
T19E PRACTiOAL BEE-KEEPER.,

ADVIOE TO BEGINNERS.

DANIEL STErILT.

Advice of any kinci lias generally to, be
taken "«cum grano salis," or at least with
something to makze it palatable, and youug
bee.kcepers may console theinselves with the
fact that the something palatabie is gener-
aliy a natural sequence of succcssfu I bec-
keeping.

AnvicPn No. 1 -Do not go into bee-keep-
ing under the impression that it is a lazy
man's job; that ail you have to do is to get
the bees and they wvill work for nothing and
board thierselves. They woit do tbut
will require your attention as mnuch as your
horse, pet fowls, etc.

You must cuitivate a liking for these iii-
teresting littie animais, and'show no fear
when you enter the bee-yard. It is a mat-
ter of fact that the more one is afraid of be-
ing stung the more lie is stung, and vice
versa. A vei, such as you can purchase
froin any supply dealer, is a neccssity for the
novice, and enables him to summon up the
neccssary courage. If you are stung on the
hands whiie working it wiil not improve
matters to use strong language and fling
things round with an insane desire to ftet
even. No, quictly remove the sting %y
brushing it off, or carefully placing a knfe
biade under it aiid thus puliing it ont. B3e
careful, however, not to squeezt~ the part, as
the venom is thus discharged into the ftesh
and a bad swelling ensues. If the pain is
very severe a littie common sait, moistened,
and applied to the wound, will give relief.

ADvIcE No. 9- -Supply yourself with some
good practicai. work, or.works on apiculture,
and one or more bec journals Tisn. PRAC'rI-
c&L. BE.-KEFEPR for one. I know no better
book for a novice than "The A, B, C of Bec
Culture," by A. I. Root, which. you can ob-
tain fromn almost any dealer in bee-keeper's
supplies.

So mucli for the theoreticai. The practi-
cal part will be the harder of the two, but
vastly more interesting for you. If there is
an cstablishcd apiarist near you it will pay
you to visit hlm, and get a few hints.

You should start your yard with about
three colonies, and these Italians, as la my
,opinion they are easier liandled than the
others and equally as good, if not better, as
workers. If, however, you have black bees
yon can give them Italian quecas, which you
can purchase from your dealer and introduce
ini the foliowing manner : « LIay the cage -
.8fter prying off the cover under the enamuel
eloth dr-'quit; o n top of-the"-fz:anies directly
-over the cl *et-I the weathevin'eot* ii-.
..sert the cagiýée *theframàes in the elus-

ter. In 24 or 48 hiours, by means of the op-
ening to the candy at one end, the bees will
eat througli the candy and be ready to ac-
cept the quceei. Uniess the queca. appears
feeble do not e;,araine again for twenty-four
hours. If she is not rcaleased and in good
condition close the hive agaîn. The becs
xviiI shortly release lier. The Point is, the
becs shîould reicase the queen themseives.
This method gives general satisfaction, but
there are others equally as good, and under
certain circumstances, pcrhaps better. I
strongly recommend the (love-taiied hive,
which takes the standard frame, and is sin-
pie in construction, with square joints which
make it convexîlent to, tier up. It wiil pay
you to get the best at starting, as a poorly
constructed hive will be a source of trouble
later ou. Yoîî wili aiso ircquire a smoker, as
it is a difficuit inatter to get along withoiît
them. Again, do not î'un to the otiier ex-
treme and instead of niegiecting your becs,
pester the life out~ of them by constant ob-
servation. Having donc your part you mnay
depcnd upon the becs to do theirs faithfuily
and weli.

(To be contixiued.)

0F GENERAL INTEBREST.

-T. C. Keliey relate in the Americain
Bec Sournai that hie neyer loses a swarm if
the sun is shining brightly at t'-e moment of
their icaving. 11e uses a irnirror of average
size to reflect the sun's rays on the spot
where the bies are the most numerous. For
tliree vears a swarmn commenccd to setsle
on the top of au clm about 50) feet high.
H1e diiected the sun's raX<s above and the
becs ieft the sp)ot, descended, and bunchcd
on a littlc bush about six feet from the
ground. This process lias been reconnmrend-
cd for years by a Germaxi apicitlturist, X.
BarnaQ-k, and is always enxployed -with
succens.

Daniel Stewart, of Tilbury North, wvill
clear between $400 and $500 from his honcey
this year.

The followlng plants are found to yield
ioney in greater or 1lm abundance. They
are namcd in the order of their maturity.
The wliows of several species, the silver and
red maples, the aspen popiar, the dandelion
and strawbcrry, the biossoms of fruit trees,
locust, the clovers, the raspberry, basswood
and buckwheat. The last four are the most,
important to the apiari8t. Later on in the

.eo,, tuei.-otherwor-t, figwort, teas-el,
S'aeef, usyes -nxrt weeds and goldenl

rods a ïe ý1o-viitei by ilie bec.


