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in one word,for the many counteracting
circumstances which prevent the ten-
dencies of sin from npemng mto
their full and bitter fruits—even kere the
1ot of the wicked would be intolerable;
and all amongst. us in whom sin is the
reigning tyrant, would be forced from
bitter experience to acknowledge that
it was the dominion of suffering, and
sorrow, aml vexation of spint. Asit
12, every uct of present sin 1s an addi-
tinn to the store of future misery: eve-
ry iastance of wilful disobedience to
God is receding a step farther from
Him the true centre of happiness,  Itis
astrengthening of the barrier of sepa-
ration; and by weakening the scnse of
morsl obligzation, scars the conscience,
confirming the dominion of evil lusts,
and banishing the last remnants of ex-
piring virtue and holiness, urmes us for-
ward to that ultimate point of depravity
which causes the Spint of God to take
his final departure from us,and consum-
mates our alliance with the tenants of
hell.  And when we sec somany around
us who sin with a ligh hand and un-
blushing brow; so many whom no ob-
stacles can arrest, no mcans subdue,
whom neither the ministry of the word,
nor the dispensations of Providence,
nor the strivings of the Spirit, nor the
remonstrances of their own conscicnces,
have been able to arouse~who, on the
contrary have, like the ground often
trodden, becoine more and mnore harden-
ed, till the truths which could once awe
even them, are now profancly despised—
have we not before us m them living
examples of hell not wmerely begun an
earth, but of fearful progress tuwards
tte consummation! Of all who arc in
tins melancholy hopeless state, we may
eay with the apostle that they  are
¢ nigh unto cursing.”

To be conunue .
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The following melancholy picture ol
the effects of the present commercial
difficulties npon the funds of the AMEk-
ican Home Missionany Socuity,” und
consequently on the comfort of the mn-
isters and missionaries depending upot:
them, is given in a late number of the
New York Observer. The object of
this Society is to assist small congre-
gations throughout the United State-
m maintaining their ministers. Then
are at present ypwards of 500 minister.
and missionarics to whom it grants pe-
cuniary aid:~—

The Committee have been compelle:
to notify the Missionaries of the exising
cmbarrassments, and to request them o
withkold thar drafis on the treasury 1o
the present, and pledging our effurts £y
their payment at the carhest practicabk
moment.  In taking this step, the Com-
mittee had no allernative.  'f'o suffer the
drafls to come m when the meansof mees
ing them were wanting, would be to adit
1o the hitterness of dxs:\l\po‘mm\cm the
dishonour of @ protest  The letter <o
veyving thix decision has now, probahly,
reached every corner of the land, and
Emducmg it athicung though unavoida-

le resulis 1 many a worthy famly oi
the selt'denying ministry of our feeh!
and frontier churches. Sotee of thew
have written :n reply, detailing the cm-

20Of the miscinnanies and agzents employed
the Society , inclhbug ~eventeen m Fraoee, 5i-
were i eoyamissiott at the cutnsuencement of the
ycar, a large proportion of whom have been re
appointed and e still i the service ot the sade-
1y, and 252 appamtivents have been made, wnk
shg the w hole uumber duded withun the year, in-
etuding tsent -four 1n France, under the eare ot
the Faangeheal Socieues of Pans and Geneva,
“10, wlirh s anoanriease WUty -cight laborci ~
heyaud the number employed during the previons
year, Of those. o0 are setuesd s pastors, or ¢nt-
i-lu\rvl ax stated supphe<an single congregation
and 191 extend their labors, cither as pastors el
staredl supplies. tn tan or three congregaiion
eacl, and twenty -faur, including agents, are cm-
ploy ed on larger fields,
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