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Protection.

It the question were asked, what is the chief difference between
State of harbarism and that of civilization ? the proper answer

Legislative

Wo,

n, "ld. seem to be, that in the latter, society is proteeted against the

hl:lcuy and selfishness of individuals. In a condition of barbarism
ry

00e does what seemeth good in hi
. :geer:edr by the s!udent 0(’. histery, that except in the very lowest
“‘m:n?] savage life, -thcrc is C\:Cll among ha.rhnrians an unwritlen
iVilizv e.dgmcnt of n.ghls that is not to be violated with impunity.
*“Zation unfolds itsell in the recognition and enforcement of
“c;i':, l‘ighfs. lgnormlc.e and weakness are defended against the
'Bllons of the cunning and the strong. Law, issuing from an

i ;"'ﬂl.ive source, is supposed to be the cxpression of a nation's
ven’t 0'['.(]' in cvery case presupposes the possibility of an infringe~
‘uman rights.  The law itsclf, in consequence of ths ignor-

foce 21d shortsightedness of both rulers and ruled, has often been
ﬂ.’- variance with the first principles and undoubted rights of
c::'l:'“t.y, and since error cannot perpetuate itself, there will arise
’ Ntions and struggles for the restoration of powers or privileges
Which the many or the few may have been deprived. In due
e 7 80d when the highest. state of civilization shall have been at-
4, there will be an adjustment of conflicting views and claims,

s own eyes; yet it will he

Ry

. en will be the ccign of temperance and peace. We may be
w off from this i, py epoch in the progress of humanity, but thrre
N "ever a period in the history ¢f man when more generous and

“Matic cfforts were mude to remedy existing evils and correct
feoy $TT0r3 of former times. It is felt, howe ver, that evils transmitted
.. Ormer generations, and which have come to us robed in the
"Ments of venerable legislation, are hard to remove. e are
"""g to question the wisdom of our ancestors. We are shy of
| eI]u:“ions, because they hnve been accompanied with"destructive
& Pts. The cleansing of the statute book from gross mistakes is
.eq:':’"ed 2 questionable undertaking, because the effects and con.
'€ of error are not fully felt, or they have been mitigated by

“nVli
fevg)

By,
to, r.m' elements of moral force, or in the lapse of time and by a
oy ""f‘ion of circumstances they have become inwoven with alj
ti.,n ab'f‘ and associations, so that an evil effec t is nol seen in rela-
O its ¢ause, or, what is really a sad state of things, reason
'o approve what religion disavows.  Considering these things,
"0l surpriscd at the mode of argument pursucd by those .
"¢ opposed to legislation against the liquor traffic. Itis qui!e‘
A some of them have been brought up in a part of the coun- -
Jive ::e Atmosphere is terribly tainted. They have contrived to
e Lo ) . . .
“here ‘he’y‘;,nd lhhcyrnn:gmc lhd". nob(?dy nc.ul be a.l"r'nld of dl&(fase'
(] with 0 reathe r.ec ¥s whe.re.xs a discerning ph.ysu:ufn, qul.j:I'll'lb
ive ¢ whole science of life, will pronounce it an impossibitity :
Mg or perpetuate a healthy race in the midst of so much
e ()“r"d noxious effluvia. Our present license laws are xh‘ej
‘Morul malania to our country. This cannot be doubled. .
g ‘:v Usglf is appoeed to human rights, and originates innumer-‘g
iy, . "E8. On our mind there resls no doubt as to what a Can-
thag m;ogi‘lﬂlllrc should do ot its very next session. e regret '
Brigy Y of our countrymen should waver on this subject.  We are
ng pr &t Apologies for luws that cat out the very life of progress ‘
oy “%perity. We are mortified that there should be in some quar-
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quibbling at the details of a proposed law, which

not abundance of legislation in which is embodicd p

recisely the same !
principle 7 Are not the details of these very laws quite as arbitrary
as the most hot headed moral reformer ever dreamed of 7 Is civil-
Or are its proposed advocates to allow the
life to be choked out of it by unjust and oppressive acts, anthoriz-
ed, it is true—but not less immoral on that account 7 Fine friends
of freedom are those, who at this time of day, aver that if our
present license laws were understood—we should hear no more
about the Maine law.””  The people of Uppr+ Canada have a much
better law than those of Lower Canada, (' wdidly, we believe they
understood it—yet every county in Upper Cuiada will petition for
the Maine Law. In Lower Canada less must not be done.

Be it remembered that prohibitory legislation in reference to the
liquor business is no novelty.  The majority are now prohibjted
from engnging 1 it. A commiltee of the British -House of Com-
mons in 1334, recommended ““absolute prohibition> The Report
of that Commitiee in full is now before us. The evils of intemper-
anco are fully shown therein.  We give an extract or two on the
remedies to be spplied, and earncstly entreat all parties to give them
an attentive perusal. We number the paragraphs as they are in the
report.

21. ““That the remedies to be applied to the cure of evils so
deeply rooted, so long eslablished, so widely spread, and so strong-
ly supported by selfish indulgence, ignorance, prejudice, custom and |
pecuniary interests, nre twofold—first, legis'ative ; and secondly, |
moral 5 and these again divide themselves into immediate and pros.

ective.”?

P 22 “Thsl’ the right to exercise legislative intedference for the
correction of any cvil which affects the common weal cannot be
questioned, without dissolving society into its primitive elements,
and going back from the combiued and co-operative state of civili-
zatjon, with all its wholesome and lawfully-inposed restraints, to
the isolated and lawless condition of savage and solitary nature.”

23.  That the putoer to apply correction by legislative means
cannot be doubted, without supposing the sober, the intelligent,
the just and the moral portion of the community unable to control
excesses of the ignorant and disorderly, which would be to declare :
our incapacity fo maintain the first principles of Government by
insuring the public safety.”

24. ““ That the sound policy of applying legiclative power to di-
rect, restrain, or punish, as the cases may require, the vicious and
contaminating propensitics of the evil-disposerd, cannot be disputed,
without invalidating the right of zovernment to protect the innocent
from the violence of the guilty, which would in effect declare all
government to be uscless, and all lawlul authority to be without any
intelligent ohjcet or end,—an admission that would undermine the
very first principles of socicty .

From among various suzgestions urder the head of * Immediate
Remedies, Legislative and Moral,” we subjoin the following : —

40. * The encouragement of temperance socielies in every lown
eud village of the kingdom ; the enly bond of association being a
voluntary enzagement to abstain from the usc of ardent spirits as a
customary drink, aud to discourage, by precent and example, all ha-
bits of intemperauce in themselves und others.” -

41. ““The diffusion of sound information as Lo the exteusive evils
produced to individuals ard to the State, by the use of any beverage
that lestroys the health, cripples the industry, and poisons the nor-
ale of its vietims.” . .

4. ““ A national system of cducation whi:h should insure the
means of instruction to all ranks and clasc.s of the people, and
which, in addition to the various branches of requisite and appro-
priate kuowledge, should embrace as an essentisl part of the in-
struction given by it to every ehild in the kingd.m, accurate informa-
tion as to the poisonous and invariably delclc o nature of ardent |
#pirits as an article of dietin any form or shay . -1 the inculcation
of a sense of shamce at the crime of volunterily deslroying, or
thoughtlessly obscuring that facupy of ,reascninm, and that con-
sciousness of responsibility, which chiefly disting.:ishes man from
the brute. and which his Almiglty Maker, When b ereated him in

“‘en lha\f Dugatory and totally ineffectual without such details. Is

\“*“Chiask altogether unheard of before 7 Have we

. his own image, implanied in the human race to ¢ livate, to im-
. prove, and to refine,~and not to corrupt, to Lrutalie, and to de-
stroy.” . P
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