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ycar 1859 tlie asccnding numbers of aggregate income bave been the follewing :
1849, £150,000; 1850, £156,000; 1851. £15'7,000; 1852, £161,000; 1853, no
report: 1854. no report; 1855, nuo report ; 1856, £161,134; 1857, £162.200;
1858, £195,053 ; 1859, £192,461 ; 1860, £1 97,780. In 1853, by the stimulus of
the Indiati Mission and thec Liquidation movement, the increase rose by a bound
£27,000 beyond that of nny previonts year; and by the Debt Extinction movement,
znainly, the £27,000 of inerease is raised tu upiwards uf £3201>. The fact, how-
ever, which carrnes in its bosoni mue than aniy otiier, a liopeftil and happy future
is that which, exhibits an attendance at praye* mieetingts of 43,970, the previous1y
unpreeented number uf the preeding years lhaving been about 1601) Iess. 1 ne
toill fulfil then desire of thosu wh., fear Minî ; lie wvîll aIse hear thetr cry aud
revive thiein."'

Dr. J. B. Johnustonie, Glasgow, ruad the report on thc Theological. Hall, which
stated that the numnber of students attending the hall wvas 181-116 senior, aud
65 junior.

Dr. Johoston, Edinburgh, said at lat mieeting of Synud hie had intimated that
lie was naking endeavuurs to obtain. funds tu purchase the library of the late Dr.
John Brown, in order to present iL the Chureli. Since that ime lus exertions
-wcre unceasing to, raise subseriptions for this object, and he w'as non' happy to
state that lie had been successful in his labours, and ie oad non' the pleasure of
handing over the library, in the name of the subscribers, to the United Presbyterian
Church, to be posscssed by it in perpetuity for the use of the ininisters, andi
especially for Ltxe benefit of the students et the Church. Therce was enly
one condition attached to the gift et the parties n'bo had subseribeti te purebase
it; and thiat n'as, that the library be ]ocated in Glasgow, anti that a eounmittee
be appointedl to makze arrangements for its hein, transferreti to its destination,
and its future arrangemnent-

The Synod then took up the consideration of overtures froin the Rev. Andren'
R~obertson, Stow, snd Rev. George Mattbews, Stranraer, on the spiritual indepen-
dence of the Cburcb.

Mr. Robertson's overture ý%vas as follows:
Il(1.) XVhercas the nn)n-Ezt.ihlislied deioinat;iions of this country are permitteti

te, frame andi alter, as they cheose, tlîeir own euclesinsticail la'ns andi constitution,
su ergulate their procedure accordingly;- andi whereas they cau avail thiemselves

ot the aid of the civil ftuthonities, wienever found requisite, [o give effect te their
Chnrch sentences wliere civil conrequences are iinvolved-tlhis Synoti con4iders, that
ne greater freedoun than duis can be enjoyeti ly any Christian Chutrch.

"l(2.) Whereas cases may occur in whieh ecelesiastieal sentences involving
civil consequences may ho challengeti or resisted, as belng icUra vires of tlîeir on'n
Ohurch lawsý andi con-Lituhion, as tiiese liave been definied and determineti by them-
selves; anti wliereas in sucbi ca'ses the civil courts mnay lie calleti to interfere,
eitber by being, requirel by the churches themnselves te giAve civil effect te these
sentences, or by tbe parties aggrieved clainiing civil protection or redrcss;au
-whercas donbts are being createti in the imintis of somie, whiether the menîhers of
thie Unitedi Preshyterinn Church are ait liberty, iii consistcncy,\witlî thecir submission
te, its spiritual jurisclietion, te appeal te, the Civil Courts in these cases for civil
protection or rcdrcss; andi wliereas it is a inaLter of vital monment that ne dubiety
elieulti exist as to the i ghîts pussessei u turrendered by t.hose wvlo are or May
yct cerne under its jumisdiction-tuis Synuti declares-

"(1.) l'bat there is nuthiug ini tic lavs and constitution of tic Unitedi Prcsby-
terian Ckurcli which requires, on the part of its members or oflce-bearers. the
surrender et any of flic comnion ian' riglîts whicli belong- tu thcm, more parti-
cularly of the righit of appeal te a civil court ini the cases rcferred te in this
everture.

Il(2.) That ini maziiug this ticclaration, thc Synod us not Lu be understood as
recognisiug the competcncy of the Civil Courts te reviewv or set aside ceclesiasti-
cal sentences on thieir spiritual nicnits, or te touch themn conîpulsorily inany way,
exceptas iL respects their civil aspects anti resuits."
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