> rnn's voices: "«Qiet there . .
softly . . . biaud it to nie now . .. thiat ouglit
to fix 'cmi; " fol lowed by a liendisl sort of liugli.
Struck dunib with terror, tbe two lookcd at one
atiotiier, with faces white as a alîcet.

For sorne tinte îiot al Word was spuken. Trien
slowly and féarfully tlîey began to look arouind for
the cause of the souinds. Thcy explorcxd oecry
corner of the roomu, but iii timat corner 01113 by
the window wlîicli ledl inito the corridoïcould thc3'
hear tiieni plainly. Vieon iito, the corridor thecy
went. and sliuddering lifted tlic lieavy trap-door.
Faintly tbcy lîcard flic voices, aud-a crasi--
with a seant front the servant, the ponileroiîs
tnap fell thundcriug shut, awakening the echoes
tlînoughi the old liouse-but no, it wvas but ant
illusion of overstrained nervos, for she ilcuglît
slle bad lî<pari cliains rattling. Still-was it ait
illusion ? Faimtly, very faiîîtly as yet, they
began to licar a sound, as of lîetvy clbains beiîig
dragged over tlie floor. Suddcîmly an idea secined
ko atnike Eva, and lier face resunied its natural,
colour. "'Corne witlî nue down into the ecilar,"
said file, "'anda WC will soon fiîmd tlîe cause of aIl,
fuiis." Trcînbliug in evcry limb the tcrrilied
servant followed lier tlîrougli the corridor, and
clown thc steps whicb led to tflic elar. Here tlîe
sounlds became bouder, lotiden stili as tlic> >ieared
tlie corner wbere tue water pipes passed tlirough
the rooin, and now mingled. with the voices tliey
began ko licar the tai), tap, 1ap, tlîrc ties re-
peated, wliich is so often associated wvith gliostly
visitations. Tien Eva steppcd forward and

1ilaced lier car near ko the pipe; stili plainer grew
tlic sounids. liere thon nt last Nxas tue solution
of the mysteny. Owing to, tlîe intense cold the
water-pipes liait frozeui and acted as a sort of
teleplione ko coîîvcy the voicc.s of soine persons
ini a cellar about liall a blý>ck away tryiîîg ko
tliaw out tlic pipes ; tlic tap was finit of a liaininer
on tlie pipes, aud the ",Haud it to tue nov,"
turned ont ko refer ko a kettle of boiling watcr.

Ileassured, the ivo remnotiîîted tlic st@ira, alld
betook tiiuselvea ko tiîcir appartrnenta. But
the amanmt hîowever still retsined liall a behief
tinît the voices vere gliostly, and took the maliost
opportuuity of loaisig, dleclitring tlîat alto would
not Stay in a bouse that Vas hlintod olic day
inore titan elle coula belp. C. 1). CunrroNiu.


