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character. His firnc3s in this respect knew no fluctuations, rexuainl-
ing like a wallzd city impregîiable to ail hssaults. Devoted and
heroic, lie iF. capable of eînbracing a cause an& reniaining attached
to it, iu face of trouble or failure. Mis devotion to lii~ country leads
Ihlmi to irlteTrupt bis studies anxd c!îosen pursuits, and plunge into
the life of politics in order to defeild its qivil and religions liberty.
Impulses are often noble and generouis, yet they cannlot be trusted;
but a Iixed deternihiation like this acconipanied by a lofty. idea)l
must resuit iii a noble life. Milton passes beyo1id narrow sectarian-
isîn, and in soine respects approaches the characteristics of tne Cav-
alier palty. Rie is passionately fond of nîany tLiri.-.gs hated by the
Puritans such as poetry, philosophy and the fine arts. Music es-
pecip.ly wvas lus ",darliug deliglit." The P iritaii conception of nx;%n
dlisdr-,intd ail outwvard attractions and involvt-1 hinui in steruiness and
glooîn; but cu1ýure and refinemient are necesý ary to the fullest type

of Miltou's ideal.
Passing frozu MýiltG-:fs life to bis writings, we flnd that luis ideals

are clearly nzirrored here. The rnost cursory sugrvey of even the ý1itles
pf these wvorks. shows the deep verieration for religion and mnorality,
vhich we have already iiientioned as possessed by Milton, and as
forzning the zuiost striking eleuient iu luis ideal. L'Allegro and il
Penser so represent two muen of wvidely different views of life. The
one is gay and light-hearted, the other thoughtfnl and retirig,
thouglu by no neaus saud. 0f the former iMilton expresses doubts
as to its satisfyitug nature; but it s flot so of the latter, wuich
doubtless more clearly represents luis ideal-a lite spent in sober con-
tenuplation, ini the pursuit of poetry and mnusic. So passionate is
luis love for liberty that, in Lycidas, iii the iiiidst of luis mnourning
for bis friend, hie turusb aside to inveigli against those 1 blind zuouths"'
thvat intrude upon the liberties of the Chnrch. The praises of tern-
perance and virtue are sang in Cornus. Hiý3 writings reflect the
ideal chivglry of Spencer, but with Milton, a pleâge is not neces-
sary to a life, wvhich shouild spring fronu religion and purity. As
teiuperauce and virtue are the ideals of these early poerns, so liberty
is the ideal of his prose writings.

But turJnÀg from these scattered allusions, let us examine tie
hero of the great epic Paradise Lost, as illustrative of Miltou's ideal.
In Adain sbould be fonnd those marks of perfection and stainlessness.
Nvhich onglut to characterize an idral. H-e is intendtd to reprcsent
maai ri"rfect and si iless. Look at Izini fresh froni the lzand of the

Creatcx, 0f nobler shape, erect and taîl,
God-like erect, wvith native lionour clad
Iu native xniajesty"

"for in lus looks divine,
The image of bis glorions MUaker shonle,
Truth, Wisdonzi, Sancettcude, severe

and pure."


